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The Laws of Bishul (unit #14

13vn — Enveloping the food
Unit #26

Chazal instituted two gezerot — prohibitions, regarding enveloping — before Shabbat, and during
Shabbat. Why are we more strict regarding enveloping than about leaving on the actual flame?
And how does this apply to crockpots and thermoses?

N. The gezera
This Mishna is commonly recited in Ashkenazic communities as Shabbat begins:
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Bein ha'shmashot, between sunset and nightfall, one may not transgress deOraita, but Chazal allow
transgressing many of their prohibitions and gezerot. The Mishnah says that one may 1’1NN NX 1NV
— envelope the hot food, implying that once night falls this would be prohibited.

Why?
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food
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The first gezera prohibits enveloping the food on Shabbat, even with materials that will not add heat
to the food, to remind us to be wary of how we heat our food on Shabbat.
The second gezera prohibits enveloping in materials that add heat, even before Shabbat, lest it is
done with coals, thus averting the possible temptation of stoking the coals.
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Shulchan Aruch rules these gezerot.

N 9°V0 139 120 NaY MY BN NNIN IV INNHY
1PN DN DIV 2T PIMV PRI I PINIV NDOWN PADA HDIAN ;DN PO PRY 1272 1D29N NIV PINIV PN
DY Tyan

When we learned about n™nV, leaving the food on the flame when Shabbat begins (unit #24), we
learned that if the food is cooked the gezera does not apply. According to most Rishonim, no such
distinction applies to the gezera on enveloping the food.
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Why should that be? If in both cases the concern is that one might stoke the coals, why are we more
strict with enveloping than we are with leaving on the flame?
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The Tur cites Rabenu Tam, saying that the enveloping is for the following day, and therefore one may
be more concerned about maintaining its heat.

The Ritva cites Rabenu Tam as well, though the explanation is different:
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Enveloping implies a greater concern about maintaining the heat than leaving on the flame. Leaving
on the flame is a regular way of heating up.

Another way of looking at it: if the food is fully enveloped, but is not sufficiently maintaining the heat,
what is the next step a person will take? Placing on a flame or stoking coals, etc. But if a person is
instructed that the enveloping not be complete, and the heat is not sufficiently maintained, a person
will first say — wait, why did | not envelope it properly in the first place? That will remind him not to go
beyond enveloping the food.

If the issue is showing of great concern, or going to lengths to maintain the heat, the gezera might
apply in other cases as well, as we will examine now.

2. Half enveloped, half on the fire
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food
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A pot is inside a box lined with wool. The wool is a material that maintains heat, but doesn't add heat.

Rabbi Zeira quotes a prohibition of placing the box on olive waste, which adds heat. But the olive
waste is touching the box, not the pot!
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The Ramban offers two interpretations:

1. The box has no bottom, so the pot is directly on the olive waste. So the pot is fully enveloped,
partially by material that adds heat and partially by material that does not add heat. This is
sufficient to be considered enveloped by material that adds heat.

2. The pot is in the box. The box is on the olive waste. The pot is not touching a material that
adds heat. This is considered enveloped in material that adds heat, because that the material
enveloping the pot is in contact with matter that adds heat.

Rabenu Yonah suggests a bigger chidush:
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As we explained earlier, the reason Chazal forbade enveloping is that such practice shows that the
person is very intent on maintaining the heat. In this case, the pot is enveloped in something that
does not add heat, but it is near something that does. The pot is not technically enveloped by
something that adds heat, but it shows a level of concern that is similar. Therefore, despite it not
technically fitting into the gezera, it is similar enough in spirit that it is similarly prohibited.

