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Shortening P’sukei D’Zimra in Order to Catch Up

| have noticed in a few shuls that a minority of the tzibbur starts Shemoneh
Esrei together, whereas many people who come in late or daven slowly (or
both) do not try to catch up. Isn’t it correct to skip parts of P’sukei D’Zimra
in order to daven Shemoneh Esrei with the minyan?
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A-2.1

Skipping to Shemoneh Esrei and Making up What Was
Missed

Question: Someone came into shul very late for Shacharit. He put on
tefillin and started Shemoneh Esrei right away with the tzibbur. He asked
me afterward whether he should make up P’sukei D’Zimra and Kri’at
Shema. What should | have told him?
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A-2.2

Skipping to Shemoneh Esrei and Making up What Was
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Missed
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Preference of Davening in a Shul

Is there a preference to daven in a beit knesset as opposed to a “house-
minyan”? Does it matter if the place is not an actual shul but consistently

hosts a minyan?
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Making Up a Tefilla with No Net Gain

Consider the following scenario. Someone davened on Rosh Chodesh
and left out Ya’aleh V’Yavo. He resolved the omission by repeating
Shemoneh Esrei. However, this time he forgot to say “v’ten tal u’matar.” |
heard that he does not have to say Shemoneh Esrei a third time because,
all in all, he said all the necessary elements. Is the same true in the
opposite case — if he left out “v’ten tal u’matar” in the first tefilla and
forgot Ya’aleh V’Yavo in the second — or is leaving out “v’ten tal u’'matar”
worse? Also, what happens if one left out “v’ten tal u’matar” at Friday
Mincha? Should he daven an extra Shemoneh Esrei of Ma’ariv to make
up for the invalid Mincha? Or do we assume that since we do not say
“v’ten tal u’'matar” on Shabbat, one gains nothing by doing that?
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A-5

Eating Before Davening in Order to Daven with a Minyan

shul to answer Kedusha, etc.?
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For medical reasons, | must eat early in the morning. Is it better if | eat
before going to daven in shul or if | daven at home, eat, and then go to
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A Chazan Wearing Short Pants

Q

| am the gabbai at a minyan (without a rabbi). In the summer, it
sometimes happens that someone who is wearing short pants wants
to be the chazan, and we have not allowed this in the past. This year,

some have objected to my making/enforcing this rule. Are they right?
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A Minyan Split between Adjacent Rooms

In a small shul or in a shiva-house in which there is an overflow to an
adjacent room, do ten men have to be in one room in order to form a
minyan? Someone claimed that as long as everyone is under one roof,

there is no problem.
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A-8.1

Lack of Unity in a “Unified” Minyan

Occasionally, we assemble a minyan of 10-12 men for weekday Mincha,
in which whoever leads the davening chooses the nusach. Several
Nusach Ashkenaz participants say Tachanun, even as a Nusach Sephard
chazan is leading Viduy and Yud Gimmel Middot. | imagine that this is
problematic for two possible reasons: 1) It represents a noticeable lack
of uniformity. 2) A minyan is required in order to recite Yud Gimmel
Middot. Are they indeed doing something wrong, and if they are, does it
justify someone pointing that out to them?
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A-8.2

Lack of Unity in a “Unified” Minyan

www.eretzhemdah.org
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A-9

The Need for a Mechitza in the Absence of a Minyan

Is there a need for a mechitza between men and women for tefilla when
there is no minyan, or when there is a minyan but it is not in a shul?
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A-10

Delay between Birkat Kohanim and Sim Shalom

| am a kohen, and after Birkat Kohanim, | usually turn around when the

Q

chazan starts Sim Shalom. Recently, a chazan chanted a tune between
Birkat Kohanim and Sim Shalom. Was that proper? Were we supposed to

turn around when he started chanting or when he began Sim Shalom?
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A-11

Reciting the Three Parshiyot of Shema Before Davening

If I wake up soon before the end-time of reciting Kri’at Shema (sof z’man
Kri’at Shema), must | say all three parshiyot before davening? After all,
regarding the third parasha, the Torah does not write, “... and when you

Il'
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A-12

The Kaddish after Kri’at HaTorah

There are a number of points regarding the Kaddish after kri’at haTorah

that | do not understand. | saw a past response of yours stating that it might
be acceptable for a mourner to recite the Kaddish after kri’at haTorah, but
some poskim maintain that the ba’al korei should recite it. Why would

we assume that it should it be recited by the ba’al korei? Furthermore, |
understand that the Kaddish on Shabbat morning is intended to separate the
seven regular aliyot from the maftir. Indeed, at Mincha of Shabbat, since
there is no maftir, there is no Kaddish. Why, then, is Kaddish recited after
kri’at haTorah on Mondays and Thursdays?
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A-13.1

Mistakes in the Reading of the Haftara

In my shul, the ba’al maftir reads the haftara from a chumash, but many
people still do a poor job. No gabbai stands near him when he reads the
haftara. People used to make corrections, but the ba’alei maftir so often
ignored them that no one bothers anymore. How does this affect those
who read along with the haftara and those who do not?
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A-13.2

Mistakes in the Reading of the Haftara
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A-14

Listening to Laining during Shemoneh Esrei

If a person comes late to davening, should he continue with Shemoneh
Esrei during kri’at haTorah, or should he interrupt it to listen? Does it
make a difference if sof z’man tefilla is coming soon?
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B-1.1

Permissibility of a Personal Beracha

| am often overjoyed that HaShem granted me the zechut to live in Israel
for many years, and it once caused me to make a “spontaneous” beracha
expressing this feeling. A friend told me that it is forbidden to compose my
own berachot, as one can only use those that Chazal composed. But isn’t
Judaism all about thanking HaShem for all the wonders of creation and
providence? Am | really not allowed to bless HaShem for my ability to live

here?
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B-1.2

Permissibility of a Personal Beracha
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The Halachic Status of Gluten-Free Cakes

Because some of our family members are gluten-intolerant, we started baking
two types of cakes, which look and taste almost identical, but one is made
from grain flour and one is not. Is it acceptable to eat the “Shehakol” pastries
instead of the “Mezonot” foods that are usually supposed to follow Kiddush?
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Continuing to Eat Based on an Initial Beracha

If I make a beracha on one food and only later decide to eat other foods of
the same beracha, do | need to make a new beracha, or does the initial one

cover them?
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B-4.1

Birkat HaMazon for Those Who Have Left their Place of
Eating

If I leave the place where | was eating in the midst of a meal that included
bread without first bentching, can | come back to bentch when | remember?
If so, how much time do | have in which to do so? If | had been eating with
two other men and | return before the others have bentched, can | still join

them for a zimun?
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B-4.2

Birkat HaMazon for Those Who Have Left their Place of
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Eating
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Reciting Tefillat HaDerech by Microphone

| often take an intercity bus ride with a group of peers. One of us recites
Tefillat HeDerech over a microphone, and everyone else answers amen.
Are we properly fulfilling the mitzva when we use a microphone?
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Beracha on a Newly Renovated Home

After | complete major renovations in my home, should | recite

Shehecheyanu?

