LIVING

THE HALACHIC PROCESS

Volume III

Questions and Answers for the

give” or “fill uy
or “receive.”) |
) your case, as
>m does not n

argue| that sin

be considerd
ince the buyer
basic manner
th, however, t
ra problem. Ir
of a known set
ussing what ¢
2ntions the idd
s a total. The|
ermitted to m
>m that one is
evious purch
Rif permits a
ain price as
various oblig|
1ion, provide
ase, the ment
commercial ¢
ifying the an|
\I[though the
Id rely on th
that a price

the | transa
oned orally|
ngent opini
s that a pric{
case, but ev
s price being
e transfer.

Companion CD for

Living the Halachic Process
Volume IlI

Contained in this CD are approximately 120 source

sheets on the topics that are covered in the sefer,
Living the Halachic Process, vol. lll, put out by

out her
> halacha
in Israel?
we will
America
her grave

"

have wanted had he understoo
burial in Eretz Yisrael. Howeve
did not dismiss the deceased’
in the context of burial location. In
responsum, he ruled that a woman v
buried in Israel but had left explicit ins

Modern Jew

statec

|

Eretz Hemdah Institute in Jerusalem.

The source sheets, corresponding to the
questions of the book, contain major sources
related to the answers. This enables the
advanced learner to come to his or her

own conclusion and/or deepen his or her

LIVING

THE HALACHIC PROCESS

Volume III

Questions and Answers for the Modern Jew

\buried among family in chutz
have her request followed. (In
ut one in which there were n
tions, he ruled that the /deceas

buried in lsrael.). Ray Ovad
e that the decision to take the
rial abroad is qualitatively diff
cision not to bring the body f

tionalization for bringing the

understanding of the topics. It is particularly
valuable for one who wants to present a class
based on the questions in the book in a text-
based format. We welcome those teachers to
make as many copies as they like and compare
and contrast their views on the topic with
those in our sefer. Comments are welcome.

broad is even stronger if she a

t there and if the request is f
ifiable document. Thus, whi
b that your mother-in-law’s
ually unwise, it is certainly ¢
Id be honored (hopefully
2

8 Ashkenazi Doing Birkat
A£phardi Minyan in Chu

To use the CD, simply scroll to the question
title, arranged by topic as in the sefer, which is
approximately according to the order of the
Shulchan Aruch, and click on the link. (Several
questions from the sefer do not have an
accompanying source sheet as indicated in the
list below.)

To contact us, please call (972)(2)537-1485;
fax at (972)(2)537-9626;

write to 2 Brurya St., P.O.B. 8178, Jerusalem
9108101, Israel;

e-mail to info@eretzhemdah.org;

or visit our website at
www.eretzhemdah.org

Rabbi Daniel Mann
Eretz Hemdah Institute

POuUrread nere.
ing whether
oad deserve
the positive
ught to Israel
pnsensus  for
s worthwhile
bn if he lived
the Shulchan
h exhuming a
chutz la’aretz
Nevertheless,
enefit for one
Israel, one is
ngements fo

= SR

Question: | am an [Ashk
who lives in chutz la’a
daven at a Sephardi mi
they do Birkat Kohanin
Should | do it with them?

Answer: lLet us start by
Ashkenazim refrain from doir
daily in chutz la’aretz and

possible for you to participa
minyan’s practice. Accordil
halacha, Birkat Kohanim is ¢

However, at least 700 yeal


mailto:info%40eretzhemdah.org?subject=Contact%20us
http://http://eretzhemdah.org/%3Flang%3Den

Contents

TEFILLA (PRAYER)

A-1
A-2
A-3
A-4
A-5
A-6
A-7
A-8
A-9
A-10
A-11
A-12
A-13
A-14
A-15
A-16
A-17
A-18

What One Can Do While Waiting to Take Three Steps Back

How to Carry Out a Shortened Chazarat HaShatz

Davening Without a Minyan vs. Working Before Davening

Forming a Separate Minyan to Accommodate Multiple Mourners

A Brit Mila or Mincha — Which Should be Done First?

A Wheelchair Bound Chazan

What a Woman Should Do If She Missed Mincha

Chazanim Repeating Words

One Who Davened Mincha Instead of Ma’ariv

At What Points During Davening May a Gabbai Speak?

Must the Oleh for Maftir Read Along?

The Correct Pronunciation of a Kamatz Katan (no source sheet)

Giving the Second Aliya to One With Doubtful Levi Status

What to Do When a Mistake is Found in a Sefer Torah During Laining
Correcting a Mistaken Opening Beracha for Torah Reading

Are Levi’im Obligated to Wash the Hands of the Kohanim?

An Ashkenazi Doing Birkat Kohanim in a Sephardi Minyan in Chutz La’Aretz
When to Go Up for Birkat Kohanim

BERACHOT (BLESSINGS)

B-1 Is it Preferable to Start a Meal with Bread?
B-2 How Long to Wait After Zimun to Resume Eating
B-3 One Who is Uncertain if He Recited Birkat HaMazon
B-4 Moving to a New Location in the Midst of a Meal
B-5 The Beracha on Schnitzel
B-6 Factors that Determine the Precedence of Berachot
B-7 Beracha Acharona After Ice Cream and Ices
B-8 Repeating Tefillat HaDerech During an Ongoing Trip
B-9 Beracha at the Place Where One Was Saved in a Car Accident
B-10 Reciting HaGomel for a Child Who Was Saved
SHABBAT
C-1 Use of a Non-Jew on Shabbat
C-2 Using a Driver Who Did Not Make Havdala
C-3 Making Kiddush for Others Before Accepting Shabbat
C-4 When and How to Accept Tosefet Shabbat
C-5 Playing Major League Baseball on Shabbat
C-6 Use of a Coffee Maker With a Timer on Shabbat
C-7 Closing a Door to a Closet Containing Mothballs on Shabbat
C-8 Cake after Kiddush at Night
www.eretzhemdah.org Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



C9

C-10
C-11
C-12
C-13
C-14
C-15
C-16
C-17
C-18

Starting Mincha of Shabbat a Few Minutes Early

Is Raw Food That One Expected to be Cooked Muktzeh?

Using a Utensil to Catch Muktzeh

Workers in the House of One Who Has Accepted Shabbat Early
Are Pets Muktzeh on Shabbat?

Itching Flaky Skin on Shabbat

Cholent Cooking Further on Shabbat

Separating Shemitta Food Before Clearing Plates on Shabbat
Buying on Credit on Shabbat

Is a Phone Carried as a Precaution Muktzeh?

MO’ADIM (FESTIVALS)

D-1 The Timing of Selichot

D-2 Blowing Shofar on the Left Side of the Mouth

D-3 Causing a Flame to Be Extinguished on Yom Tov

D-4 Lighting a Havdala Candle on Yom Tov

D-5 One Who Must Eat on Yom Kippur — How Careful about the Amount?

D-6 Must One Stand Throughout Ne’ila?

D-7 Havdala after Yom Kippur that Fell on Shabbat

D-8 Cutting the Branches of a Neighbor’s Tree that Impinge upon a Sukka

D-9 The Purpose of the Hechsher for S’chach

D-10 Drinking Wine on Chol HaMo’ed

D-11 Where to Light Chanuka Lights — Inside or Outside?

D-12 Lighting Chanuka Lights on Friday

D-13 Missing Parashat Zachor

D-14 Reading Megillat Esther from a Scroll

D-15 How Thoroughly Should Bedikat Chametz Be Done?

D-16 Bedikat Chametz in Shul

D-17 How Much Charoset Goes on the Maror?

D-18 Eating Shmura Matza All of Pesach

D-19 Making Egg Matzot Available to Guests at a Hotel

D-20 Forgotten Chametz Found After Pesach

D-21 Changing One’s Custom Regarding the Days of Sefira

D-22 Remodeling Work During the Three Weeks and the Nine Days
KASHRUT

E-1 Does Tasting a Fleishig Crumb Make One Fleishig?

E-2 Using a Knife Sharpener for Milchig and Fleishig Knives

E-3 Kashering a Water Kettle that Came in Contact with Cheese

E-4 Rinsing After Eating Pareve Food Cooked in Fleishig Pot

E-5 What May a Slaughterhouse Do With Non-Kosher Byproducts?

E-6 Tovelling Commercial Food-Producing Equipment

E-7 Tevillat Keilim When There is an Air Pocket

E-8 Hafrashat Challa When Part Was Baked and Part is Dough

www.eretzhemdah.org

Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



HOLY ARTICLES

F-1 The Propriety of a Traveling Sefer Torah

F-2 Placing Books on a Bima

F-3 Does an Elevator Require a Mezuza?

F-4 A Mezuza at a Jewish-Owned Commercial Establishment

F-5 Trying on a Tallit Katan Without Tzitzit

F-6 Checking the Tzitzit of a Shul Tallit

F-7 Should a Single Man Wear a Tallit?

F-8 Is Long Hair a Problem for Tefillin?

F-9 One Who Makes the Wrong Beracha on Tefillin Shel Yad
MISCELLANEOUS

G-1 Does Hosting Count as Giving Tzedaka?

