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To the entire Eretz Hemdah family and friends, ,NTNN YIX” NNOWDN AN 7T 925
Ours is a phenomenal generation! So asserted Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak Hacohen Kook zt"l, ,2"XT 07NN AN VAP )2 INDDIN T LINIT
the teacher and mentor of the Gaon, Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli zt"l. 57T X IW Wan (b Sw 1 Nin
The spiritual and material achievements, evident to our eyes, when we see NN D'NN UNXAWND WYY T5 DOUW ,0"NWINI D'NINN DIWNN
the State of Israel, the state of the Jews, and the people of Israel, prospering and DNNM91L,5NIW! DVIE DTN DTN - HXIW! DY SW DAIWI'W

flourishing in both domains of life, the spiritual and the material - that is phenomenal!
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Regretfully, this phenomenon is also accompanied at times by repulsive extremism
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and contemptible actions that seem to place a cloud over certain areas of life, ,TIND D'WIIN D2 ,D"'NN 'NDINND PONA NIV NpON 9 DHIINW
including those most sensitive to us. .UNNW) 'nYya D'aW
We open with a prayer: May it be G d’s will that Eretz Hemdah will always stand out ,NAI0Y TP VY "NTPN YIX” [1IPDW I¥1 ' ,NY'ONA NND)

positively and raise a generation of leaders who will guide the Jewish people
and the State of Israel in the spiritual realm.
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The Beit Midrash in Jerusalem

Building a Jewish home, establishing a family and raising children, are the main topics
covered by the beit midrash during this past year. We focused on tractate Ketubot and
the laws of ketubot, and on tractate Kiddushin and the laws of kiddushin. We tried

to study not only the halachic details and understand their foundations, but also to
fathom the message implicit in what the Sages wrote and to internalize the values they convey.
A family is not a commercial enterprise; spousal relationship is not a business partnership.

Raising and educating children is not simply a halachic imperative or natural need. Kiddushin D21'NI DTS O1T2 .N'POY NIDNIW NN NIYAIT L1929 POV NJJ'X NNOWDN
is not a form of acquisition that leads to ownership. It is a commitment to set up a holy family, FRINSINW (9P UK 'WITHA AWUD VA0 1Y IN N9 NAIN DIP P N
which the Shechinah hovers over and dwells in. The undertakings a man makes in the ketubah PYW - NWITPA NNOWN nnpnb NIAYNNN DAIYDWD |'WITPN 'n|')v1 [n
have an economic aspect, but the main point is the privilege, which is a duty, to respect and N2IN22 INXY 5V NPIY WNAW NIFITANNY .A21IN [IDW' ANIN P' (UDIW
support one’s wife, first and foremost with regard to her emotional and spiritual needs. Her 52 DTIp ,N2 JINNDI AN AR T229 NIRTA NIA PV DIN 192592 101 D2 W
partnership, first as wife and later as mother, is expressed by her taking an important partin AN N'WAN YW DNIDAIW ITADWINI D'WOIA 0NN 219X Y NUNan
the Torah-based structure that becomes intensified through the partnership. DXVANI 2INW YN ' 2IWN pON N5'0J2 10" TD NN, TRV DXL
In our generation, we have witnessed three revolutions that have made it possible to build a JI9NIwn Inn
“more Jewish” home. SN N N NAY NNWONDN NRYAN WHWH 17,0117
First, the physical burden of homemaking has been reduced. Modern technology, electric 'WXNNI '9DWNN IWINN L,NID1200 .OpIn NN NPTNN YW 'T'910 D1V .X
appliances, and advanced sanitation, save time and labor. .INTI 5PV D'20IN D'NTPANN N'YLYON
Second, women’s Torah study has developed greatly. The time, freed up by the first revolution, N29ANAN NRYIND NJONAW DTN .TIXD NNONN D'WIA YW MINn TIN'D .1
is directed in part to the advancement of Torah-learning and spiritual achievements. JUNNNENYIND NIDTPANN P'OND DI INUD NIWKIN
Third, the concept of partnership is increasingly taking root, instead of lordship and patronage. VDI NIGYIN DIpD NN 091N1 211 N12151 SNUNN NIDNIWD IV .3
When the ideas of equality flow in the direction of true partnership between spouses who N1, DYIW 51N D'IW ['2 DK NIDAIW SW |15 D'DAIT [IWA NUIVIWD
are equal but different, and not towards an imaginary and impossible equality, the result is MU AD'RADIE NN KD ANYINDIWOK NI - JIDT 1MW W i1
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admirable and more appropriate to the values of Judaism — the Judaism that long ago made
great progress, before the rest of humanity, in this domain as well.