T YD A0 PID ,NYON ,NDY MOON .4

W UMY T30 NP T N 12 AT N2 0w
AN ,DMNN 73121 W02 SN0 NN 928 Lomny 2T
o8 RON ;3021 AN N LT T 5}} nimkain i athiglvimlid
Raiminiafinial diat v bini 12

Yo LK YD ,ONWKIT Y N WK 13 5
-1

TP TIan -T2 TR w90 msp [
173 SN L. I DOWIT NS N N LT wnnwne
WY D02 00,70 RO 0D oyww o Y AN
TIOMN DT WINW DM NI 90 DY A0 non
SR AITIY IR NP 1MIDT NI 2 O 2992
W M9 10 Y NP DT wnnwr W ,0amed pion
D72 10 WEN N ONY ,DT0Y D MO e 7%
DID%MY oW Y92 T2 IN AN O WHNwRe
11292 N5 oY AnaTn

TR L DMIND N33 N I OW WIN N R [
00 O 1IN DIDNaN PRY TS TN AT
MW 9P DWRS MITT? ATYD2 T 0 DY NOR
D317 1390127 2T YD RD W L NN DD
W STID O ATYD ANTPI 595 ,wnTna 100290
TN LTTIVD TOIN TIND BTN T2 DA 9o wahw
V2T 0P DN NI MOY

P91 ARMHT WMTT DO N2 132 8P WS [T
DT D201 19 IR NI 132 9N KON 1N
T3 NEPY 10 WYY 002 IR NI DWTInmn Nom
TOX PN TN @I P32 5P Mo e J12% vn
FTTIPD2 I Nwy?

1 ’VD 127 D TN NIK TV INDW .6
2T T30 N2 0321 NV O Prnnwny 000 [P
2

D KNw 7T 0w 155N N3
2T TI29 20T DPDIBT NPT2 AMBRT N S IR
AT202% T NS I 092 0N T 19BN, 2mnm
12w MR W W S T WY NoN3aT
NPYT 21T NONDY ... 10 PNIW T TP N2 FIPND
DMTRS TOMW DX 2 W ANMD KNI IRwn oN
DIDDID ST WY NOT 90T INDDY LTI DR 9902 Fm
03 IY 2WT NON2 IR0 PN NNTT TP N0
PIN0 FI0MTN0% 19 NOD RS TIRT NI AT 120

MPM NS F%Ma% opn 9om 10

www.eretzhemdah.org

KDY T) 97 M>933 ,wn .1
b itinatvAe ekt ia bt Ml v iy lutje In hisi e in f g n g hiul
Kiniiniial vIRRisahintibhiatin)

KDY D AT TY 3’°0Y O 97 W KINV)
ANIVT 27 MR /DY 2R 2% mIpy wan s mes
T2 NI % B 508 772 NX1O 10 PR NON 1w N8O
NEPD 19 @Y 1BR N 7MY 9271 LTN20 TN N -
95T 92T — 1IPY W 3P 07 9901 .712% Py -2
WY N NI 2T MR NNT NI LT Y PN
TX PN = IR T IR 92K TIDY TN 3D NOW NON
TOX = IR WM TP B MR pIme 0 L7ad

S2%

KDY a1 97 NOVID ,MWYnN .2
AN T N2 13100 2Y N2 AN AN IS AT 029

KDY TN 97 Ow KIN)
ADWT ON N3N 10 PW N2 TN PN 1IN 0N
AN = TN DY 12

) VD )57 7D 0N NN TV 1N .3
NXVD P 7T 9N, DWW 000 13PN T 198 0
AYD 90 %Y Than LR WM IR W 0T 1982
O DR D09 T NITT QW ONPIT INDY v
DWW IR N8O, D2N 0w 0N 1T RO 0 o

JNIPY T 100 DR PIBRD KON

2 PO aw M3 NIYH

DN 928 1321 WM AWI ON P NTT - wam s
5P 1D T2 DIMNND NPT W — NI M N0
WY RPOY D109 AR S N () 12 0T DN
29

ow yn Y

RPIT RVT L7 77 021 T NPT 1ERT (1Y)
Y2195 12 DT ON NIT L, OTIPRY 10N %Y nva nad
ROVT ON T AT OW PV LNT T 002 9902 Nndy
QW YWT YD TR DT

Living the Halachic Process Vol. V



B-7

HaMapil for Those Who Take a Long Time to Fall Asleep

| recently discontinued the practice of saying HaMapil, because | don't
fall asleep quickly, and | find that | sometimes end up talking after the
beracha. Is this the correct approach?
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Time Limit on HaGomel After Birth

My wife gave birth a few months ago and has not yet recited Birkat

HaGomel. May she still do so?
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Flying a Kite on Shabbat

Q Is it permitted to fly a kite on Shabbat?
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C-2.1

Returning Chulent with Bones to the Fire

The Shemirat Shabbat K’Hilchata writes that in order to return a pot to its
heat source on Shabbat, all the food must be fully cooked, even the bones. |
cook chulent (stew) on a low flame for hours before Shabbat and leave it on
a hot plate for Shabbat. At night, | take it off the hot plate to remove and eat a
little, and | then return the rest for the day meal. Although some of the bones
are cooked by then, other bones become fully cooked only overnight. Must
| stop returning the pot under these conditions?
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C-2.2

Returning Chulent with Bones to the Fire

www.eretzhemdah.org
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Heating Up Bread on Shabbat

Is it permitted to heat up or defrost challa on a hot plate on Shabbat in such
a manner that it can or does become crisp?
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Using a Shabbat Clock for an Urn

My hot water urn has a Shabbat setting, in which the water is heated at a
constant level and the switch for boiling the water is disabled. The socket in
which | plug in the urn is on a Shabbat clock that is off at night. When the
clock goes on in the morning, the water, which has become cold overnight,

heats back up. Is that permitted?
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Using Salt to Absorb Spilled Wine on Shabbat

| have heard that if one spills red wine on a tablecloth, salt can be used to
absorb the wine. Is that permitted on Shabbat, since the salt is only absorbing
the wine and not actually cleaning the tablecloth?
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Giving an Envelope on Shabbat to Use for Donations

It is the practice in some shuls to give a self-addressed envelope to one who
gets an aliya so that he can mail in a donation after Shabbat. Is the envelope

muktzeh?
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Removing a Licked Candy from Amongst Clean Ones
on Shabbat

| was at a friend’s home on Shabbat, and he brought out a platter of candies, all
of the same type. My young daughter grabbed a candy and put it in her mouth. |
chided her for her behavior, so she put the licked candy back in the platter. | was
very embarrassed and took the candy out from the platter. My friend claimed
that, in the process, | had violated the prohibition of borer (selecting). Is he

correct?
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Keep the Beat?

| am a member of YU’s a cappella group, The Maccabeats. We recently
made a clip of the zemer Dror Yikra, in which we use Kiddush cups, hands,
and a table as a means of creating a beat. While we obviously record during
the week, someone suggested that we are encouraging our viewers to do
a forbidden action on Shabbat by using an instrument to produce music. Is
creating a beat on Shabbat in the way we do forbidden on Shabbat, and are
we responsible for a viewer’s possible halachic mistake?
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Opening and Closing a Garden Parasol on Shabbat

We were told that our new garden parasol may be ruined if it is left open
in the wind. May we open and close it on Shabbat through use of levers
on a heavy, barely movable pole? The pole is not attached to the ground.
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Using a Whipped Cream Dispenser on Shabbat

May one spray whipped cream from a store-bought canister on Shabbat?
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Use of Kinetic Watches on Shabbat

winding by hand?
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Is it permitted on Shabbat to wear a kinetic (automatic quartz) watch, which
is powered by the natural movement of the hand rather than by a battery or
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Non-Jewish Worker Servicing Clients on Shabbat

| have a business in which my workers and | visit clients” homes to provide
a service. Sometimes a client wants the visit on Shabbat or Yom Tov. May
| assign a non-Jewish employee to go? In general, our workers receive a set
salary plus a commission per time they meet a client.
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Placing Delayed Stock Orders from Israel on Friday

[ live in Israel and trade on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE). One type
of trade is a “limit trade order,” in which one sets a target price for a stock and
when it reaches the target price, the order (buy or sell) is filled. May | place
such an order on Friday, as most of the market day in New York is during

Shabbat in Israel?