G-2 Dealing With the Tensions of a Complex Upbringing (no source sheet)

G-3 Full Body Scans for Security

G-4 Refraining from Sitting in a Parent’s Seat

G-5 Origin of the Practice of Men Covering Their Heads

G-6 The Origins and Nuances of Our Nation’s Names

G-7 Netilat Yadayim and Hygienic Concerns

G-8 Ribbit — Discount on Rent for an Apartment for its Buyer

G-9 Incomplete Standing for Modim D’Rabbanan and to Honor Talmidei Chachamim

G-10 A Beracha on the Mitzva to Write a Sefer Torah

G-11 Removing Tattoos Before Conversion
FAMILY LAW

H-1 Honoring a Request to Bury Outside of Israel

H-2 A Mistaken Ketuba at a Wedding

H-3 A Chatan Leading Bentching at Sheva Berachot

H-4 Drinking Sheva Berachot Wine at Se’uda Shlishit

MONETARY LAW

I-1 Paying for a Cancelled Taxi Order

1-2 Is a Watchman Responsible for More Than He Expected?
-3 Reimbursement Through Additional Services

1-4 Realtor Fee for an Altered Purchase

I-5 Is One Obligated to Enable Someone to Sue Him?

I-6 Protecting a Bicycle that Had to be Moved

-7 Discount for a Kashrut Mistake

1-8 Stopping Fare-Beaters

1-9 Sharing Expenses for a Separating Wall

I-10 Using Other People’s Religious Articles

I-11 Monopolistic Practices and Halacha

1-12 Taking a Book Left to the Discretion of a Yeshiva

I-13 Questionable Relinquishing of Rights

-14 Partial Pay for an Uncompleted Job

I-15 Malpractice for Extracting the Wrong Tooth

I-16 Money Found in a House

-17 Damage to an “On Approval” Sales ltem
www.eretzhemdah.org Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



\“f

1

A-1
What One Can Do While Waiting to Take Three Steps Back

| am often unable to take the three steps back immediately at the end of
Shemoneh Esrei because of a slow davener behind me. What may | say

or do while in this situation?
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How to Carry Out a Shortened Chazarat Hashatz

Sometimes a minyan recites what is called “heiche kedusha.” Usually,

the tzibbur recites the silent Shemoneh Esrei and, after its completion, the
chazan begins the chazarat hashatz and Kedusha. In the case of heiche
kedusha, the chazan says Shemoneh Esrei aloud through Kedusha before
the tzibbur has said the silent Shemoneh Esrei. When this is done, should
the tzibbur start Shemoneh Esrei along with the chazan and continue after
Kedusha is completed or should everyone listen and respond until after
Kedusha and only then begin Shemoneh Esrei?
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A-3

Davening Without a Minyan vs. Working Before Davening
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In the morning, is it better to daven without a minyan before doing
any work or to do some work first and daven with a minyan later (at a

K Ty T 97 M>33 No0» ,KIN) .1

TP VXD LT 9D RO 27 DN 1 020 N)
TN ZRTNR 727 A% PR LI 7132 198D - Soanw
(AMNT .PAN T2 TR 2771 NIMR KD DR LR 00
TIDN RN T2 PITXY 27 0N AR N2 TR 27 [nK]
DIOIN) PRIY 550N DT 1XEN NP OINS 10
YTIN 27 PR YD AT N o 1385 PIX” (17D
T2 TR 995NN 90 RN 2 PrIXY 27 NN AN 12
RIY YD P Y RYT T2 YATRT — TIT0 NYY
SIRYD AT awn o 11385 PTY”

S P70 VD YO NN YN .2
S ,T950 D7D NAY 2y YD oy npd ..
SNDN 0D N TN DY e

3 VD ©D "D TN NIK TV INDw .3
Soomy Ty T2 7900 N ,100¥a poynn? 19 DN
TBRY DTP ,NI912 NIPR MBRY NS pown v W17 195N
91989 NOY (7™ #D 1T ABT™A) LD PRAAS 217K N7
12,7900 OTR NINYY N D %a8 ,NInwe 8%
AINIDD PP D9OIN 71 .o DM Nawa pay Sma

Ratajia

> P’ 0w NMI3 MYwn

12 D3 9100 7Y R12W DIPN2 DN 198K — Shan Ty
TIOITT DN 1D %D 9P AN 3BT MaxT oy %%enn’
SPITT NP RO T 90 N 0D PO M T2
9299 2100 0 NINmn NN PR LPITT Apwa %38
PRV LT AP0 MPTI T2 99eNn T1T° oTph
DM 1D 03 AT P 20 9BRT P00
Ratial

Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



A-4

Forming a Separate Minyan to Accommodate Multiple Mourners

| have noticed recently that when there is more than one chiyuv
(@ mourner or someone who has a yahrtzeit) at our minyan, a second
minyan often forms in a side room. Is this desirable or proper?
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A-5

A Brit Mila or Mincha — Which Should be Done First?

At an afternoon brit mila at which the participants will daven Mincha,
which should be done first — the brit or Mincha?
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A Wheelchair Bound Chazan

Is a person in a wheelchair allowed to be a chazan?
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What a Woman Should Do If She Missed Mincha

| (@ woman) try to daven Shacharit and Mincha, but not Ma’ariv, every
day. Not infrequently, | forget to daven Mincha. When that happens,
am | supposed to daven Ma’ariv that night, and if so, once or twice?
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Chazanim Repeating Words

When | hear a chazan repeat words to fit tunes during tefilla, it
upsets me. Am | correct to react that way?
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One Who Davened Mincha Instead of Ma’ariv

| got confused one night and instead of davening Ma’ariv (with Kri’at

Q Shema and its berachot preceding Shemoneh Esrei), | did a Mincha
davening (Ashrei and Shemoneh Esrei). When | realized this after
Shemoneh Esrei, what should | have done?
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A-10

At What Points During Davening May a Gabbai Speak?

When is it permitted for a gabbai to speak in the course of performing his
various responsibilities, such as choosing people for aliyot and informing
them, finding out their names, and discussing who should be the chazan?
Specifically, | was wondering about during chazarat hashatz, Kaddish, and

kri’at haTorah.
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A-11

Must the Oleh for Maftir Read Along?

When the oleh for maftir makes the berachot on the haftara but someone
else reads it, must he read along? If we read from a klaf, must the oleh
read along specifically from the klaf?
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Giving the Second Aliya to One With Doubtful Levi Status

One of the participants in our minyan is a Russian immigrant (say, Reuven)
who has become religious. He has been assuming that he is a levi, as his
late father, a non-observant Jew, once mentioned in passing. However,
Reuven’s only known living relative, a paternal uncle, is confident that
they are not levi’im. Also, his father’s grave gives no indication of his being
a levi. Reuven and | (the gabbai) would like to know whether he should

continue receiving aliyot as a levi.
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A-14.1

What to Do When a Mistake is Found in a Sefer Torah During Laining
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Q What do we do if we find a mistake in the sefer Torah during laining?
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What to Do When a Mistake is Found in a Sefer Torah During Laining
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A-15

Correcting a Mistaken Opening Beracha for Torah Reading

During kri’at haTorah, the oleh mistakenly finished reciting the
concluding beracha (Asher Natan) before the aliya before realizing his
mistake. Should he then have recited the correct opening beracha (Asher
Bachar)? If not, what was he to do after the aliya?
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Are Levi’im Obligated to Wash the Hands of the Kohanim?

As a kohen raised in chutz la’aretz, where Birkat Kohanim is a big event
and levi’im are eager to wash the hands of the kohanim, | have been
surprised that in Israel | usually have to wash my own hands. Should | say

something to the levi’im?
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A-17

An Ashkenazi Doing Birkat Kohanim in a Sephardi Minyan
in Chutz La’Aretz

| am an Ashkenazi kohen who lives in chutz la’aretz. | often daven at a
Sephardi minyan, where they do Birkat Kohanim every day. Should | do it

with them?
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When to Go Up for Birkat Kohanim

Some kohanim in my shul do not go up to do Birkat Kohanim at the
proper time. Sometimes, one kohen washes his hands right after Kedusha,
goes back to his place, and does not remember to move toward the
duchan when the rest of the kohanim do. Other times, someone will get
a late start washing and is still outside during Retzei. Are these kohanim
allowed to do Birkat Kohanim under such circumstances?
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Is it Preferable to Start a Meal with Bread?

It seems wrong that some people decide not to do netilat yadayim and

eat bread at the beginning of a meal, and thus do not bentch (recite Birkat
HaMazon). One who has a meal should bentch, and if it takes eating a
little bread, so be it. However, someone told me that if you eat only a little
piece of bread, you have to recite individual berachot throughout the meal.

Is that so?
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How Long to Wait After Zimun to Resume Eating

When | answer a zimun but | am not bentching right away, when can |

resume eating?

