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The Halachic Obligation to Take Coronavirus Vaccination

Question:

Now that the vaccination centers have opened for the general
population (from age 16 and above), is there an obligation to
get vaccinated against the Coronavirus? | also wish to use this
opportunity to clarify if there is there a halachic obligation to
vaccinate for polio, influenza, etc. Is there a difference whether
the vaccine uses the weakened virus (live attenuated) system
or the dead virus (inactivated) system? Why should a person
be obligated to put himself into danger, even if it is only
minimal?

Answer:

The question of vaccinations has been dealt with by poskim for a
long time, primarily regarding the permissibility of receiving
vaccinations on Shabbat. The poskim's conclusion is that if by
refraining from receiving the vaccination on Shabbat, one would
have to wait a long time before being able to receive the
vaccination, it would be permitted to ask a non-Jew to violate the
Shabbat in order to receive the vaccination on Shabbat.! During
period of plague, the poskim allowed even Jews to perform actions
that are Torah-level violations of Shabbat, because vaccination
during a plague is considered a life-saving action.?

From the fact that even Shabbat may be violated for vaccination, we
learn that there is an obligation to receive vaccinations, and this is
included in the fulfillment of "you shall live by them (the laws of the
Torah)." In particular, getting vaccinated is obligatory in our times
regarding the Covid-19 pandemic, which has already killed millions
of people throughout the world, including many of our Jewish
brethren, among them Torah scholars and people of the highest
religious dedication. We should also stress that it is the obligation of
every person to keep danger away from others. One who does not
get vaccinated violates the prohibitions of "Do not stand by while
one's fellow's blood is being spilled,” as well as the mitzva of
hashavat aveida (which includes both returning that which one's
fellow has lost, as well as preventing such a loss — in this case, his
potential loss of his health).

One cannot argue that there is a chance of danger by
receiving the vaccination, because the vaccinations have been
tested with all of the necessary trials, and they were authorized
as safe by the most senior medical agencies in the world.
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That which some claim that rather than being vaccinated they
will simply be careful to avoid the virus through social
distancing, is not a valid option, as it is not feasible for a
person to totally avoid such an infectious virus. Nearly all of
the doctors have declared it mandatory for all who can be
vaccinated, to do so, and the clear halacha is to listen to
doctors regarding medical issues. Additionally, whoever who
himself refrains from being vaccinated due to empty claims, is
liable to influence others to not vaccinate, as we find in the
Torah, "our brothers melted away our heart,” Heaven forbid,
and one cannot know what effects this will eventually lead to.2
Just as this is the case with Corona, so it is true regarding the
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