"D KPP KNTND XK KIPY 37 N"MY 4
vIp

PO 10 TOm ON N2 PP PN 2 8PYpT na
JAMD? T2 T3P NN LD W ORI DAY 27Y3
PWIPRI NI 2P 19 0D 101 LJEPT IDII NowaT
TIWPRI RINT OMP? N ON O IO AP RInN2
AT MIND 271 98IND (2T ,BWHI VTN .. NawA
Nabinlvgiiy iy ainivgal

www.eretzhemdah.org

N VD 197 D O»N NIK TV I .1

QY NI 27P2 12BN TV N T2 NOES OTIR w
T 1% N RO 72921 ,0MT 10 PRPY N o
nawa

X 0V X)p 97 naw ,XI0) .2

279209 9D DINS AN SN MN T 27 0N
DD T TP SN IRINOY AN Y0 T
LT

P VD 3D 2D 0PN NIK T N .3
AP — TOWRY DT NI 1OY Sapw mw DN W
JTIROM 19 NP 10am O8RS b

5 P’ aD7 D ONIaAN Y
931 ;19 N2W 92p1 11 82 P2 N NTT YR anm
e STMR N — 0T 0 YW

P YD ow orn NIK ¥1ab

AN LW QTP DAY POY S0P M NG M
RYT DM TN % NS 1an SNNeS e
12 ORXIMDD 1O 501 ,NAWD STONDD INND Mo
TA0T ADITD NAWT NN N MO 52w b 5Y AN
NS DIPM 901 TONDIT MRY 9P DN WP 9 2
DK 8P 1T NONSH SaN XY NOROM KON DN
"oy

T0 PO QW NNI3 NIV
TR MR PR N AN 0T — e amn
ST Y

Living the Halachic Process Vol. V



C-14

Relighting Shabbat Candles that Went Out

Soon after my wife lit Shabbat candles and made a beracha, the candles went
out for no obvious reason. Did she fulfill the mitzva? Should she have relit

them (with or without a beracha)?
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Who Drinks Kiddush/Havdala Wine and Why?

Why is it that after Kiddush everyone drinks the Kiddush wine and after

Havdala only the mavdil does?
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C-16
How Can We Perform Matters of Minhag Before Kiddush?

The Tur, Shulchan Aruch, Gra, Pri Megadim, etc. all mention the need to
rush to make Kiddush and eat as soon as Shabbat commences. Yet, | have
never seen a household that does not first sing Shalom Aleichem and Eishet
Chayil. Making Kiddush is a mitzva (d’oraita for those who did not daven
Ma’ariv and d’rabbanan for those who did), while the singing is merely a
nice (recent) minhag. Since when does a minhag take precedence over a
mitzva?! Shouldn’t we make Kiddush (and HaMotzi) first?
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A Melaveh Malka for Women

My husband is careful to have a melaveh malka that includes bread and
meat. | do not have one at all. Should there be a difference between men and

women on this matter?
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Reciting R’tzei after Ending Shabbat

After finishing seuda shlishit, | forgot to recite Birkat HaMazon until | came
back from Ma’ariv. Was | supposed to say R’tzei in Birkat HaMazon at that

point?
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Methods of Receiving Pay for Work on Shabbat

| work in the youth department of a local shul on Shabbat. They occasionally

Q have activities during the week (e.g., Purim, Sukkot, Tu B’Shvat).

Some

of my co-workers believe that one of the intentions of these activities is to
solve the problem of s’char Shabbat (pay for a Jew for permitted services he
provided on Shabbat). | am skeptical for two reasons. First, would that work,
considering that there are several months when we get paid without any
weekday activities? Second, aren’t there better solutions?
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Blowing Shofar After Shul

The hundred shofar blasts that we blow on Rosh Hashana are much more
than the Torah requires. Yet, some people blow even more after shul. Isn’t
there a point at which enough is enough?
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D-2

The Timing of Shehecheyanu on New Clothes on the Second
Night of Rosh Hashana

If | want to solve the problem of Shehecheyanu on the second night of Rosh

Q

Hashana by wearing a new suit, when should | put it on? If | put it on before
Ma’ariv, it seems to be hachana (preparation) for the second day of Rosh

Hashana. And in any case, shouldn’t the beracha be made right after putting
on the new garment? Should | instead put it on right before Kiddush or even
put on the jacket during Kiddush right before Shehecheyanu?
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Washing One’s Face on Yom Kippur

| have great difficulty being alert if | do not wash my face in the morning. May
| do so on Yom Kippur, considering that | am not doing so for enjoyment,
but rather to allow me to function properly?
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D-4.1

Disqualification of an Etrog Based on Color

When does discoloration of an etrog render it not kosher?
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D-4.2

Disqualification of an Etrog Based on Color
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D-5

Hagbaha after Side-Minyan Laining on Simchat Torah

At “side minyanim” for laining on Simchat Torah (in an Ashkenazi shul),
should hagbaha be done when each group finishes its reading, before the
sefer Torah is returned to the main shul?
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D-6

A Ben Chutz La’Aretz Flying Out of Israel on Yom Tov Sheini

May an American visiting Israel who keeps only one day of Yom Tov fly on
the day after Pesach in Israel (Yom Tov Sheini abroad) if he will land at his
destination after Yom Tov Sheini is over there?
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Hachnasat Sefer Torah on Chol HaMo’ed

| have strong reasons to hold a hachnasat sefer Torah on Chol HaMo’ed. s it

permitted to do so?
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Festive Meals on Chanuka

Is one supposed to celebrate Chanuka with festive eating? How and why is

it different from Purim?
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Repeating Questionable Words in Parashat Zachor
and Megillat Esther

In Parashat Zachor and Megillat Esther, there are words with variant readings,
and most shuls read them twice. In doing so, should one repeat the word, the

phrase it is in, or the whole pasuk?
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Purim in Transit

| plan to fly from New York during the night of Purim (after Megilla reading)
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and arrive in Jerusalem in the afternoon. Would | have to hear Megillat
Esther in Jerusalem before the end of the 14th of Adar, or is it enough that

N P ©* 9T NHID ,KINN YN .1

o8 P T N0 12 0% RN ey 2 G
NP = IND DR MIPRD NP - wpnd annd ny
e JTIRY

02 Y TRYY KON B ND R20 DN LNaRS
Y FPIIN 992 NS TRY PN 2IN Y AYaaN
QY NP -

n9IN »D O»N NNK KD T INHW .2

YD
TN DR N TN 70 12 W 7000 T vy 12
NPT KDY 20PN TRMP JRT2 PN MAT NPT
MRS KON MY NPT T 8RS DR mpna
ORY T DY NI DIPIIT OWIN DY NP NPT
D2 217 1D 77 a2 NP 13D N 12T NI

Living the Halachic Process Vol. V



N
ot
Tan

D-11

Ranking Mishlo’ach Manot Stringencies

| have heard many opinions about mishlo’ach manot requirements
(enough for a meal, different berachot, cooked food, etc.). Which of these
so-called requirements are actually necessary?
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The Wisdom of Putting Out Pieces of Bread Before
Bedikat Chametz

Should one follow the minhag to put out ten pieces of bread before bedikat
chametz? | have heard people question the minhag’s logic.