3 VD 7 7D 0PN AKX TV INOW 4
oW 137ORY TN N TY KON PDEIY TNX 1N
B g WJTOTN2 1972 8%2 NP mIn anm o
LRI AT 1O 700T DN CIET SRR TP PIDDITR TNy DM

(WM 3772 ow2 YA o

"D T PID MOI3 ,W’KI 5

702377 DD L9902 MY T T I N o0
71972 290w INPOR PDHW NaNDH o557 1002 AN
QWITT QWD N 00D 1IR3 N T 0NN
ST N M3 T 50 RITT L MMNT NN nT Nona
DN 71002 1902 TY PO Y 1IYS KON

3 "o KD "D WK N .6

TIN50 D - YN K89 8ndY 9D waNT ow”
1901 85 ONT 971 DINANR W2 [ PUD] aXP D TN2
DIPR 931, NON2 WY AR LT NoNa pinwd
T NON2T TIATD 0D K70 N0 1M, oy
TONDMY WY NWT 1D ROTT VY TR Ty
U1 NON2% FOME Y N0N2 PR 8RS 0% owa
TN TN N2V [A] (D D2 MBI 2NOY D
[ p"D] oW

www.eretzhemdah.org

X Y W 9T Mo33 ,KI0) .1
27177237 TP N NI 20 2PRET NN 1 Ty
STETY RN Dew

K 0P 10 7T M>73 NoO» ModoN .2

TP OPNND 7PN WD — N9 I NSNS e Ty
AT R LT PoNan oN e 9902 M
NIT,TIN TN MDD T PRI LNNMINT 1T D037
DO I T IO IDWND N 200 10 N
M ROT AT PMT INIDN2 WO BRI RNOT 9o
TN O 902 DWPNT TP LAY 299 Y @ ROR
A7) PPND2 MP? RINTIT LMY MM WO Than
W= 70N T ONNT TINET NON2 W - “NON2Y (N
NON2 W - 7IET N L AR 209 R LI nona
DB TR NPT ,2PIIN NPT D7 WY 107
1902 TY PSP TN 1T (TP M3 Y "D
ST NI TY NN DY 2T 77237 TP 0w
NN 2T DWW 891,510 T 9100 0N o
DWW KON /I 2NN M3 T ONTT LN i
I ROR LTI NI N TN 1N 7237 1T
NRMDT NI RNWT 003 8T LT Do o3 Yy
Riepivaminliniel ot Bati VARt iniiEl e |dvdinin i Vol vk o7

970 O"N ANK N .3
VT NON2 MMM DT NNEY 200 A TR D
DTIP 21087 2107 1N ,0NWS PDDM ON M3 T 8T

Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



\“f.

Jf

41

ND
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One Who is Uncertain if He Recited Birkat HaMazon

Q What happens if | eat a meal and do not remember if | bentched?
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Moving to a New Location in the Midst of a Meal

If | start a meal in one place and want to leave in the middle or continue
eating elsewhere, what do | do about Birkat HaMazon?
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The Beracha on Schnitzel
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| have heard people question something | considered a simple fact — that
the beracha on schnitzel is Shehakol. What is the truth?
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B-6

Factors that Determine the Precedence of Berachot

Before eating peaches and grapes, | made a Borei Pri HaEtz with the
intention of eating a peach first. Immediately (i.e., before eating), |
realized that according to the laws of kedimut (priority in berachot), |
should have made the beracha on and eaten the grapes first. At that point,
what should | have eaten first: the peach or a grape?
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Beracha Acharona After Ice Cream and Ices

If one eats ices or ice cream, does he have to make a beracha acharona,
or is it considered that he ate it too slowly?
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Repeating Tefillat HaDerech During An Ongoing Trip

If one travels over the course of more than one day, should he say
Tefillat HaDerech more than once, and if so, when?
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Beracha at the Place Where One Was Saved in a Car Accident

My car slipped off the road and started rolling down a hill in a wooded
area and was stopped by a tree after two tumbles. | was belted in

and, baruch Hashem, | escaped with only mild bruises. | said Birkat
HaGomel. Should | make the beracha upon experiencing a ness
(miracle) when | pass by the place of the accident?
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Reciting HaGomel for a Child Who Was Saved

Someone made a standard Birkat HaGomel because his young
grandchild was saved from danger. Is it correct to recite HaGomel on

behalf of a child?
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Use of a Non-Jew on Shabbat

We have a local goy shel Shabbat (Shabbos goy). | do not know how
and when | can use him for things other than emergencies. If | hint to
him, can he do whatever | want when | need him?
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Using a Driver Who Did Not Make Havdala

May one get into a taxi on Motzaei Shabbat when the driver is a Jew
who one assumes did not make Havdala, considering that it is forbidden

to do melacha before Havdala?

TH 1D K PHN PO Yy NMw .3

RO 90w A By WY NOW INBIND P01 AN BN
N2 NWwea TS993 TMNDDY L. Bhe Pyranm
FONWT 1D D3 UNTI2 BT /T YT S unTaa
228 21BN T30 DX PO L apPTT Nonoy 5y
TIND T RONLNIDOPD A3 NAPTTIT MWD AT PR D PN T
il Al iniiainhininliyiidalrinri Unpraiatainkinin R alet iinial
MDY N2 NONYM 03

12 10°0 ) PON NMYNK NMY 4

NP V3D TNDN KROMM 1O DWT ONT D 0P AN
MY OIDT MO WY TI2T DWW ANY 7 on thn 8D
MDWIT TN DI PWAT 3D NI TTIY N
FIXY RWHN P NDTNAYINT MY 1380 KON 13277
N2 DD ONT N0 Mm% @y Dpn 50N NI ONNY
DWW ,I7°MN0% DN PO L,IDWN A1 T PN 70 DN NXN
PR TINI5T M0 YT WY 71D NPy Ton o
e WO NN KD MY 3857 1M

DT FIONDIT ANRY MMDWNY N wIne 0 INn
T 9D TR DYP OME WP P2 SMTANT” NN
I NI N2 SR ,5MTANT WK S YTl e
590 DNYPTI PR DNPWD NHDORY T2 1P 18w
DINT W LR 1A 220 NI T TN 910
ST2TIMT MIXD N2 DOPR IRY T NI pnd
PRY N2 ORIy D %R 215 8O
DWW NPT 7T — TAXYI PIM SM7a05 950 onyTa
TN DWW T 235 TN oD DR ,D9%eNND
W 02 PIDS 1% DN LT9BN DT TPON DN Sw
DINGT O TION 102 ROK N0 RTID 2910RS D3vmanTo
MY L2008 DN S DT 8D 928 19eNT W Sw
D3 M3 T L0 oy L95Bennd onyTaw o8R0 9y on
N2 97277% 990 DN PRY NYWA T 5 anTen
PANIT WP NOW ORI FTIRD QMY S DT On
STIDNT TMOWT WMDY Om ROR LIPTAT NN N2
J19T20 Ny N Sw

T3 O Sw onOPop 1TT 25w 0 N3P 1DIN2
13712 DY DIMITP 0 ANIMY AINIPN NI
oY TOR5HD Nty OW NTOY Om N 0 ,DnaRoD
ST2720 ANRY N2 DNMXY Y DMWY NI DRY
DRT TP PID APII WA LM N 50 PR 1w
29130 590 DM N PN

www.eretzhemdah.org

3 0Y )P 9T Naw ,KI0) .1

129 MR 2OMTAN ROT 23 Op AN Lpewmn Do
12 DR PP 12 TPION 127 DD DIIBIN 72 WYON
DYTINT — KR D TN DT PO YW DIND
T9BND 297N SRMY MR TTTVT 27 N L195N2
D10 9 9YTANT — NP DY DI O STy N
TP MR N2 JNI 00 KRIN NN M T2 DD
SWN 295 NAR 920 0 R LS DN 127 80T
13972 /0 WD 10D TN O 13NN N3P0
AR TINT NI 2092 RINT D7 SWN 20 0K PO
NP 13N50m M0 WP 2 S Tan

YYD VYT PO OYN NIXK TV w2
SMaM DN STAW DT MONTD D My ioN
DI 9P 9T 8 PTIR B 9P AN AN 198n3
AN F9BN2 ST TP TN WYY Y oM

STOROM T 1002 N2 7Gnn oy wpn o) 9vTan
72 2T R IS0 WY 19N POTIN 1KY DWI 11 10
FIONDID T 907 DMIN N (12 92) FTOROM W oTp oD wIp
DWW ARIVT N NP2 237 NPT 228 A998 200 13D s
OPI% I WWHNI T L™ 273 YI) MY PAX PR nwnd
TINWNT 812D PUYIT 228 ,710027 STp NRRY T NN Dp oY

v P’'o OV "D

IND PR OPTT O ONIT RPYD .. o= SMINY SR D
Q207 110, MTY 9950 RS DR 19N 550 TR o
Y7291 1PNS 10T DMWOMT NOK NI MO IR0 PN
Q20DMY LSYTONY DT PR NWY? KO 1Y D10 Oy
LI NONDI NI ORI NOR D 103 RO NI
NIMITT NI 0T 90 T2 N7 PRY S NI
TR PN ARSI 3 NPT 2aN LT 10 e Doxy
"INPD N7 RAMID PITY 1D 10 0N T N
DYDY AN KDY LU0 WD T NN Iy
NIMI2 10 PRY AR a9 902 nsnn o mY /R
DD DY 10 WY DTN 10T T 90 XN WNY XY
17 PRWRN NPT NTI RON ;NIY OTIP Pon NI 02
YT 12 TN % 200 LI PISY T 8T
NPT NMIYY RO 0 NN NMIART 922 87 700
J103

Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



N
]
1K

o

C-3

Making Kiddush for Others Before Accepting Shabbat

A friend of mine goes to a local hospital where there are Jewish patients
who are not able to make Kiddush, and he does so on their behalf. When
Shabbat begins late and people eat before Shabbat, he makes Kiddush
for them before accepting Shabbat and then returns home. May he make
Kiddush for others before he himself accepts Shabbat?
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C-4

When and How to Accept Tosefet Shabbat

How and when does one fulfill the mitzva of tosefet Shabbat
(extending Shabbat) as Shabbat enters?
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Playing Major League Baseball on Shabbat

As a sports fan, | was wondering whether it is permitted for Jewish
Major League baseball players to play a game without actually violating

Shabbat.
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C-6.1

Use of a Coffee Maker With a Timer on Shabbat

May one set an automatic coffee maker on a timer so that it brews the
coffee on Shabbat morning? (The ingredients would be put in and the
settings adjusted before Shabbat, and no electrical switches need to be

pressed to remove the coffee.)
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C-6.2

Use of a Coffee Maker With a Timer on Shabbat
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Closing a Door to a Closet Containing Mothballs on Shabbat

We have had problems with moths in a certain closet, so we have put a
material that kills moths and their larvae (developing moths) through fumes
that are trapped and accumulate inside the closet. If we open the door to
the closet, may we close it again on Shabbat, or is that considered killing

the moths?
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Cake after Kiddush at Night

I will be hosting Sheva Berachot on the Shabbat that follows the fast of
Asara B’Tevet (which falls on Friday). | am considering serving a snack,
including cake and drinks, after Kiddush at night instead of going straight
into the meal. Does this raise any halachic issues?
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Starting Mincha of Shabbat a Few Minutes Early

A local minyan for Mincha on Shabbat often starts before the earliest time
permitted. When | asked about it, they said they are careful that the Amida
(“Shemoneh Esrei”) is recited at the proper time. Is that good enough?
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C-10

Is Raw Food That One Expected to be Cooked Muktzeh?

| put uncooked food on a hot plate before Shabbat, expecting that it would
become ready over Shabbat. After Shabbat began, | discovered that the hot
plate was not properly plugged in. Was the food muktzeh? Is it possible to
argue that since | reasonably believed that the food would be edible, the
food was on my mind when Shabbat began, not removed from it, as the
word muktzeh implies? When | found out about the mishap, Shabbat had
already begun, and | remember learning that there is no muktzeh for part of

Shabbat. Is that correct?
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Using a Utensil to Catch Muktzeh

On Shabbat, is one allowed to put a utensil (kli) in a place where it will catch
a muktzeh object? For example, can | put a plate under a candle to catch
falling wax? Can | place a bucket to catch or gather dirty water that dripped or
seeped in? In the latter case, may | remove the accumulated water?
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Workers in the House of One Who Has Accepted Shabbat Early

house (none of whom are Jewish) continue working until regular Shabbat

Q If | accept Shabbat early, can workers who are building an extension to my
begins in town?
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Are Pets Muktzeh on Shabbat?

Are pets muktzeh? If they are, may one touch them without moving

them?
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Itching Flaky Skin on Shabbat

| often have itchy, dry skin. Is it permitted on Shabbat to relieve the itch
by scratching if, based on experience, | know that some flakes will fall off?
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Cholent Cooking Further on Shabbat

On Friday night, | took the cholent off the blech, spooned some out while
holding the pot, and returned the pot to the fire. While tasting the sampling,
| found that it was not fully cooked (although it was edible), but | left the
cholent pot on the blech, where it became fully cooked. Did | do the wrong
thing, and if so, was it permitted to eat the cholent the next morning?
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Separating Shemitta Food Before Clearing Plates on Shabbat

When | clear leftover food off of plates on Shabbat and some of the food
has kedushat shvi’it, is it borer to separate that which needs to go into the

pach Shemitta?
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Buying on Credit on Shabbat

In my yeshiva, someone sells baked goods in the following manner. The
proprietor leaves the products in a box accompanied by a price list and a
sign-up sheet. Students are trusted to take what they want, write down their
names and a tally of their purchases, and pay periodically. Is it permitted to
take things on Shabbat and record the purchase after Shabbat?
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Is a Phone Carried as a Precaution Muktzeh?

Q

I am an older man who recently underwent a series of health crises,
including a heart attack. | usually take a cell phone with me when | am
outside my home in case | need to call for help. On Shabbat, | feel uneasy

going out alone without a phone, as people may not be around in my
building’s stairwell or late at night. May | carry the cell phone in my pocket
(we have an eiruv), or is there a problem of muktzeh? (My nervousness is
not enough to be unhealthy itself, and | will not refrain from going out if
you forbid me from taking the phone.)
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The Timing of Selichot

It is difficult for me to say Selichot late at night or early in the morning.
What are the factors involved in the issue of the timing of Selichot?
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Blowing Shofar on the Left Side of the Mouth

When the otherwise most appropriate candidate for blowing shofar is
able to blow only on the left side of his mouth, should he be passed over
in favor of one who can blow on the right side?
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Causing a Flame to Be Extinguished on Yom Tov

Is there a way to shut off a gas range on Yom Tov after one has finished
cooking? Letting it remain on is a waste of money, and at least on
Shavuot, the extra heat in the house is unwelcome.
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Lighting a Havdala Candle on Yom Tov

What do we do about lighting a Havdala candle when Motza’ei Shabbat

isa Yom Tov?
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One Who Must Eat on Yom Kippur — How Careful about the Amount?

If, for life-threatening health reasons, someone must eat on Yom Kippur an
amount that at times exceeds the shiur, does he have to be careful about

the shiur the rest of the day?
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Must One Stand Throughout Ne’ila?

It is hard for me to stand the whole time during Ne’ila, as most people
do because the aron kodesh is open. Am | required to do so?
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Havdala after Yom Kippur that Fell on Shabbat

| know that Havdala after Yom Kippur is different from Havdala on
Motzaei Shabbat. What happens when Yom Kippur falls on Shabbat?
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Cutting the Branches of a Neighbor’s Tree that Impinge upon a Sukka
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| have been building my sukka on my balcony for years. A neighbor’s tree
has been encroaching on my air space. | have trimmed branches in the past,
but now there are branches very high overhead that densely cover major
parts of the sukka.Do high branches ruin the sukka’s kashrut? If so, do |
have the right to make my neighbor cut down the significant section of the
tree that causes the problem, and if so, who pays for it?
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The Purpose of the Hechsher for S’chach

There are many brands of mats of bamboo and the like that serve as
s’chach for a sukka that have hechsherim. What are the rabbis attesting to

that is not self-evident?
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Drinking Wine on Chol HaMo’ed

| have heard that one should drink wine on Chol HaMo’ed, but not all
religious people do so. Although | enjoy drinking wine occasionally, | am
not always in the mood, and it is not always convenient. Should | make it a
point to drink wine on Chol HaMo’ed, and if so, how often and how much?
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Where to Light Chanuka Lights — Inside or Outside?

Q Should I light my chanukiya inside or outside?
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Lighting Chanuka Lights on Friday

| am nervous this year, with the first day of Chanuka falling on
Shabbat, that my one Chanuka light may go out too early. Is there a

halachic solution to this problem?
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Missing Parashat Zachor

| may have to be out of town on Shabbat Zachor in a place where there is no
shul or possibility to hear the reading of Parashat Zachor. Is it sufficient that |
hear the same p’sukim every year on the Shabbat of Parashat Ki Teitzei and
that | will hear the reading about the actions of Amalek on Purim morning?
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Reading Megillat Esther from a Scroll

Some people use kosher megillot to follow the reading of Megillat Esther.
Is that important to do? Also, whether one uses a printed text or a klaf
(megilla scroll), should he read along (with his lips) with the ba’al korei?
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How Thoroughly Should Bedikat Chametz Be Done?

Growing up, we scrubbed and cleaned our house for a month before
Pesach, but on the night of bedikat chametz, we did a ceremonial bedika,
which was unlikely to uncover any chametz (except the ten “planted”
pieces). However, based on my study of the relevant gemarot, | understand
that the serious search for chametz should be done specifically on the night
of the fourteenth of Nisan. What should we really be doing?
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Bedikat Chametz in Shul

their places?
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Must someone be appointed to do bedikat chametz in a shul, or
is it enough that congregants are told to remove all chametz from
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How Much Charoset Goes on the Maror?

How much charoset should one eat along with the maror?

