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Guidelines for Purim meal when Purim is on Friday: 
 
The authorities speak of two different customs regarding the Purim meal when Purim is on Friday. Some 
write that one should have the Purim meal in the morning, and thus the Purim meal will not come at the 
expense of the Shabbat meal on Friday night. Other authorities write that one should have the Purim meal 
on Friday afternoon, and one should continue the meal until Shabbat enters, at which point one should 
make Kiddush, and then continue the meal as a Shabbat meal. This idea of continuing a Friday afternoon 
meal into Shabbat with only breaking for Kiddush is termed in the Gemara "Pores Mapa Umekadesh". The 
advantage of the latter custom is that on Purim morning people usually are busy fulfilling the Mitzvot of 
Purim (Megillah, Mishloach Manot and Matanot La'evyonim) and all the more so on Friday when they 
need to prepare for Shabbat, and thus it is difficult to have a proper Purim meal on Friday morning. In this 
fashion, on can complete all the Mitzvot of Purim and the preparations for Shabbat before the Purim meal, 
and then have the Purim meal which will develop into a Shabbat meal. Indeed, one of the early Rishonim, 
the Meiri, mentions that this was their custom when Purim came out on Friday.  
 
Those who wish to follow the custom of "Pores Mapa Umekadesh" should do as follows: 
1. One should daven Mincha before the Purim meal. 
2. It is preferable to start the Purim meal before the final quarter of the day, which is three "sha'ot 
zemaniyot" (hours calculated by dividing the time between sunrise and sunset into 12) before sunset. The 
reason for this is that in this way, by the time Shabbat will enter, one will have some appetite to eat again, 
and also a substantial portion of the meal will be on Purim. However, if one did not start the meal by this 
time, one may start the meal until sunset.  
3. At candle lighting time the women should light the Shabbat candles. 
4. Afterwards, prior to sunset, one should stop the meal (without benching) and say the customary 
Kabbalat Shabbat psalms and Lecha Dodi. One may also daven Ma'ariv at this point, or one may daven 
Ma'ariv later after the completion of the meal. One may also go to shul for Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma'ariv, 
but if one goes to shul it is proper that some of the Purim meal members, such as the women, stay at the 
place of the meal.  
5. One should cover the challot and say Kiddush. If one previously drank wine then one should say Kiddush 
without the blessing of "boreh pri hagafen".  
6. Following Kiddush one should eat from the Lechem Mishne (the two challot), but as this is a 
continuation of the meal there is no need to wash and one should not bless Hamotzi.  
7. In the Shabbat part of the meal, one should make an effort to eat at least some dishes in honor of 
Shabbat, and it is proper to extend the meal so that at least a small part of it will be at night. 
8. At the end of the meal, in Birkat Hamazon, one should say Retze, the addition of Shabbat. In regards to 

Al Hanisim, some authorities state that Al Hanisim should not be recited, as it is a contradiction to say both 
Retze and Al Hanisim. However, other authorities state that Al Hanisim should be recited, and it is not a 
contradiction as the meal took place both on Purim and on Shabbat.  
 
Sources in Hebrew for these guidelines are available at this link 

http://www.eretzhemdah.org/Data/UploadedFiles/Mails_Files/7654-sFile.pdf