XD #D 1 phHn NYT M MY .3

NN 902 MY PRI SW NDNNTY TN PRY YN
WY DIDNMT 2 MO 90 NON LMD M i
90 FONY ANY D3 TANTNY T T NN
R DT ,ONIDY KO ORY 97D NN N 1900
M 0P TMDN LOTMAR TP 7207 mMnd Jane
v JIDYTIT NG SHO2DY PN

ialnia Baihtlaljninli ol ahimiinln S tia bR kinhivahighialyin)inpajl
PTIT DT ST L PT NPT 389 0w T %2
1D ,ORXIMD 10 03 DTN M PR NN werm
YA IR RYT NN P AN DY DO 0aya°
WY MY WY T3P 9D PN LDMINNGT 12T D 10
DI TP 81T DD T PN 2a8) Nonn
NI DEMYN NN NS TN NS N0 90
J0% DT WOYTY D22 DTN IHNY 8O 01D
N0 TN PN LT DN O TIONT NN 85 DN
M 5 DS AR KON ,DNYMS DnN e
JTPYTT IR Snanw prr

IYp "0 S mnp w4

89 98T NIOPB INTT, 27T I N — PIT PNy wn
SB293Y MNTD ST MOWY NOW I ST RED
MIN RDT KT R 0T INTT 02 A2 S0 T2
2000 TR LPIT NED RS N NI M3 0 pwemd
DT YOI PR 8T N80T 928

XD P’ abn »b O»n NINX OPNN 93 .5

NYT 71277 7797 2n0 7o D 119907 pRY Nowna
TR0 AT %1% 0N2 wwn o PR M
QTP PITT 7209 PINT On oD mpd N anow
PP IPYTN PN W TpTa

www.eretzhemdah.org

2 ’Yp abn D OPn NMK K" .1

NI NOW 7D ,PTIDN ORI QPN PIT NN MITO DI 1T
197277 oY DTN 95 NPTT 20 89 ths 8% a8 s ora% o013
NXDI DR Y%

T P’o OV "D

1IMWMT I9MN0% 130 NN 101 — /9D 1 8D aN e
TO1O% T2 ,PTISN ININY NOW DIpHa Bl MY
NON WTID D P 7 Y ONP IDNATT 8D PN
ST YT 5P Smnn N

' "D X PID DN ,W'KI .2

RVTY FIPWD QNPT TP M P 10020 PRY 1
:DMNDTD TN IR MIND NUT DT 1 PRI 8N
2P7 1IWAT ,/DONID MNY NN WK DM
PRI DRYTT IN AMWN T2 INT PWRT M7
BN NTT INNDYNTD PBI R DN 1Y 0TP N3
RO IO WINT MWD (2 71 AT Y2 RIPY 30
TVTT TIOR3 D20 TN NON 19T TN
T2ORD DM RIT TP 93N L2 1D AT PP NN
ROW AT DD D NN PRWIMY T 30w KO
™YY NN D WD PRI IR 922 1OY M
DT T2 MR 0P T2 MmN KT NI
YR MPID 2P AN WPN PR NPT %Y apvTa
PIID P2 1IN 002N NUT T PYTIT NN 07
TIPW TP 1300 901110 PITHT DR PN 10 T 1N
FIDT2T TN T POY 2PN NN I 1PN IR, NN
ST TR I PO NN N T Sw

Living the Halachic Process Vol. V



D-13

The Focus of Discussions at the Seder

In many homes, the Seder conversation is based on children telling linguistic
pilpulim and adults arguing about Halacha. Yet, the Torah’s intention seems
to be that we focus on extolling HaShem for His greatness and kindness.
Where should the emphasis be placed?
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The Significance of the Amount of Karpas Eaten

| know that we are supposed to eat less than a k’zayit of karpas at the Seder,
but I am not sure why. What happens if someone does eat a k’zayit?
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Chametz of an Intermarried Couple after Pesach

Q

| am a yeshiva student who will be home after Pesach. My father is not
Jewish, and my mother does not keep kosher for Pesach. Do | have to be
concerned regarding eating packaged chametz that | find around the house?

May | ascribe the ownership of the chametz to my non-Jewish father and say
that it is not a problem, or should | assume that my mother owns (some of)
the chametz, which makes it a problem?
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Shehecheyanu, New Clothes, and Renovations During
Sefirat HaOmer

May one buy and wear new clothes, do work on his house, and recite
Shehecheyanu during the sefirat ha’omer period?
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Is Acknowledgment of Lag BaOmer Considered Counting?

Q
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If one mentions, before intentionally counting the omer, that “Tonight is
Lag BaOmer,” can he subsequently count with a beracha?
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D-18

Chanukat HaBayit During the Three Weeks

May | make a chanukat habayit celebration in Israel during the Three Weeks,
before Rosh Chodesh Av and the beginning of the Nine Days?
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Buying Food without a Hechsher for a Friend

A friend asked me to buy for her a food product that does not have a

hechsher. May | do so?

1”0 PP "D NYT NI NN nNd .3

MANPT YT JOR TTNND DN KD NPT ANT 2N ...
NN NPT NRPBT NN KD MY 10 PR TR
139 PRT LM 905 NN RDT RT3 ,TIm 5000
D TN PN NPT I 101 NTPT 8OPN waTn?
DIND TIDMY SRPHW T AW IR DNT (9
AR ,TIOWHT N2MWY DWHY DMIT VOY ST ORPLY
=M 50M% NIRRT INWYI2Y N2 N 23 5y
NPT KDYNBI ROPDI 0 FINTI QP S0 .o Y
DY201D TR S amOw SN ey NOw wamn®
,0'3212 TP NAW? DMDOR DM2T NTIND2 T
ST M7 NN NNDYT WD 08 DPn 2omT