PR % DY ANT TN QPR oMY LONOY SN D
TN NI 10 ISR 92 2NOw w0 10Y onan
73277 KUTT ANT POT2 MIMN 139072D KT L1320

n 1550 N PID Nym YN ModN 07an3
DD N 22051 70N N2OR Y7 Tam N ..
e MOPB ST RO NDNTD NN I 8,000

X Ty 1vp 9T 0Mod ,KI0) 5

DWR 210931 YT YT MM IXD PR TN ND
SART,TI2TT MM ROMTMNT 7T O 7R 40 8207
IND? 1BRT RNPNNT TIN5 10 Snam 13277 NN
NOMYNRT DM 03T — W DN W N%0IAND PR DN HNT
= 73297 NRMYTIRT 228 ,732772 13207 W RNMTINTA
SOMTIRTD 0 MWD 13297 NN

N YD NYN 7D OrN NIXK TV INDIW .6

N2 ,NDIMD DD WYPEN M NND TR J0 NN ..
TN T OPHN NN DY 512 8O 10N 13T
o V0PI DD YD

X ’pYy T'p 97 0'Nod ,moom .7

NN N ONDN DRD DR - MIRD N0MT PNY 57PN
907 TOT T WN ZMNNT DO 212 MWIT 0N
NS ,RDP DWW DT 2122 PI PN KD M Py
S92 2 vpn

www.eretzhemdah.org

X DY TP 77 0NDD ,KI0) .1

DOENBY? Pum TP N2 Somn 135 W R
JIWAN WP NDMM N 3N 1I% W LNeN
PITY Y272 NN 20 JTIXD NDMT PRY D OY AN
STIXD N

N DY 10p 97 0'NMDD ,XINV) .2

WD DIWH — XD RO NI LIS DD PN 90 Y AN
QIPON 929 L. JREP 2D N 92T N — 212 NN
SIDIN ND 927 IV ONRD LSIDY IR I P 92N
TI9IT AN MR WMNMT DT AN I 127 MBS o
JTBNY 07 — MRS TOMDS PN MRS Y
M5 08 — TomDS PN

ow 073v9
DRI NYT MM RWT WP DT AW — NOp awn

3PV 1P 1T Ow MOOIN

RIMDYS 1D WP N7RLL DNYAN 17 D — NEP
PONIY NPT (1D AT PO NIDMIL 19N MDD KT
PIOR DT "YPINTT O PR PO DD DR TAWNA
AREP DY N ROW WI0 PYTIT RPN DY 2MDHa MR
2172 NP RO NDWDT 1190, DD TN ONDN 10 ON
730D DIPHT NN SN PRDY 8EP 02 PN DY
JLIDTT TN KU 13T 8DPT

) YN PID ONDD ,07INIHY MWDK V11D .3
AWN” TI22 NPT? 2N LMED DD AMDINY P1ITY M
J1957T ST N0 NPION Y 1N 1NIXDY U

X? 51 P9 N¥PYY YN MObN 07anI .4

12 1T P 2R ADr 2SI SR MIER NeYamn
falmPiimbint atinialel i’ﬂpﬁ 2NN PP TXDY 0N
PIOIT 1IN P30 10 PONTY LT NI PPN N
2V FIOIN PROIMY 72N 1M D PPN NN POanm
DB 9992 m‘?wn

ow Mwn anbd
PDD N2 /99Y BORR 95T 2SN YsTR MR nEYann
STINT 20T ANITY (TP AT PITX N2 WYON M0
M M2T9T O MR LR 2ND TSRt e
PRINNI WWITP WRT D PN PITY 0N MPON
QIR TINTSY AN TI5T PR 7N0MT NADON O 1

Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



\“f

Jf

41

ND

D-18

Eating Shmura Matza All of Pesach

Should | eat only shmura matza all of Pesach? This seems to be becoming
an increasingly popular practice. Is this is Halacha, a worthwhile minhag,

or neither?
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Making Egg Matzot Available to Guests at a Hotel

| run a hotel that has many guests for Pesach. Can we put a box of egg
matzot on each table so that those who need them will find them easily,
or must we be concerned for the very likely possibility that some guests
will, out of ignorance or lack of interest, use these matzot when it is not
warranted? Would it be considered lifnei iver (the violation of placing a
halachic stumbling block before the “blind”)?
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Forgotten Chametz Found After Pesach

| spent some time in Hong Kong in the fall and since | was planning to
return the next summer, | left some things there, including a bottle of
scotch. | did not give thought to it until | returned in May. Is it chametz
she’avar alav haPesach? While | did not include it in my mechirat
chametz, did my bitul chametz help?
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Changing One’s Custom Regarding the Days of Sefira

May one change the minhag he keeps for the restrictions of the sefira
period from year to year, according to his needs?
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Remodeling Work During the Three Weeks and the Nine Days

work to be done on cabinets and other things that is supposed to start on

Q We are remodeling our kitchen. My wife ordered and signed a contract for

July 15 (23 Tammuz). May work continue during the Nine Days [before and
including Tisha B’Av] or must it be stopped?
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Does Tasting a Fleishig Crumb Make One Fleishig?

Q

During a milchig meal, | saw a crumb on the table, which | assumed was
from bread. | put it on my tongue and then realized it was a crumb from
the coating of chicken schnitzel. Of course, | immediately spit it out.

Could I have continued the milchig meal, or was | flesihig and therefore

required to wait six hours?
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Using a Knife Sharpener for Milchig and Fleishig Knives

Can | use the same mechanical knife sharpener for milchig and

fleishig knives?
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Kashering a Water Kettle that Came in Contact with Cheese

| put a hot, pareve water kettle in a milchig sink and saw that it touched a
relatively small piece of cheese. Do | need to kasher the kettle, and if so,

how?
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Rinsing After Eating Pareve Food Cooked in Fleishig Pot

| know that if one eats milchig food, he has to wash his hands and rinse his
mouth before eating fleishig. What if he eats pareve food that was cooked
in a fleishig pot? Although he does not have to wait six hours, does he at
least have to clean his mouth and hands?

XD PO DD 7D YT NI 01NN 7D .4
mIp "y 85 w3 S P2 Swaniw Swan SoN
D MR N2 TTON) T T390 S8R9 N 9
PTY TIIT ;T70 NN TION2 MW A0 90N ST AW P

o N

www.eretzhemdah.org

39D 1Y "D YT NI T INHW L]
TON NNS AN N2 77TP2 DM A%YANIY 11X
TowAns o PaR Omno? YR NN N2

JIND2 190K DR LTDYOpa 19BN AW oY T2
oY1 N3 N3 0P TN MDRS W ORD P W an
NDRD I L7 IDTIT KT IO 990 NI v oW (7am)
2517 @Y 21089 RPITY (TN PrID) 13Y 992 N Ty nonns%
AN MDWRA) A9 AN 09w Y902 1anD 928 XY wam
S %92 19) PILIOMIN 1983 W VWANI KO 0N 191 373 11 ,(TINT
O 191 .(1M¥Y NI2D) TIONT? 11 MY 251 DY (9IRS anm awa
AN AT AN 72 7T N9 L0399 12 1983 N 9wanIw 90T

(MR DY) 3w M oY 198RS 19N

379D DD M NYT NI T INHw .2
S Swan PAnR P1ORY AN s S Swan o8
DomEn wn) NPT KON TN O3 A9
71390357 910K 82 DN 9N (v mmam ompw) (s
TN OMWIY WT W WD S AR anN Ry

13T AW 5w e e YT S 1o L1302 S Swan
WA L(RTT MNP DA DT AW YR D N7IWN) WY Ww2D
AW MR MWD AW PWAN NN 7323 708D KO e vwoy
SNSNS As 1IN BN IR (721 TIN) T3 PEY NS PN a3y
PR LEY) 113923 N8 9198 AN s S avipa Swansw pa
713923 12 W SWan NN w2 ORI 1o mnn® aman 1a
PO WRn w2 90N 8D 1BNY O P W wr D La0T W
DMPW) T JT2 PII ON L1303 S Pwan anw awa S Swan

ARTT M fam

v P'0 O T .3

TN WM IEPY — AN YD WS PN BN TR
1”3 92 B3 NTT AN 13923 O 19087 19BRT NN
NI IIMMWNT NTT O8O0 @Y1 I3 02 oY1 1N)
TATP2 SWANI PIBR 1IN, NN 13023 21985 N
SNIT 02T ,IDW S NIHDHD NXP T L0 T NOY
O R DS N1AMD 13923 OY 190K? 08 NI

Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



E-5

What May a Slaughterhouse Do With Non-Kosher Byproducts?