The Jewish people need dayanim who have mastered the Talmudic discussions in depth, know
the halachah in great detail, understand the overall picture, and have the ability to apply the
Torah and its values in our generation. In this fashion they follow in the footsteps of the sages
of every generation and in that of our teacher, Rabbi Shaul Yisrael zt"l.

Sometimes, alas, there comes a painful need to dissolve the partnership. This too, must be
done with intelligence .and tact. Couples,.th‘at require services in this sensftive area, can call - 02N AN 12 5¥9Y AVIYDA PN TN YN YW TR TN AW TS
the Eretz Hemdah-Gazit network of batei din, who suggest detaching the issuance of the AIMY 2N VI ~ NIOAN PONA DWIDDA DYYYA A1, NAIINN NITIDNN
get — the halachic separation, from the financial details. By law, the halachic aspect of the get YV NOXW ,)TRD DXIW' AT SW 0N T 122 ,PIN 1D 5V ,5010n
must be pursued in the rabbinic courts of the State of Israel. NUInnNS [T N1 7192 NOO10N NIMNMS NI Widn np|')n
On the other hand, the division of property can be adjudicated NINoI1 NOIT , N1 NN 172 710200 DI'O NN TWORND AT b1V}
separately in a beit din for financial matters. This division IX V2N NN NX H5XJ5 D'TTND MWOXNND NN DA 1T T .NAND
makes it possible to conclude the dispute more rapidly, at 97990 DINNA “D'NIN DOPNY” 12 INYIp
lower expense and with less pain. It also makes it impossible N25nY YO0 WX 179N 1010 D 279 NNY¥N N>
for one of the parties to use granting or accepting the get as an ,0'HwINn
opportunity to maximize economic profit. .DNIN"1 170NN NY'W N™I12 WTNN IT'p2N1 MW n'p'bx 2791
We wish success to Rabbi Mevorach Tuito in his new position as :1970%¥NW D'WTNN D212 NWISW NN 12111 91p)
JITD XK'2W 1NNl 'N9Y ||b'x 1n,' AN OX 1N

head of the halachah kollel in Jerusalem, and to Rabbi Elyakim \*
Sharir as a ram at the hesder yeshiva in Yeroham.

We welcome the three new avrechim who have joined us: Rabbi Asaf Har-Noy, Rabbi Eilon NINIDND NN NIATID
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Tsarfati, and Rabbi Sagi Mazuz.

Torah Leadership in the Diaspora

The first group of rabbis have just completed their five-year program of study and been
certified as eligible to serve as town rabbis. Some will also receive a master’s degree in Torah
and Science Studies from Bar-llan University.

Rabbi Eliyahu and Yocheved Silverman have moved to London, where they are doing very

well. They are faithful examples of the capability to grow in Torah as part of full partnership S5SNI AN 922 AXOD NIDNIW
in building the State of Israel. Mizrachi in Great Britain and World Mizrachi are supporting the 1N DT SV DIRAJIE DN DININ,MOIVA 'MTRNENYVNAA 'NTRN NYUN
Silvermans and being supported in turn, as they express the values of religious Zionism at its .N20'NA N'ATN AU 2V NN 10 'T'D 0NN DNW
best. N'OUN NYIIN NINDWY DANPN DN KXY DAY [DION 2901 YWIR' 1
Rabbi Yehoshua and Malki Asoulin will soon depart for their assignment in Torah education SW WIN T NNPN YW ,NT |')21 2IWN 27T 19'01' DN ,NDIV0IN - N115N]
in Melbourne, Australia. They will add an important new aspect in the project of producing a I¥I9N2 N15'NPS DY DN DTN
new generation of religious Zionist leaders for communities in the Diaspora. :NY2INS D'9I0V¥NN DYIIN NWIDW NX 12111 D'NTPN N
We welcome the three new rabbis who are joining the program: Rabbi Avichai Goodman, POIP IN'DY 101 PN SXIDW 10 L|DTIA "IN 1N
Rabbi Shmuel Millunchick, and Rabbi Yirmiyahu Kulik. [VN5 D' NIY'S D'WIV NYIINN NONJN 1IN DY TN pIWITID [NIT 10
Rabbi Doron Podlashuk and the directors of the program are working day and night to ensure NNNSXN