) PO PP D VT N T 4

DN —2995YD T2 10D TBvoNmD IRIRY Y9Ny
139 9321 027 190D D 9P NPT N ;20T NY'T 00
YT OTOIBY PORITY D D2 NIt Prpvw
73D PP MY 228 T 0% s N7 000D
NI NN AT 29N D W pop 200 1
YT OIS DONAD NIpS AN prwn 5 NN
1092010 Y1210 1099 110 N3P NOR TDN NOY 00000
;DN 11D T TTINMT DWN DP!T 1OY ADY N 2N
TP ST D 2T T RS LTI IR 90pT NS T
A7) NPINHDT NP PODHI (IMNR MI 0 WS 18D
IO 29T T KD LTRD XN TONT IRY W7 (NP D
TS WD IO IPWD 10 ORY L@ Y —Tann
FITTMDD MW D200 TAWD oS AP T D00
PRW N2 10 W 1pOYIDS 190NTY 1D T3P 2aN
TNTD YO T PRT W

www.eretzhemdah.org

K ’VD KIp #D NPT A7 T 1w .1
IMIN2W D'23010 NTI2Y W PRY DI oY 0127
IMINIW DO2210 MITI2Y TOIN YT21P7 000 0N 0PN
T3P NI 27T DN T2 7207 3P o8 .opn

IONS MONT N BB W .. T . DI LTI DO
RXDI DN 02 P8 DN RPIT 1T ,0NTIYY DN o™t ond
DR NEP? D910 DN 228 NN DR Nspd 100 RO N 13
NO200 9p0 W LMD WM 2T 95 D% Mon? anm s

ARIYS T WH3 9P o0 N8N

) PP O YT N T

D2 [IMMRT INT 0T MY KIDT 1D 2N
WRPTI RPIT WNTT LM DID 17 BWTD MDRT 13 )
12101 PR WM LRI T 8T L8TIT M2 N2
NN I T N2 BN RN 73277 DWW Dpn 2onT
NPT NPIYP DT PIR L2 NPT T 91 LNATIT MY
DIBDINT DTAA? DT RHY DT 00D KROT NN
DI N DD TAPIT DD NTIAYT NHp papa
NIWT NRP PUH WINIT MIBDINT DT NV O
NUTY O8I D D01 ATIAYT KRP P M
I3 ROT O WUNTT ANITO 0NN WY M
AWMBY DMED T DY NI S0 Jup ONTwn
PROWN DI2210 T 1D PRY I 21T SR 10w 9O
WNDITY 2N AN DM

a7PY W 97 N NT3Y ,XKIN) .2

T3 T DTN MO KO DN ONDY D2 N
TS S 3n PR 99T N nnawa
AW TN DTN PRT NN 901 oW 27 1 Hpnn
LW D90 NN 9P NN DTN P8T D00 M
PIOWD TINMY NPT DTN PRY D92 198 13
A8 NOR PTI TMT AWA LT90 901 e
23 9P AN1 39N —RONMY NIWT 87T 9 awN 21
23 9Y A8 130N 89 —9nmY 80T RNT 91 ;nsnT
ST 18T

Living the Halachic Process Vol. V



E-2

Does a Cutting Board Used for Onions Take on the
Status of the Knife?

Q
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| cut an onion with a fleishig knife on a pareve plastic cutting board. | know
that the knife makes the onion fleishig, but does the knife make the cutting
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E-3

Using a Water Urn for Milchig and Fleishig

| read somewhere that a hot water kettle is considered either milchig or
fleishig. In other words, once one pours from it into a milchig kli (utensil),
it may no longer be used to pour into a fleishig kli. Can you remind me of

this halacha’s source?
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Discarding Separated Challa

What is the preferred manner of disposing of the piece of challa that one
takes from dough — burning it or wrapping it up and throwing it in the
garbage? If one burns it, where should this be done?
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Futures Contracts of Pigs

Is it permitted to buy futures contracts of hogs? When you do so, you are not
buying pigs; rather, you receive a “paper” by means of which, if you hold on
until a certain date, you will receive the hogs. | will certainly sell the rights

before that date.
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E-6.1

An Oven Used for Chillul Shabbat

| want to use a kosher oven that was previously used for cooking food in a
manner of intentional chillul Shabbat. Has the oven become “treif”?

X VD MY 7D O»A NNK T N .4
QDN TR NIROM ARwD DAs AP ) N0 Swan
LAWY M o RRMS AN Do 2dws 90

T 19 03 N 2091, DMNRS 03 013 12 R

N P70 Oow 003K 1D
79 03 FTNDN TR N7aWN Prwn Ladpe 9% 2o

1 %0 X pHn Npbw nmn N 5

,A9TIDM 73N 1200 N2 T 1200 10 8T 10905 o)
201 ,FINIM? TIOR3 P T weR oIpn Som
TN OMT YT TN NI FTIROD YN
Do NI P1O8Y DR MITDR MI2ONMI WY M
WM ARY SR W TTOROMD ININD 1373 0N 990 2wnd
2 AMTY NOZW MO 03 TNORD DN N2WD 0T NN
QDRI FIT N Y ST 12397 QMO P PO ek
T DWPY ,T2%2 D1 IR PR DRSO oo
NI 03 N2w2 12 9w 90T AR 90 01 10T
TI07 27PD TN IIWHI 2NOW MWD WY 2 N
A% TINTI N T NN2DT TIRY 23 9 AN ,DTNAN
w215 03 NI T ,0MARY AN NAWT RO M7
039% DYB A3 NI 1190 AYO NYD 2P OnRS sy
LITDN MIZIRMDD DM FTTINYPY 110 TN LTI 19N
03 ANY,PDW IS NAw mepn 12 ponS 1w 89 105
MV 7 IWR WY 73 I 0P 13 Now awpna

¥R "0 3 TI0 MM M3IIWnN .6

NI DONAY MRS N0 DMARST JPOT TIN0 v oW
DIP 1P RN NIMIDR N9ORIDD T PRT T A0
DYMING DR DIPIT 99021 ,Naw DN O Napw 1
TRNI 1O9Y Sewynn 550 msm KROW DMy meysw
NINDD MONY MDNI DR DING DWW WeRY
099577 NU9D M 990 TIN5 IR 1IN SR ,pHDn
XY ,0NPS DRI PIRMITY AN R 717 0DN ,DNI KO
YD D9 NP%2 03 DNS IMDIp NN ORIT
DT WAT DN 237 Dpn 500 NN NIPoND
1R P00 INOW D wy epnn 990 ST NOw
RIYD K777 N7 02 A0 ORI 8D ADD W
901,095 DRI RS Swraws 19 9BNT RN 9200 19
9V NNM L OP? DY WY 13297 9901 ,0MnRG 1ow
WD 9o TS LT0pa 992 Swad piawa s on
TOW 3T (DIDD DYB TN P T WO oY)
ST 9P A

X DY T5 97 Mans ,KI) .1

S0R RY — 70 00K — aa ,Nawa SwanT RN
INIINT TORY — AN DN TV 127 RN 137 M2T
A2TION PIMY 20 RMNY 208 KD — T2 Lnaw
T2 19 K91 DNRD NoW RBING SoRY — NP2 mIN
OMIRS 89119 89 N5y SN 8O

) "D 0N NNX IO INd N"w .2

WON DN NAWD D7D Swansw Do nuvs oN
I D TN MBI ST L JDAWT NN D2 Swanay
DK D710 12 Swaw 90 N1oD ON NPT N NN
N IR0 907 710 RTaD WINTTT NEY SWAnT D
7797 N2 AP N2 ,DNT T 872D N7 10N
AP DY TN, TR WA NN w2
ST, DISNT QW 8T DM0Y 9w DN Yy 907
ATND VTT? WYT PNT 2021 .20 NYDas T ND
e DIVDTD DINNITY