We want to open a kosher slaughterhouse in South America and were
wondering if it is permitted to sell the non-kosher parts of the animals to
non-Jews. That makes economic sense, but is it permitted to benefit from

forbidden foods?
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Tovelling Commercial Food-Producing Equipment

Is it necessary to tovel equipment used in commercial food production (e.g.,
in a restaurant or factory)? Some equipment is impossible to tovel. Some
equipment is too big to tovel anywhere but in a natural body of water, and
sometimes the nearest mikveh is very far away. What should one do?
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Tevillat Keilim When There Is an Air Pocket

| tovelled a big pot in the mikveh, putting the pot in on an angle. Some
bubbles came out, but | am sure that an air pocket remained. Do | have to

redo the tevilla?
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Hafrashat Challa When Part Was Baked and Part is Dough

| used 2 kilograms of flour to bake several challot. | remembered about
hafrashat challa only after baking most of the batch and freezing the
remaining dough (which I did not need for that Shabbat). How do | do

hafrashat challa now?
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The Propriety of a Traveling Sefer Torah

| daven with a minyan on a train car in Israel that is set aside for that
purpose. Someone brings a sefer Torah to read from on Mondays and
Thursdays. | have heard that one may not move a sefer Torah from its set
place to read from elsewhere. Is what we are doing permitted?
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Placing Books on a Bima

Is it permitted to learn Torah with one’s sefarim on the bima, given that it

is intended for a sefer Torah?
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Does an Elevator Require a Mezuza?
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Is there a need to put a mezuza in an elevator of a building of Jews?
Is there at least a value in placing one there?
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A Mezuza at a Jewish-Owned Commercial Establishment

If a Jew owns a restaurant that is in a non-Jewish area and is run by non-
Jews (the Jewish owner visits only occasionally), must he affix mezuzot

to its doorposts?
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Trying on a Tallit Katan Without Tzitzit

| was trying on some pairs of tallit katan (the four-cornered garment
upon which tzitzit fringes are attached) in a store to see what size would
be best for me. Afterwards, | wondered whether what | had done was
permissible since tzitzit were not attached, and | consequently had worn
a four-cornered garment without tzitzit.
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Checking the Tzitzit of a Shul Tallit

A non-regular to our shul came without a tallit and was given a shul tallit.
The guest proceeded to check each tzitzit, counting the knots and strands
before putting on the tallit. Is it proper to do such an examination on

Shabbat? Isn’t this discourteous?
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Should a Single Man Wear a Tallit?

In one of your articles, you related to the fact that most single Ashkenazi
men do not have the practice of wearing a tallit for davening.

| understand that some opinions connect this minhag to the juxtaposition
in the Torah of tzitzit and marriage. However, the Shulchan Aruch,
Rama, and most poskim disagree, ruling that the mitzva d’orayta of tallit
begins at bar mitzva. Isn’t it a mistaken minhag to avoid the mitzva

d’orayta of wearing a tallit?
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Is Long Hair a Problem for Tefillin?

| have heard that there is an issue with long hair being a chatzitza
(problematic separation) between the tefillin shel rosh and one’s head.
How does one determine how much hair is too much?
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One Who Makes the Wrong Beracha on Tefillin Shel Yad

| accidentally made the beracha of “... al mitzvat tefillin” when putting
on my tefillin shel yad. Was that valid, and what should | have said for
the subsequent beracha on the shel rosh?
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Does Hosting Count as Giving Tzedaka?

| read in your book, Living the Halachic Process (vol. |, F-4), that one is
not obligated to spend his own money to perform mitzvot bein adam
la’chaveiro (interpersonal mitzvot). Does that mean that one is not
obligated to spend money on hachnasat orchim (hosting guests) or that he
can use tzedaka money for that purpose?
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Full Body Scans for Security

What does halacha have to say about the full body scans that are now
being implemented in airports for security?
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Refraining from Sitting in a Parent’s Seat

What is the source for the idea that one should not sit in a parent’s
set place at a dinner table? Does this apply only when the parents are
present? Are guests also precluded from sitting in the place of the head of

the home?
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Origin of the Practice of Men Covering Their Heads

When and based on what sources did the practice for a man to cover his
head originate, and in what circumstances is it required? Does it make a
difference what he is doing and where he is?

) P’ NP0 orn NIK MY .7

DWW N0 IR .. — YRR WNS mEs 1198
P2 PWOY NUT PP 1D T NN Dynn s
DTOPD PPMD AWM 52N, THN 10 PR DMV
92,7950 8% o NPT 9922 9503 713 10 ONY Y2100
DRTY 2Y 1M WRAT MDYIT Y YW T Pt pow
2P WTDT 90NT D WM DI [NIW DT NI DM
NOT 823 NVWT 0 AT PRYIPI 101 STORT NNDW
W02 121 .10 NN23ONT NI IR ANNR MY Do
2% DOP3DI 1M 2T 7Y 273D T EDA
WTOI OIN DNODY NBEWT IIOWT NP owNn
SNTANWS IR TP - 10 FIIMNIT DRI OTMT Dmpnn
DY 931 228 DTN ARWH N 72 WY P
T2 T RN 9P T MD22 7T 97w anow
TONRY T TN NI D DMV NPT pon? AN
Q2T NI PIP? PN NS 9OR WNAT NP1 2ws 10
o 1O TTENTP

VD 3 "D 0N NIXK TIW INHY .8
NPMS NN PN T N AP P T0 DN
(30w 720 11on) WRNT

2 P'o Ow NMI3 NHYY

,2TINYS PT NI, T20 DR (oW 901 — wNNT R
TTOWRT T LINT MDD M 3 N9 RN n9ua
PR YN LAYy AR MD0% 2100 QAT PR NN 8D
12 PN DINWS IR 9% a0 PR NYwa M2
AN 928 AT WNT TDOMY 71N 7T WK P
W T NN TRWRnY PIMI DY M0 NP am
2107 MDY B MWT INT WNT 12 7I0OMY TN 0P Taan
RSy

www.eretzhemdah.org

X DY K5 97T Py K03 .1
N9 NN PN DD Y PV 27T M2 83T 27
SR TTPN? 30 NN PN

1750 N PID MYT MoHN 073 .2
WANY KD — HXYD DMOT TMON DA T NN
1911 891 R0 12300 8)

2 50 T pID OMIDID NOOY .3

WRAL M N LDMIND PTID W MY PROIT LAMD
W LPNTI PYI0D DMIDIN W LY Y DB LN
1R TN WRND 22N PN Y DT DM 1A
PO TN NXWTY N

1 PID O'o0 NNWN NN MOYN 07an .4
15N

WY PV TN PL2TM TPNN 2T DI PPN
THAYY 81 ./WTP AN 0 WYY NI AT
D90 D932 891 A2 WRN2 891 INTNEN2 19803
NON DP1TIT 3D 1T NOW DT WIN T ON

e D937 022

370D KY 7D 07N ADK TV 1N .5

SIO0 WRND PO TOOIR NIRITY NDRY DI
N932 ND3IOT N2 D3OS RO NS W ommN en
R

JY »d Y"oInn MW .6

NP2 Y N — T IO LN DO S anpnen
A3 TIRNI DPD 90m1 RN 10D TI0% N BRI
IPRWI DITOT DTN RS AR 2T DWW PRY AN
QMR T 19 WY Dom TN%N% O 51 ,awiT oM
DT %Y 2 10N MXMe NP5 12 Do oynw
WHNY ROW WIS PI WRID 1IN DO L. DT
TDIY 720 12T WNT 5 mand vop 720 oNy oy
129DN FINTI DIP SM1 AW IR PT IS 7122 WNA
P10 15 PRY %2 KYT LI NN A% a3
WRT NN TTDINY 71217 1T, MANKD PIaD W oy
"I

Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



n‘r.

1

G-6

The Origins and Nuances of Our Nation’s Names

| am on my state’s History-Social Science Curriculum Framework and
Evaluation Criteria Committee. We have been debating whether the
Ancient Hebrews should be referred to by the name “Hebrews” or

“lsraelites.”

How does your organization refer to your ancient ancestors?

Also, was it the Hebrews or the Israelites who organized the Kingdom of
Israel? From which did the teaching emerge that God established ethical

principles for humankind?
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Netilat Yadayim and Hygienic Concerns

Given the great concern regarding “swine flu,” many consider it
hygienically prudent to wash their hands with soap and water before
doing netilat yadayim with a washing cup and eating a bread meal. Is it
permitted to do netilat yadayim with a beracha when you know that your
hands are already clean before the netila? If one may make the beracha,
should he dry his hands before doing netilat yadayim?
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Ribbit — Discount on Rent for an Apartment for its Buyer

| sold an apartment to a ben Torah. There was a payment at the signing and
there were additional payments at various dates. The closing was to be on
December 1, contingent on the completion of all payments, which in turn
depended on obtaining a mortgage and clearing up certain legal issues. By
no fault of either side, the final payment took place several weeks later. Our
contract included a clause allowing the buyers to move into the apartment
well before Dec. 1, but they had to pay the same rent the outgoing renters
did. They did not pay in advance, and | figured that they would take care of
it together with the final payment. When the time came, the buyer claimed
that he should pay rent only until Dec. 1, the envisioned date of transfer of
ownership. He argued that while payment was not actually completed by
that date, he had already paid a clear majority of the purchase price. He said
he would accept the ruling of any rabbi | want to ask, and | would like to
ask you. | am pretty sure | am right, but considering that he paid so much
money and that the amount in dispute is tiny in the scheme of all the money
changing hands, | feel that it would be a shame to leave a bad taste from our
transaction. Thus, assuming | am correct, | would be happy if you would

suggest a p’shara (compromise).
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Incomplete Standing for Modim D’Rabbanan
and to Honor Talmidei Chachamim

| see people making a semi-rising motion at the beginning of Modim
D’Rabbanan and also when a talmid chacham walks by. Is that correct
¢behavior? What are the rabbinical sources on the matter
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A Beracha on the Mitzva to Write a Sefer Torah

Q Why is there no beracha on the writing of a sefer Torah?
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Removing Tattoos Before Conversion

| am studying to convert to Judaism with an Orthodox rabbi. | know

that tattoos are viewed negatively by my rabbi and others. People are
unaware that | have some (not obscene ones), and | am concerned that
when | will put tefillin on, people will find out. Should I just not convert?