the program’s success.
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The rabbis and their wives devote many hours to learning with the boys and girls of the QUY NN NIS'WO DYAINDN NN AN DFINYIN 2'-T NININ 92 N1OW 535
congregation. The teens are also invited to share Shabbat meals in the rabbis’ homes. NINDWNN |2 D'PITN D"'W'R DIWp NXIJ .D™AINIE D™D DO 11'91 ,0"'VIawl

NNl DN'vyd
,TNVN NXIPY DWVIN NJINL TRI'D WAT DWIN 2'-X' NINYD DAL YA DI NiS'vol
.0NY NIN'RNDN NIYIIN NNAONS DAJIRNI

We would like to share with you ’
the extensive activities that the beit midrash organizes for teenagers in Ra’anana.

On Wednesday and Thursday afternoons the beit midrash is alive with the voices of
elementary school children learning Torah.

Every age group in grades 7 to 12 is assigned to a rabbinic couple who organizes fun-filled NT2 N'WYN YW IT NSO XK DATYN A12)'0W DO INTWALPNY' 1N
activities for them every other week, conveying educational and Torah messages. Close . DX 93 1<B AAYSANT ASYOAR A DA
personal bonds have emerged between the families and the young people. g s s s iy
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In the work with the eleventh and twelfth graders, the accent is on helping them prepare
for their future and steering them to the appropriate Torah-study track for each of them.

12768 N3VW1 51935 NN NOIR MND>

Rabbi Yitzhak and Yifat Steinberg have been overseeing this program for ten years now.
Their impressive work amazes all who come in contact with it.
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Ba‘alei batim, too, should have the opportunity for intensive learning!
A yeshiva background and strong intellectual powers, along with free time, which are
possessed by many who would like to grow in Torah, inspired us to establish "Morenu",
a program to grant rabbinic ordination without permit to officiate as a Rabbi, which is
challenging in all aspects that were mentioned.

The participants in the program receive a weekly booklet that requires about an hour of in ATNSIW NIMIoN Sy I'va ('3l
depth study each day. A second booklet, which goes into greater depth, is distributed to those 10 'T'Y9 INAN "NTRN YR YW NRONN 1 TY D'OWN) NY2INA DYINION
who request it. There is also a weekly 90 minute class on the texts studied. Ask The Rabbi I "p120 NXIN2 N"IW ,|1PDN SW NIAIWAN 'DYID]
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The students are exposed to Eretz Hemdah'’s halachic approach, as reflected in its responsa
projects, Shut B'mareh Habazak” and “Ask the Rabbi.”

Two graduates of Eretz Hemdah, Rabbi Yitzhak Steinberg — head of the beit midrash in VWA AN N ONYT ONO¥I 210 AN NAITY D2 NYIINN VXN 1Npa
Ra’anana, and Rabbi Bezalel Daniel — a dayan of the Eretz Hemdah-Gazit beit din, draw up AT NPwa
the materials to be studied, under the direction of the kollel heads. Rabbi Steinberg gives the N¥I12p .NJVYIL,IN DR NP NYIINN NOVUDIN T'VWAN D'TIN'DN NJWA
weekly course in Hebrew. In the near future the program will be offered to English-speakers as WI1'21 D2 ND'WD MY NOANWAT TIND NNJNJ 'D'NA 1DV NNWY DW
well, with Rabbi Daniel as the instructor. T'NYS NIYIINN
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This past year, the program was offered at the Ohel Ari congregation in Ra’anana. Dozens of http://www.eretzhemdah.org/content.asp?Pageld=3101&lang=he

ba’alei batim were delighted and took an active part in it, as well as fine-tuning the programs
for the future.