920 DWW NN WY NDORT D D PAY 0 oY
ANB%D N0 M3 RO L,DPH 922 DMIDNY DD
PPITT ,MORS 1313 0077 DY, DPLIT Py S1aT Dt
AR NWODI O MY KROT MDD IRW? T DN
DD

%0 N1oD DN APIDO ITI0 NI W AYNIT N
N RON TIRDY LRY IR NN DAY 12 Swansy
QW22 IIINT I7RND ,07M0Y PWD2 K7W 17NN
DWD RDT D NB0D DN N KBYB N2 03
NTI2DT KR72WN7 92K ... NAWD SWand M3 R8I, NIINN
DENT DN 89T AT 03 Swan O nndeT o
NIT OO0 090 N1 DX YT DN NNMTINT YD
D90 DK% NNDWN NAWD SWanD M3 T

901 NY9D 1M M3 W22 > pOne W L.
Swan 928 .. DMIDWN NS RMTT LNOANTINT YD
NOT DD NS I N O 92T nowa
19 MDND PO IMDIP N 10 ORI PR 2T AnoN
AWHRT LIIIND I3 ONRT I0DT N MY Mwan
AT TR TN N7AWNT 0

1 'VD 1P "D YT N W N .3

D12 WO 02T 137357 D201 TP O Swaw 0v9d
DD WM LW DM, 000010 T2 D o
NYT DR WO DOOMENT M2TP A8 .DOMY DINY
T DING PRY 35N 1T, DMYD WO 1A D 9
NOPNNTE P

N\
d’ﬂK <<

11Nn www.eretzhemdah.org

| Living the Halachic Process Vol. V



E-6.2

An Oven Used for Chillul Shabbat
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Protecting Sefarim but Aiding Terrorists

| read a news report that ISIS has looted rare Jewish artifacts, such as old
scrolls of various sefarim, to help finance their operations. Is it appropriate to
save the sefarim by buying them, or is it forbidden because it would mean

supporting ISI1S?
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Tallit and Tefillin during Selichot

| say Selichot before my regular Shacharit minyan. Should | put on my tallit
and tefillin before Selichot?
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F-3

The Timing for the Beracha on Tzitzit after Being Up All Night

\%
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After learning all night on Shavuot, most people do not make a separate
beracha on tzitzit, but rather rely on the beracha on the tallit recited when
they start davening to “cover” the tzitzit. Since | do not wear a tallit, should
| make a beracha on my tzitzit as soon as it becomes halachically possible?
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F-4

Status of Tzitzit When the Garment Rips and Is Repaired

My tallit katan sometimes rips a little around the neck area and | don’t know
if it is still kosher. If | sew it back up, do | have to undo and retie the tzitzit?
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F-5.1

The Permissibility of Selling Inherited Tefillin

| inherited a pair of tefillin from my grandfather, but | already have a pair
of tefillin that | view as more mehudar. May | sell the tefillin? (As a kollel

student, | could use the money.)
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F-5.2

The Permissibility of Selling Inherited Tefillin

www.eretzhemdah.org
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G-1

What Can Be Learned from the Silence of the Poskim

In one of your articles, about whether a guest has to make an act of

acquisition for the matza at the seder (you said he does not), you used the
concept of setimat haposkim (the silence of halachic authorities) as a proof
for your argument'. Can you explain how this is a convincing argument

and when it can be applied?

No source sheet for this response.

1. Published in Living the Halachic Process, vol. 1V, D-13.
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G-2

Disclosing Problems about Another Person’s Apartment

| am renting an apartment whose owners are trying to sell it. Potential
buyers come to see the house. Should/may we inform the potential buyers
of the mold problems that exist?buyers come to see the house. Should/
may we inform the potential buyers of the mold problems that exist?
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G-3

What Type of Torah Study Should One Focus On?

What is the biblical source for the mitzva to learn Torah? Why does
HaShem want me to study laws regarding damages, for instance, which
do not seem related to spirituality? Studying just because HaShem
commanded it, without understanding the reason, has never made me
particularly attached to Him or inclined to continue learning!
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Different Types of Minhag and their Levels of Flexibility

It is said that minhag turns into halacha and that halacha cannot be changed.
Yet, | find that there is a lack of consistency. The Bais Yaakov movement
changed the minhag of girls’ education. Some minhagim replace or greatly
alter minhag/halacha, such as rewording agreements to allow receiving
pay for work done on Shabbat. Why, then, can’t we create new minhagim
to obviate the minhagim that make agunot “chained” to their marriages?
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The Best Way to Spend Money on Israel

| have enough money to buy an apartment in Israel, but | do not plan to
live there in the near future. | could also use the money to help support
people or programs in Israel. Which is the preferred way to fulfill yishuv

Eretz Yisrael?
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Hatarat Nedarim via Skype
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Around the time of Rosh Hashana, | will not be in the proximity of people
who can do hatarat nedarim for me. Can | do it via Skype?

n Yo NY» HHo )-3 pPhn oIX PN .1
IO LTSI WRT 2TY2 DTS NONT S pams
OMT3 wnYn 53305

T /511 P MMaw Mobn 07any .2

72 YN 19200 NTO Do 385 RO NI YAy
PP OPIM 0TI 0P 10 ORWIS oW MY 1Y TN
TWORET 1T 72921 ,770 PNRY NN Nt mdw
N IPMND2 717 NAY TN PP K7 228, DNpn
YR 73 NN MY ey

N> »d YT NIy 90 N3 .3

19 NI2NDD (77PN D N7 1N 20D N7
D737 8PP PID2 MINTW I 9D 0w T 5p prvnny
SV 0T 9P 1BRY TP M ,mps 8nan? 5pan
TYEDY ANWR NYTW 3D NPT PO KDY LN v
901, PRI N DT IPB/RT MR YIIDIDTI 0N
SO TN ITIDID KON MY RO LNnOYT weINa o
NPT 2T OV KD NI

Living the Halachic Process Vol. V



G-7

Lighting a Candle When the Ner Tamid Is Out
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There was recently a power outage in our area while | was in my beit knesset.
Emergency lights went on, but the ner tamid (eternal flame) was off. Were we
required to go get a candle to serve as a ner tamid, or could we have waited
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A Fence for the Roof of an Apartment Building

| reside in a building with over 200 housing units. The vast majority of
the residents are not Jewish. The building is owned by a condominium
association comprised of the building’s apartment owners, and over half of
the building’s apartments belong to a Jewish-owned real estate company.
Are we obligated, as residents or owners, to build a ma’akeh (fence) for
the roof (it is flat)? It is likely that a decision to build one would cause
animosity among the non-Jewish owners, as the fence will be expensive

for such a large roof.
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A Loan/Investment that Requires a Heter Iska
after its Inception

| have an ongoing arrangement by which a friend loans me thousands of
dollars to use for my business at a fixed rate of interest. | think (but am
not sure) that we agreed to have a heter iska, but | cannot find it, and it is
possible that it was only agreed orally. Some money has been paid and
some is still owed. What should | do at this point?
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Solving a Netilat Yadayim Problem on a Plane

Airline kosher food packages often contain “Mezonot rolls,” and | used
to, conveniently, not do netilat yadayim on the plane. Nowadays, many
rabbis have come out against this concept, and the rolls are often labeled as
“HaMotzi.” Considering that during mealtime on an airplane, it is not feasible

to wash, what should | do?
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Burying Wisdom Teeth