Will rabbis accept me?
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Honoring a Request to Bury Outside of Israel

My father-in-law died in America recently and was buried there. My
mother-in-law plans to move here (Israel), where all her children live. She
has clearly indicated her desire to be buried next to her husband. Will
we be required or allowed to carry out her wish, given that it violates the
halacha that she should be buried in Israel? Other related points are that
we will have no place to sit shiva in America and will not be able to visit

her grave on yahrtzeits.
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A Mistaken Ketuba at a Wedding

What should one do if he discovers a mistake in a ketuba as it is being

read under the chupa?
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A Chatan Leading Bentching at Sheva Berachot
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May a chatan lead the bentching and/or recite the sheva berachot at his
own sheva berachot celebration? If he generally should not, does it make
a difference if he is a greater talmid chacham than anyone else present?
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Drinking Sheva Berachot Wine at Se’uda Shlishit

We made sheva berachot at se’uda shlishit that ended well after sunset.
The question arose: should one drink the cup(s) of Birkat Hamazon /

sheva berachot before Havdala?
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Drinking Sheva Berachot Wine at Se’uda Shlishit

T WD KYT #D 0PN MK TV INHW .6
PAND KON P2 TN DYWL ,WIPNT DPY N ON
ROMD NDIVIM DIY NN PRGN (1D KO 1D)
D210 MPBW MW D TN P 2o ;1nd
AR NG KOMD WYL 0D PO NOT DR YN
DR D121 DMNNIT NPWIT NHIMIN D7D ANHYT
NPITY ;2SR WD NN LRYY 8O wIpnT oyt KO
DUIRIT DT 01D DINPWBIT DT NI 728 WP

MR NDYBI Y307

AV P70 Ow NNMNI3 NHwn

IO TIPYTIN IMNIT D 13N — amvasad wmb
PHIMED PRDNT 90 NNNY PBRT DINNN 71200
AN D7D DYDY T 0P I KO N NS 8ond
DD NN TN

3D 7D O»N NIK LN PHN K W M L7
QWO TTYDI PN R SO N Pom o
W LD 9P PN NN TN Dwa o T
DR 12BN ,MN% RI9PD DT B NInw? Thann
WP DT 9P AT N2 2% TN T AN
7902 1R 2% 7D DI IR NNan NN 1o o
TR TP DWOW TTIYD TOWRIY B 9P AN NN
TTIPDD 7292 DWIN WO 1T ON O3 .00 NNY
T2 MO M D 9P DI SY 0 et
TIINH WM DINYT DDA DNYO TIAnT WY i
17200 10 03 2NOW TIN0Y DI 9P 2% amawa M
p i bialnidie i) i falnflial gl valvoni Bt Lin e YIS onl van il
L30T NN TR PINAT N0N2% TR N0 B oY
ST IO DAY DUND NIDN2 YA M
DIDNAMT DI MNY NI SR NN DN
LN 19091 TN DI TIND D3N NI D
TDNT D2 NON2D NNES MDY DRI DX DINYT
RaimiztaBalibio

www.eretzhemdah.org

LD PD T PHN TN NNX YD MK MY .5
UM NON2 DD SPW MDD Pawa T S Nxn L.
2P AN KON T0OM NN %Y L Nt amyna
INMT 2w NYT ORI VAT L ThanT Syn ninwd
W VIR PHAY YA NIPDRY (1D 195 ,%0m
DI 93 1WA NOT2 TJN2% TR WY NWR N2
WO TTIYDAY IR NON2 DB DY A 902
ROMD N RS KON VNP PNY 9730 2P
NI poAnINY PATIY ONRD DUwS on mnnd
ST BT POM T T ,ANMY 89 nnd
NOL ISR P2 NN L NN 90 TN oy 10
W NDNTLPBXNY VYT PTI JPD ,IN O Nund
Eyialnllinivedodl Ui inlvalvdie vasla i ntvalN ahi e v Inlats
D DMINATD D3 PN NN DIDT ANAYIT NBd
LNPYY T 1T PN MYB VT .. N Dvnwa
RO NN N TN DAY 2 N 79O T
DD NYT T I 8O N7 P T L anw
SN DD DM TN PR NI TN 200
ST PR DINWS pomxe 5O Innnew AN 105
TN KDY YN TR NN TN 8T 190 a8
TR0 ANTe W Dpn Son 8BNS NOMD INmn
REDN NPT VAN 70O AT N NT o
RYTY DRI NINWS 730 0N 228 ,MnwS 1% i K/
A20D% PR L9 TRMT AN RS TR L0mnD Tnw
N2 TP W D WL BYn PR opnd Tany 928
MR AW DY AN NWT T NS I avom
D722 79 TN NN TN 89 Thanmw

%W 920 NIRAT 2T 990 oPpn PR NaNaY anD
2w DD P2 PO KT (7xT) S nnoma antp
700 WIS uMn NS PR T nona
DO NN AN 1NN T PRI S DMy ,DTNAN
M2 0w Py 990 e 85 125,17 Nona S D1oa
PRWIIT DID NIT AT NN S DID DA 10 INNY
SNAN2TI KO

Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



-1

Paying for a Cancelled Taxi Order

A friend of mine reserved a place on a sherut (a joint, ten-seat taxi
service to Ben Gurion airport) for the middle of the night. When he
awoke, he realized that he had made a mistake; his flight was the next

night. He tried unsuccessfully to reach the taxi service to cancel and then
went back to sleep. The taxi driver arrived as scheduled, and when my
friend did not appear, the angry driver called him. My friend explained
what had happened, but he did not pay the driver. The next night, he
called the same taxi service (they did not realize that he was the same
person who had called the day before). He did not feel that he had to
pay double, as he made use of the transport service to the airport only

once. Was he correct?
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Is a Watchman Responsible for More Than He Expected?

I went with some friends to play ball in a local park, and one of

them decided to leave early. He asked me to take his bag back, but |
forgot about it, and it is now lost. He says that | owe him $500 for my
negligence, as he had a lot of cash and some electrical devices in the bag.
While | trust him on the facts, | would not have agreed to accept such a
big responsibility had | known what was in the bag. We asked a rebbe of
ours what to do, and he said | should pay, which | did. Later, he said that it
might be a complicated case and that we should ask an expert in Choshen
Mishpat. Did | have to pay and, if not, can | get the money back?

T7T A IND TY — 7003 IR 23T 1D 7aN DNDD
P3P w%Y ANwS SN T%Y 20D D PrD 27y da
DOVTT LM 3NTT TI0 NTO WY EwT NI YT
TRYT WD N RS LNIT ADD S TRHNT IRy 1
DIORS 10 TINT 10 DR LT T0Y Sapnw 1o 1
ATDYNT 92PN YT 10 ONRWY L2 S NI NAYIN
9P NP KBDIT KNIMAIT QP! (30D 1577 195N
RDWH T 128 VXN TPOT DN NPNDNT 23 5P AN
9951 9P NI 9030 1 a8 DNDT M 90 20T
ST M9NN PRT AMD 528,00 121 Y 12 vop Sap
SP NP N Y AUDT KRNI K XD 10 Y
TV T O PN B AOTUNTT 1D DpH Som1 ;1

ST WO IND TP — 7RIMTT 8PBD N ONRT MY

3 P"0 12 "D VOV 1WIN T'VY .4

DT 27PN NI NI IR PID A1 PIAIT 2ND
WIIT D D" pEDI RWIY 12T YR (R
,PANIZ KDY PIINT KOADWT NTT PN JIMPT KNP
YT PDDI N20W NI FTIWA 9272 ML 0T TP 8
N3 RIS IND TY - 3T Ao Ni99oT 95
TN2NRED NN T3P 9272 Y0 amd P 8O 81T 0
DODT NP2 SN SNTID PBY DWW I TINn
2P TIND 1PDNT RN SIPBY N3N 8D P2
SN0 YR ANaNn RYT 0 T RS M1 DY
ADY PMITT FINTI LOOWD MDY NWY WP 1 KON
N7V 73 73] PN SR N2 2NOw TRpnd 9N
PN 902 O%” ANWS M [DOMIDS 77T AT DT
13 PRI — PN BPN NN POD 952 TMONIY
['" — "t D] 112 1BpN B0 MOPIY 1 DY I ...
AN L P2 NI TIDBANT NPT Q7N WPITT
DIODIT PID AT 2NOW TIMY ANYTe DpDWD 1277
MT 10 O8RS NS D7 BwH DNTT TN PN
PYIWIT 90 PID2 IIMMNT KNN2TT 8NN%5 PN
DN .. TP WPON MO TIPT NINT [27Y 17 o]
JIDDN 3T KD PN S NN ON PBRT NN
T SPT MO KO PIN MIYPD DHNY DR 1M
ITDBNTT D 12 DN ST NYTY W MO v
PN IDBN NIT LNWPN2 DBND MY M T N2
Ny 9105

www.eretzhemdah.org

N DY 3D 97 Kpp X33 ,KM) .1

WYTHT? 100 DpH PWWHI DM T 1 AT
7292 WYTI T ROR DOWN PRY — PRI T e
TQT P WA PMPY PR WA P e
NON DO INY — DM 1R PP PP 1M
STRS 2T I IO :N2T AR L7250 Py wT
DDYWH — NPT UNYT ADD S N2 VT L2 N
FETNPINT 7023 T2 7INT OND 70 KT WD 2T 30T
RO 9 FTONT AP SW nntwn — 12 apws
PR L0 90D ND RITTT KRNI %Y 93D NBDDT
138,712 330N 82772 NN SR 295 07 20 0
IO PTPY PP 1D P 30 KBwH KNSNnD
AR NPOR ;TI%0 PR T KON DOWR 13 — pona
ST TR M3 KT ,70Y 90D YT 8O 510
9P 99D RD ROTTT KN