.info@eretzhemdah.org :n1910%nY 5"XIT

All the materials are available for viewing and downloading at the Eretz Hemdah website:
http://www.eretzhemdah.org/content.asp?Pageld=3101&lang=he
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To join the program, contact us at info@eretzhemdah.org

6Responsa B'mareh Habazak
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A Challenge to a Person’s Presumptive Jewishness 2 AN 0920 YW N1 XN200
QUESTION ,NUTIND N0 YW NN10N NX NINW D'WIN N2 SW NITY NIV T NRIYY
The son of a member of our community recently married a Jewish girl. Two weeks after the NN TN ['POVN N1 JINL X'DIELDANTNINIWA N0JON N'11 NY'YD NONIW
wedding we received an anonymous text message asserting that the bride is not Jewish, J1'2'0110J1p NY'NPA ND1¥ 119 NI NS'NPA NI2IN ,N52N DN ,XN10N SW
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is knowledge the bride’s great-grandmother was not Jewish. IT NDIPAN A NITIVA U712 'K .01 )V KIDLOPITINIX 21 171D u'ﬁ

, @ number of persons testify that they knew the bride’s grandmother as a 950 DI NK 51p5 AR TPON DTIP W :

tlve in the synagogue on Shabbat and the festivals and is buried in the Jewish MNOWNN pOVNN SWI'W 1'5V DN 1'ANT NI N MR DY WA9) AW |
‘ r daughter, the bride’s mother, is well known in the community and moved to D'WPIN N ,N11 UN21AN |29 .ANN NNW N'TIN' NMIN2 KXNWD .1 KW'
Chile, where she is a member of a Conservative congregation. DYINJN ' SV DN UNIN NIN N2 12ITAW V1AL T NNNN NOPN XN XD

g DTN DN D NNIKD ONAND W TX1 DXN 2RI APTN N2 W D21
ote that the congregation was founded before the Holocaust by Jews who came from . ' ' IR E

ia. In the 1940's, an Orthodox rabbi came to town and conducted conversions. We do :miwn
Iny conversion certificates from that era and the policy of my predecessor here was .p201 NSVIN NN NNITAM (1) PI9PD 92 K91 [N25 NMNIN NW'NN .X
accept these conversions. .(2) 21T NNWI SV TV KNI 'KW WIVNN AKX 1'NTND W A

ould also note that the groom had dated number of non-Jewish girls, and his father ANXY YD1 NIV TNN DOW DYTN YW SV 001an ' (1)

" threatened to disinherit him if he married a non-Jew. When he found a Jewish girl the father N D'WIANN D'TY YW SW DNITUN 1¥UW VIV P NI L,NP'TA 1I¥NN VW X
was overjoyed. So our perplexity is very great. We do not want to do anything amiss, in 10 1TV |2X) D"TWIANN pOY |2.0N VIT'W D IX IVDWW AN 5V DIT'VDI T
particular because the young man is a kohen. Please instruct us whether, on the basis of this XIN2 D2 "V (2 P70 1 10 ATV JAN) NIIWA 'NNDI NIOND INAIM 1M2T (19
information, she may be presumed to be a Jew. Should we relate to the statements that she is N"T2V IV 'WITP) W1 NVTY ID'9K" :D"TWINNN [IWD Nl .(DW) D'POISN
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not Jewish? If so, how? g , ;
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ANSWER ST N2 RON DTV |I'N
A. The woman is permitted to a kohen without any hesitation1 and her Jewish status is not in [NSIWN pOOW N ,51pY D'WWIN XKOW ,D'RIWY INXD MITHW ,|T'T [IT/A PW 92
doubt. .21091 YV 11112 DS VIT'W DT'YNN DTV YWD P XONX (2,1 1TV |aN) NV

. . . . ’ 2
B. The person challenging it should be cautioned not to cast aspersions on the couple’s status. 5V VWS NIDWD X X9'D AIFTIAY NPTRA [ AN0I APX ,NIAW [iID 2