I am having wisdom teeth removed. Do | need to bury them?
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G-12
Eating Contests

| am interested in your opinion regarding whether eating contests violate
any prohibitions, such as bal tashchit (lit., not destroying). (I am a reporter
writing an article.) Is there a difference between contests of volume (e.g.,
eating dozens of hot dogs in ten minutes) and of speed (e.g., eating three
hot dogs the fastest)?
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H-1

Standing for Parents in our Times

Most people do not stand up when their parents enter the room. Is this due
to the opinion that it is enough to stand for them once in the morning and

once at night?
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Staging a Fake Pidyon HaBen

| often serve as the kohen for a pidyon haben. A friend told me that he was
a kohen at a fake pidyon haben. The mother had previously miscarried
and they were embarrassed to tell people, so they faked the pidyon. If
such a situation arises, what should | do?
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Standing for a Chatan and a Kalla

Is there a reason to stand for a chatan and a kalla as they walk toward the

chupa?

2,0 5N 1w PID MWK MDD 07anI 4
AN NWR NN TION DTN Y DMOn MY 1o (2
TN 12N 0N % E ONY D0 TTAMNT 1D
TN2T TN TN TN O 9y NOY 1T ed

REtmi i lahssRatin il vil alnhinlinia)i]
72Y2 NN DTN IITNW TENT 5 DMon MY 1 (2
v TR N2

1 PID MYHX 13T I 5

T2 720 WS KX PR TN AR LTeRS T innn
,TI2D Y732 W [T 7 AT2% PID NXM AN N
TR LINWNT MY NYa 95 M2 M2 W% IAnT 0
92 1NN D% 93T TAMT O NN 0P 92 7o
ST TIND DINRD 1ID TOMNT I LINWNT Y NYaw
S0 DYOITN] AMRIY TTAMT NI NIND NI AT
I INBM KXY TN N D

3’PY N2 T I1OVP TVIV ,KIV) .6

— WNT2 2D N7 P3N GNIST 02 N0 20 N
NN AN — WNT2 [0 I L7OND P TAMYT AnNIw
SDRPPDYY 927 92T NINT — 030 O T LWRN2
7291 N MDY TP 2T 909 — MY
JIZNT IO I 2 NENT

N 0PY 3D 97 PO THN Pwn .7

DI 257 D DY TIN) T NDID N 2N
STOR RO Dwn STpm 9 MY DumI v
RS N oW YT ,TINYS DU UN PN o
M TN 305 N2 MWD AT DYDY LRI PN
ST RT3 000 O T uR T

D2 2ND (10 NN IDP TIMY) DA N2 5D NN
TIPD TN PRY RO 2WON WINT 1O T M
TIPS VDI LINWT Y AYAY 502 AT 3en
J1072 19 Nan

www.eretzhemdah.org

3 Y 35 97 POITP KM .

TPT NIEM PBR Y1) — DpN T NIDBY” (7337 1N
SMRIY DT KON P PR 7IPT e TIndn 2NDYNS
YN D 12T VORI P WON DYIW D THDON”
BIP T MARIY LTI TP M KON IPT PR N
JIONT NWRA

N MY 3D 97 yoITp ,KIN) .2

RYTT A2 N MY AT NP 2N M K0
RITOSIT TN NN R DM KDY MNp 8023
712 DT I NODAN NNND N8R9 10 N 7NN
129DNT — 7DIPN 12N 3N AN T 12 DWW L1320
STTUT 72 909D FIOOMT 13m0 mN L pnena 7 95
DNDTT TN AR SINDANT 12D MR WP 7T {3M 1
SOITT IOV NTY

K Y » 97 mamd ,XI) .3

13091 1IN N D 950 MM NN (MYeY j3an 1un
3951 N2PW TOIIT DEMIAN PP 1OP 1NKR SN o
N ,T2Y 0BT 590m AMmaw LMo Yo ,n9d
ITI2 O Srmw NI TNNT NN 1DN SWR 27 0N
ST T2 PN = TR0 Op Smmw o 5w 1mad -
IO NN RITNY — 70N TOY WD DI N N
TN TIRON PO0aNn 7327 uN SN DO0T NwnD
TTVT 029 9P 1OY BN 90 DD N RIS
DT NNIYTY TN TI%N Sthan e RYON 1202
1192 NDIoT?

ow mooin

INOD — moom o webn mmm AN PRIeYR 33en wnl
791N 8XV AT ,NDIT N2 1AM 928 YWD prwn
TAM2 DO21PIT O3 AN 2R REY W MInaewn
DTIP 17120 87T X ON TN 022 19980 9287

Living the Halachic Process Vol. V



Wedding Spending

Q What is the maximum that one should spend on a wedding?
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A Mistake in a Ketuba

A recently married friend of mine noticed that one of the times the kalla’s
name is mentioned in the ketuba, it is written as “Sarah ben Avraham,”
instead of “bat Avraham.” Is the ketuba kosher, which, | understand,
determines whether the couple may live together?

T YD VI "D K PON PXIY?) ,ONM3) W) L5
NoNa 1900 N A0 QY N3N0 Nn v oN
1998 D 19910 210 NINRT DMayYsaY ,A23IMNIT

OWp 892

12 PD MY AN oY 1’3 .6

7 ,OWIT P R W (T 00T ONY WY T
ANWD T 2N (7MY N2 K7 1T ONR0N NN NPT
20D N9 D LK8YT 91D NMpnE 0w 90 N2nDm
DMK 12N N W 0PIIND N MWW PRNNT Y
DY I3 8K W0 PN 001D NYn N 0w
AW IND TP -7 AII01 29PN

www.eretzhemdah.org

X VD 1D D TV 1K T INHW .1

) HT2IND T2 MW DTP 71997 oY TINNTY R
VAT H(Mpar 89 72931 72100 K92 TN PN POopn
TN 717 TND AN DR 19BRY LD oW jhs
T RON D PYMIR PR 000N a8 W Npna
D23 92 VTN FTAINIT MTI MWRY 2P W 79 N
NI 71 1T 13PN TP PP ITPW IR LIT2 DTN
DVTPN TI0S PRT DM W aT JDIRD N I L0 2
PR 19 93,2107 X ,21N3% IN3D 0 W T PRI NYwa P
D0 MR 1Y ,A00N0% oy Tinand

3 /pY Y 9T MIND KNI .2
ROW 9TI FTIMND 1327 PN RHD NOYH HMAD 71330
72 PIDM NN KD N LINWIO 1Y % 8N

vHP 7o v PN PNy N MY .3

NININT 1190 NPT FIONDT DWW WT KHPNT 1 ..
WY NPT SIOND LININ 89T 23 %Y A8 721D
700 LI MON 90T NPTO NI NIT ND Kl
712 O OYDY,M2T 1MW 1RO T —PIRY TIND NN
LRI 0Y NIMTS 3w mS o3 oy m o nwen
Rinhihiinimioh IR B vl el 4t it in it vdlie L2} ials S inb/a
TININ TN RIDT TIRMT POT 10N RO NI
A3 IR TY —RROYY SN R