1’V 3V »D LOWY WIN TV N .2
,2Y201D TP PIOWRD N I D PPN SR 12180
TIIPT 130N SRWW MWD 7T T 1300 ORI TN
NPT AND DNDT MY MT KON 19 0w 89 — 221D

T P"D K¥I "D ywinn myp .3

D2 20D DD A9 NN 8ON %Y wmbap 8D
AMD SRV 1287 (777 D NP 822) DNOT PRD TN
1N SRWA [TARY DMOYPN NOWnI 1% T pynen
I YT RS SNW 1TANY MO TP 20T P
DY N%2p KD P ANDT KNBI MWK XD P AMD
M LIWRS 2T 3T N3 23 (8,20 oY) 13MBNTD
ANWS IND TP - P TR PN PO o

ANPS 7N ,2ND (779 D) DNIT PID AndY Sw o
TDEMT AT 923 NS — 91T MY TINY NnNaY
TR DN 238 N7 ADD SW 7 WmNY pws Mhu
IDMTT QN 1Y LN2NTT KwWwD M3 INT onp 1o
2ON PTNPWR AN PTO% FNT RS Y 10 O Pywa
90PMT NBWH NN FINT 1AM 23 TPEN DIRY 1
TN TN 90 70 RO ONT BN P2 20 P2 v 50 oy
ANMTT RVWD L7130 RD M T2 Ja8 NTpea and
TR SNMYT N0, T30 50 1N ,iTa SIND 20w

Living the Halachic Process Vol. III



Reimbursement Through Additional Services

A laundromat damaged several articles of my clothing. They are willing
to reimburse me for some of the losses but only by offering free laundry
service. Is that a legitimate form of payment?
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Realtor Fee for an Altered Purchase

They signed an agent’s service contract with the plaintiff, a real estate
agent, obligating them to pay the plaintiff 2% of the sales price if they
were to buy an apartment that she showed them. The plaintiff told the
defendants that she regularly gives a discount for buying two apartments,
whereby they pay only 1.5% commission for the second apartment. At

a certain point, the defendants were interested in principle in buying

two apartments that the plaintiff had shown them, but they told her that
they would not do so if they would have to pay the full 2% commission.
After negotiations, during which the defendants calculated how much the
plaintiff stood to gain from the commissions even after a reduction, the
plaintiff agreed to lower her agent’s fee to 1.4% for each of the apartments,
and she faxed them two invoices stating the respective fees for the two
imminent purchases. Subsequently, an engineer uncovered serious flaws
in the more expensive apartment, and the defendants bought only the
cheaper apartment. The plaintiff then sent the defendants a bill based on a
2% rate of commission, claiming she had agreed to the special reduction
only because of the prospect of a double purchase. The defendants,
however, paid only the 1.4% rate, which appeared in the invoice faxed
earlier. Do the defendants have to pay the remaining 0.6%?

Q The defendants were interested in buying two apartments in Israel.
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Is One Obligated to Enable Someone to Sue Him?

| caused significant damage to someone’s property but in a manner that
| am not required to compensate him for it. He does not know who
caused the damage or how it happened. Word got around to me that
he is trying to find the “perpetrator” and make him pay. Must | present
myself to him and take the risk that he will give me a hard time by not
believing what happened or not understanding that | am not obligated
to pay, which is likely, given his personality?
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Protecting a Bicycle that Had to be Moved

Someone locked his bicycle to the banister next to the steps leading
to our building. One wheel blocked a third of the steps, creating a
significant inconvenience (especially to an older gentleman) and causing

a couple of people to trip (it was not easy to notice the protruding wheel,
especially at night). After waiting several weeks, during which time
apparently no one moved the bicycle and we were unable to ascertain
the owner’s identity, we broke the chain and moved the bicycle to a
place nearby where it does not disturb anyone. Must we now buy a new
chain to lock up the bicycle and protect it from theft? In our low-crime
neighborhood, carriages and (often) bicycles are left unchained, and they
can remain that way many months without being stolen.
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Discount for a Kashrut Mistake

Reuven hired Shimon to cater a mehadrin (strict level of kashrut) affair.
Due to a mix-up, Shimon rented keilim (utensils) from a service with
which he had limited previous dealings. Before the affair began, Reuven’s
suspicions were aroused that the utensils’ kashrut was questionable, as
was confirmed after the affair. Reuven wants a full refund for the affair,
citing his internal feeling of embarrassment that he caused his guests

to eat non-kosher food. Shimon, who had offered partial compensation
(credit toward future catering), has withdrawn any offer due to Reuven’s
alleged harassment. What is the halacha in such a case?
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Stopping Fare-Beaters

When | was on a bus the other day, | saw two young men share a chofshi
chodshi (monthly pass), which the bus company clearly forbids. Was

| required to say something to them? Could | or should | have told the
driver? Would this have been a problem of lashon hara?
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Sharing Expenses for a Separating Wall

Someone bought the home next to mine, and he not only wants to build
a stone wall between our yards, but also expects me to share in the
expenses. Is his claim that | am halachically required to do so correct?
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Using Other People’s Religious Articles
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| understand that Ashkenazim may borrow religious articles from each
other without permission, but Sephardim may not. May an Ashkenazi
borrow a Sephardi’s religious article without permission?
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Monopolistic Practices and Halacha

In a market with a very limited number of commercial properties, is
the owner of one store allowed to prevent competition by renting and
keeping empty another store that became available, thus allowing him to

charge higher prices?
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Taking a Book Left to the Discretion of a Yeshiva

someone who had learned there in the past. | tracked him down, and he

Q In the yeshiva where | used to learn, | found a sefer with the name of

said | could keep it, which | did. | have since moved away and began
wondering whether the owner had the right to let me keep his sefer, since
the yeshiva has a sign up saying that whoever leaves sefarim unattended for
an extended period allows the yeshiva to take them.
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Questionable Relinquishing of Rights

| heard the following surprising ruling in a shiur given by a talmid chacham.
Someone bought milk and found it to be spoiled. He decided it was not
worth the bother to go to the store to return it. Soon thereafter, his son
announced that he was going to the store, and the father asked him to
return the milk. The ruling was that he was forbidden to demand a refund
or replacement because he was already mochel (relinquished) this right. Is

that ruling correct?
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Partial Pay for an Uncompleted Job

We hired a contractor to do major home renovations. His prices for various
jobs were relatively high, but he promised us that he would throw in major
elements of the work as a free bonus. After doing about 75% of the total
job, but relatively more of the standard items than the bonus items, he
became sick and had to stop working. He has demanded 85% of the total
price, pointing to the line items on the written work order that he has
completed and their corresponding prices. He promises to make up for the
bonus items with jobs of similar value after he recovers, but we do not want
to settle for future services of questionable value to us. While we feel bad
for him, not only has his illness complicated our lives, but we also had to
pay another contractor good money (more than 25% of the first contractor’s
total projected charge) to finish up. How much should we pay?
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Malpractice for Extracting the Wrong Tooth

A dentist removed the wrong tooth, and now the patient needs an implant.
Is the dentist required to pay just for the damage of the missing tooth,
or does he also have to pay for expenses, such as special food during
recovery and the cost of an implant?
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Money Found in a House

| saw the following story on the news. During renovations on a home that
had been owned by several people over the years, a contractor found a
package with $182,000 stashed between the walls. The contractor took the
money, but the homeowner complained that since the money was found
in his house, it should be his. What does Halacha have to say about this?
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Damage to an “On Approval” Sales Item

| found an apparently suitable cello to buy, and the seller gave it to me

“on approval” (a purchase with a trial period during which one can return

it without explanation). During this time, one of the strings broke while |

was tuning the cello. | used the cello only to test it, and | did not use it after
making the decision to return it. When | returned the instrument to the seller,
she demanded payment for the broken string, and | paid. What does Halacha
say? Was | a sho’el (borrower of an object)? Even if | was, would breaking
the string obligate me to pay, as it seems to be a case of meita machamat
melacha (“died” due to its normal use), for which a sho’el is exempt?
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