! This permission is based on two elements, each of which suffices on its own. P02 (*,n0Y T1) 1nu_|ﬁbIU'1 :D12TN NN INDI.NDN DW N1 KNQO NITA'D

a. The only challenge that requires investigation comes from the testimony of two witnesses TV 2P KD [DKJ IR ™ 1KY 919D SW T N'11 NN*INJ DK KAW ' IN 1T
o o o . . T 1 1 [} T 1 1 T "

who come to the beit din and testify to what they heard or what they know. This was the ruling NpTna 'I)me JIXDA 20 D'WIVI DXAW' DY) DAl DU'K) DbN' b
1 n 1 1 ! L) 1 1 1

of the Maharashdam (Even Ha’ezer 236), cited as the halachah by the Pitllei Teshuvah (E.H. |Nlb?N (P .9 U;]Nll.ﬂ ann l')l JDJD' : ynw 'ty Dl\}.'l | R\ul 9b v rp'u PN 1;

2.3). See also Otzar Haposkim ad loc. The Maharashdam writes as follows: “Even according to II\E;Z:LJ?DJ;XJNNUIJI;” I:(nlljn-lzllﬁ)tul'\r?u;nl{'g{::: !1:)\(1;,; Lzl'nr;n"\l}:-:"?zjljﬁg?ﬁl
Rashi (Kiddushin 76b, s.v. ke-she-kara) it appears that in order to disqualify, there must be two L P . ' y PUL

. . . . IT'V' D'TY YW DX ,NT "9 YV .|nnnnb T2 NI SV 'NY XN 7% ,'TIN'D pThIn

witnesses who come and report, even if they do not do so as a full testimony, because it says, ! '

“that t i el Mt s TErat inst her’: db it it nn) NINAY "I'NNN DJNX A1MAN DY A 1Y A'n'W 0L, n'ia nn'n X211 XN2onw
at two wi nes.ses stated a _m o} !sqga lll cation against her’; and because it says witnesses 12 NN D0ID 'R TOINIRW) DRI ,NYNA2Y P1 XIN NpPT12 TINAW 1210 (1Y
— there are no witnesses outside a beit din.
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All the more so in the present case, after marriage, when one does not heed a rumor, as per ['N ,N21 NN20 NNIN 'RYNY DY [ND 12ITRW 11,2 DX .NpTNN SV D'INI0 NHVIN

the ruling of the Shulchan Aruch (E.H. 6.3), and we heed only two witnesses who testify that X'2NW (T' p"0 Ap "0 1TVN |]AN) NAIWA 'NNDL DA AXY NITA' NPT DV pOpOI

they have certain knowledge of the disqualification. NTL,”LNTEYTD DNCSID NPTRT 'NIT :(An 'O T pON) NAIwN 17210 N2
X i i N"Iw1l D2 NN "WV DTN NpTn SV 1”’)0') |NY TAV'TA VITD NIF TIV 11200

b. Because the bride, her mother, and her grandmother are all presumptively Jewish, the .(p "0 1 p5N) pran NNIM

challenge to the bride’s great-grandmother’s Jewishness is ipso facto without meaning. Let us

clarify this. The Shulchan Aruch (Y.D. 268.10) ruled: “A non-Jewish man or woman who comes [AN AT WTA" :(ADRWINT KV RY PWITP DY NITIX 'WITN) K'WIAD "V (2)
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DY2TWN VI211,1550 DTN IW'W DNYD DY N'INDI N 1IVAD W ,5019 ININ]
"2 5V WV W' L,NTA DTTVID

and says | was converted properly by the beit din of such-and-such a person is not accounted
trustworthy to join the congregation until he brings witnesses. If we see that they conduct
themselves in a Jewish way and observe all the precepts, they are presumed to be righteous
converts, even though there are no witnesses who attest who performed the conversion.

Nevertheless, if they wish to marry a Jew we do not allow this until they bring witnesses or

immerse themselves before us, because they have been presumed to be non-Jews.” TN \(’]N —_— Il'l'n MO NN Ipogn
This seems to indicate that a person, who was presumed to be a non-Jew, even though now nr"J
presumed to be a Jew, must bring proof of his conversion in order to marry. According to

this, if two witnesses testify that the great-grandmother was a non-Jew, there would need 7nbunp NpovN DXN ID'nIbwnNa NaM nYipn
to be proof of her conversion. But the Meiri on Yevamot (45b) believes that the WNW N1 901 N'TA-NTRN YIX [T N