%Y DMTY INMT KT AT 90w 1ow Som 1o oWy
T ORTID NN RBIBT OPT S wrT KON TN
DN NPT TONDT NI NIT KROT N 23 o
SINYT FONDT W 19y oy M

3 YD VP "D LOYWY WIN XD .4
WD IPHRT JIMBRY WD OBWT IPRY TMT 950 MY INw ..
B9 1D WA 95T DD MIPB NITMN JIMNRY

Living the Halachic Process Vol. V



A Fading Ketuba

In our ketuba, the witnesses’ names have faded over the years to the point
that they are barely legible. Is this a problem? We got married in Israel,
so the Rabbanut has a copy of the ketuba. Can | (the husband) ask the
witnesses to resign their names? If not, what should be done?
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H-7.1

How to Name the Child of a Gentile Father

As a mohel, | sometimes perform a brit for a baby whose mother is Jewish
but whose father is not Jewish. When giving the baby’s name, which
usually includes “...ben (son of) ...,” what should be said?
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H-7.2

How to Name the Child of a Gentile Father
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[-1.1
Payment for Uncompleted Work

| hired a contractor to build a stairway in a deserted building belonging
to the State of Israel. | told him that | do not have a permit and that there
might be disturbances by the neighborhood Arabs (par for my foundation’s
course). We agreed on a price for the job, not by time (expected to be a
day). In the midst of the work, the police surprisingly arrived and took us
all for questioning until night. Although we were not charged with a crime,
we were ordered to stop building. The contractor now wants to be paid for
the whole job minus his savings in material that was not used, since he did
nothing wrong and he was “occupied” for a whole day, as was expected.
| countered that he did only about half the job, and he knew there was a
chance of disturbances, even though we did not consider that the police
would stop us. How much should | pay?
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Payment for Uncompleted Work

www.eretzhemdah.org

<<

RO DOWRT KO T DN (¥ 3D KRYPI¥HD NID)
NOPTIR MR XD K 0w 0P 0T 19BNT 2T
IOV LPVYTI DMAT IR RDY 2MpnS powitT
JODWD DT PIBRT PHWNn N -0 AT opna
opn oY Y (3,30 DY) 93P pan W mom 1
NOMY R 10 YRR 23 %Y DNUSK ownd i
I GNPIMD TN N RNPN2 T KndY 90T
DEPRD T2 NI ROT NAPIRT S0 MWKRT NNT
TP T2 NIT 1071 ,0ND0 T PINT 17 Puwn 8P
WO PN TANRT 3T 9221 L,¢0T YD) TR D Y
NOT NOR LPDMTIN DMTT IIONN 8D 197 19BN N0
217 T3 OITT 23 5P ANT LTI T3 DMT NPTV 3
TIOIN ROT ATY AT NTT LTI DND Ta3 3 8O
TN I9IR 273D DND2 DN 1IN RTY 8217 N2
S0 T AN TNT 9P 1IN NPT ORY NN R0
79 ONY ,03pIT PID WM TIDRE 1M KT e
NINT NI DWW 90 JTIN DR L NMINITTY T N
DT PR IPTT DMIANT NTI0 NINXT 020 unw

QPP TR DTN

Living the Halachic Process Vol. V



Going to a Civil Court Where There Is No Beit Din

| am a lawyer in a country with a small Jewish population. When we need
a din Torah, we fly a beit din in from another country. A Jew who is suing
another Jew recently asked me to represent him. The dispute relates to a
modest amount of money, which is less than the cost of bringing a beit din.

May we sue in a non-Jewish court?
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Buying With Intention to Return

| liked a dress that | saw in a store, but it was too expensive. | am an
amateur seamstress, so | am considering buying it, learning its cut,
and then returning it, which Israeli law permits within 48 hours of the
purchase. May | buy the dress with the intention to return it? (I certainly

would not buy it to keep.)
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Immoral Commercial Practices?

I would like to ask about two elements of the business venture of which | am
a partner. 1) Our products have a large profit margin (often five times their
cost to us), but this is in accordance with their market price in the US. 2. Like
many companies, we use high-pressure sales tactics in our marketing. Are

these ethical/halachic problems?
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Stealing by Accident?

If one accidentally took and used a friend’s similar coat, is he considered
a ganav (thief)? Is he obligated to pay kefel (double)? Must he pay the
owner if something happens to the coat in a manner that is beyond his
control (oness)? [The questioner then presented sources that he found
about geneiva b’shogeg (unintentional theft).] How can there possibly
be geneiva b’shogeg considering that one needs intention to acquire

something?
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Returning a Lost Item that the Owner Knows About

Neighbors on an upper floor have several young children who regularly

Q

throw toys and even heavy objects into our ground floor garden. For years
we have picked up and returned the items and dealt with a mess, as they

have refused to install screens to prevent the throwing, and they do not
come promptly to retrieve the items. We believe that if we leave the toys at
our house, they will change their behavior. Is that permitted?
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Taking Bottles from Recycling Receptacles

| am a preschool teacher, and | would like to do a project with my students
using a few dozen large empty soda bottles. May | take bottles from the
recycling receptacles we have in Jerusalem and “recycle them” in that way?
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Receiving Permission to Sublet

| work on a campus in Israel, in a project funded by an outside foundation.
As part of my employment agreement with the foundation, they rent an
apartment on the campus on my behalf throughout the period of my
employment, including vacations. | did not sign the contract, and | am not
involved in payment. | will be abroad during vacation and would like to
make a little money by subletting the apartment to a nice family. Do | need
permission, and who should get the money?
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Dealing with Fallout from a Dishonest Middleman

Q

www.eretzhemdah.org

For the last few winters, neighbors and | have been ordering heating oil
through Shimon, who used to live in the community. We would pay Shimon,
and he would send a supplier — whom | had never seen — to deliver the oil
to our tanks. This year, | did not succeed in contacting Shimon, so | looked
for a supplier myself and came upon Levi. Levi told me that he had been our
supplier through Shimon, and he said that before delivering the oil this year,
he wants payment for last year, as Shimon had told him that | did not pay (a
lie). | tracked down Shimon, who said that he stopped handling the oil two
years ago (another lie). | trust Levi’s honesty. If | (or Levi) cannot recover the
money from Shimon, do | have to pay Levi for using his oil last year? [The
querier gave additional details, but there were several questions about the
arrangement that he could not answer.]
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Keeping Benefits from a Communal Purchase

| was asked to buy an air conditioning system (for several thousand shekels)
for my beit knesset. | received money to put in my account, and | made
the purchase with my credit card. A few weeks later, | received, as a result
of that sale, a 500 shekel gift certificate (in my name) for purchases at a
certain outlet. Must | pass on the benefit to the beit knesset?
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Claiming Damages from an Employee

| hired a teenager to do deliveries with my van. He backed into a tree
and moderately damaged my car. | do not want to report the collision to
insurance, because it will raise my insurance rates. May | demand that the

driver pay for the damage?
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A Lawyer’s Obligation to Take a Dangerous Case

| am a lawyer. A potential client asked me to help sue someone who
is known to be part of the underworld. Should | agree based on the
commandment of lo taguru (“Do not be afraid of a man”), or is it okay for

me to turn down the request?
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A Lawyer’s Obligation to Take a Dangerous Case
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