1750 vdwna MY

requirement of an inquiry is ab initio only; but if he has married and produced psa ey . — :'PO1DIPIW ITVON 11N W INIWKIL 10N
children one does not disqualify his son. Rabbi A.I. Kook issued a similar halachic ] -
ruling (Responsa Ezrat Kohen 13), that we rely on the presumption in the matter of
removing a woman from her husband. If so, because here we are dealing with the
descendants of that great-grandmother, we must not have any doubts about their
presumptive Jewishness. See also the Pit@lei teshuvah (E.H. 152.14), who quoted

a responsum by the Radbaz (IV 245): “We have found that a presumption can
outweigh a certainty.” And this explains even better why post factum we can rely on
the presumption of Jewishness now. See also Responsa Be-Mar’eh HaBazak (11 100).

2 See Maharsha (Chiddushei Aggadot on Kiddushin 713, s.v. ve-she-amar): “And
in the present generation the majority are of doubtful [kashrut], so a person who
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Late payment on a home purchase. Is the sale invalidated?
Beit Shemesh branch of the Eretz Hemdah Beit Din. Av Beit Din, Harav Eliezer
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The plaintiffs purchased a home from the defendants. According to their agreement, the 0"IN N"IW) NJW NIND VIIXD Y95
purchasers were required to pay approximately 500,000 shekels over three payments. In TR nIMBY 0 M i nen o :(X5p ,2"Nn
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actuality, the first two payments were made on _t'lme, while the third and most important . g e NINYW 15D 1DYNAW LI NOW
payment was delayed. At that point, the sellers informed the buyers that the sale was AR ”'”351?@;;”;?.'51'7;'{2?:Zf’ﬁy”;g?ﬁj;; DI INWKS V2 NS W D' DTN
null and void due to the violation of the terms of the agreement. The buyers claimed that /ATANTON YIX WY 1WBN XOAT? 1T 7001 NN UNY NOWN AN D NYWAW
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One of the questions that the Beit Din dealt with is how one should interpret a payment b ST TP 2 ey V"APN NYTH VAN THYD AD PHN)
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plan that is conspicuously erroneous. The dates for the different pa.yments that were PR —————— 'K '2,0a0 NX NN 1" 'R NHWA
listed in the contract were unreasonable and erroneous. The date listed on the contract beitdin@eretzhemdshorg X172 1X 02-53714gs o701 1 DIMIE T nn DY VAN NN ANY NAWON

was about a month earlier than the actual date of the signing of the contract, and the
payment dates listed were before the date of the signing of the contract.
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The Beit Din concluded that one should try to approximate the intentions of the two
sides and to adjust the payment dates accordingly: . The contract called for a payment to
take place two weeks after the signing of the contract, and, since the contract was signed L
about a month after the stated date, the payment should similarly be pushed off for the
same amount of time. Since the payment was not made even within this window of time,

the Beit Din decided that the purchasers violated the terms of the contract, and the sellers
therefore were justified in cancelling the sale.

One of the sources that this decision was based on was the following discussion of the Mabit
in regards to a situation that arose in Tzefat about 400 years ago (Shut Mabit volume 2, Siman
131)

A messenger of a Get who delayed bringing the Get

Someone appointed a messenger to deliver a Get to his wife, and he commanded the messenger to state, at the time of the delivery of the Get, that the Get will take effect
only if the husband does not return within two years. The woman agreed to accept the Get only after three years. The leading rabbis disagreed regarding the status of such a
Get: According to the Mabit, the messenger cannot give the Get, since it is impossible to give it with the condition that the husband made. According to the Radvaz though,
one may give the Get, and the messenger can simply make a condition that the Get is being given on condition that the husband doesn’t return for the following two years.
According to Rav Yosef Karo, one may give the Get without any conditions, since the two years that the husband stipulated about had already passed. Practically, the Beit
Din ruled that the Get should be given twice, once on condition that the husband doesn’t return for the following two years (like the Radvaz), and it should then be given
again without any conditions (like Rav Yosef Karo). In this way, the majority opinion, that permitted giving the Get, was followed, but it was also given in such a way that was
acceptable to the majority of opinions.
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To summarize, the Beit Din decided that, even after adjusting the dates of the payment, the purchasers were still late in their payment, and the sellers are therefore
permitted to cancel the sale.

For the full ruling, contact beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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