The Ramban rejects such expansions to the gezera.
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The Ran explains that this is a conflation of NNV and NINVLN. These are separate gezerot. In this
case, the food in enveloped in material that does not add heat, and is left near a heat source. It is in
compliance with each gezera individually, and is permitted. He adds that this is the custom:
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The Shulchan Aruch rules like Rabenu Yonah!
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Rav Ovadia is more lenient:
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food
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». Partial enveloping

Rabenu Tam says that 'enveloping' only applies to something that is substantially covered:
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Rabenu Chananel says that "NV requires grates, something that will separate the pot from the fire:
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If "N only applies to food left on grates, this implies that food that is in direct contact with the coal
is considered 'enveloped'!
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The Rashba infers that according to this opinion partial enveloping is prohibited as well.
The Rema says that this term is paradoxical:
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Enveloping, by its very definition, should require the pot to be enveloped, covered from all sides!

It seems that Rabenu Chananel is inferring similarly to Rabenu Yonah - 'enveloping' does not depend
on how covered the pot is, but to what extent did a person invest and ensure that the food maintains
its heat.
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The Shulchan Aruch quotes Rabenu Chananel! The Rema disagrees:
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Sfardi Poskim say that the Sfardi minhag does not follow Shulchan Aruch in this matter:
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food
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One may infer from Rabenu Chananel that ANY contact with a hot element is already considered
partial enveloping. The Beit Meir rejects the Shulchan Aruch's opinion, but explains that also the
Shulchan Aruch was stringent only about coal:
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It isn't that touching a hot element is enveloping. When a pot is placed inside coal, some of the coal
will ride up the sides of the pot as well. That can feasibly be recognized as enveloping. That's what
Rabenu Chananel was referring to, and what Rabenu Tam was rejecting when saying that if a finger's
height of coal surrounds the pot, that is not considered enveloping. Mere touch can never be
considered enveloping.

NN NN NVIYY NPNI - MaANIN

Placing on the hotplate is not within the gezera, for this reason:
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The hotplate does not envelope the pot in any way. Nor can our gas flames, that have no substance,
be considered 'enveloping' in any way.

We learned in unit 23 about cooking an egg on a hot roof. Why is the roof not considered
‘enveloping' the egg? This proves the Beit Meir's explanation, and informs us that hotplates cannot be
considered 'enveloping'.
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Rav Ovadia points out another aspect: the hotplates are not the source of the heat! They are metal
sheets that are above the heating elements!
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Enveloping on the fire and hotplate

The fire and hotplate add heat. Enveloping a pot that is situated on them would be enveloping in
something that adds heat.
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food
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Summary:

In Shabbat (34a) Rava teaches us that there are two gezerot:

The first gezera prohibits enveloping the food on Shabbat, even with materials that will not add heat to
the food, to remind us to be wary of how we heat our food on Shabbat.

The second gezera prohibits enveloping in materials that add heat, even before Shabbat, lest it is done
with coals, thus averting the possible temptation of stoking the coals.

Why are we more strict with enveloping than we were about leaving the food on a flame?

Tur based on Rabenu Tam: since the enveloping is generally for the following day, one may be more
concerned about maintaining its heat.

Ritva based on Rabenu Tam: Enveloping implies a greater concern about maintaining the heat than
leaving on the flame. Leaving on the flame is a regular way of heating up.

If the food is fully enveloped, but is not sufficiently maintaining the heat, what is the next step a
person will take? Placing on a flame or stoking coals, etc. But if a person is instructed that the
enveloping not be complete, and the heat is not sufficiently maintained, a person will first say — wait,
why did | not envelope it properly in the first place? That will remind him not to go beyond enveloping
the food.

Half enveloped, half on the fire

Rabbi Zeira (In Shabbat 47b) says that a pot is inside a box lined with wool may not be placed on on
olive waste, which adds heat, though the olive waste is touching the box, not the pot!
The Ramban offers two interpretations:

1. The box has no bottom, so the pot is directly on the olive waste. So the pot is fully enveloped,
partially by material that adds heat and partially by material that does not add heat. This is
sufficient to be considered enveloped by material that adds heat.

2. The pot is in the box. The box is on the olive waste. The pot is not touching a material that adds
heat. This is considered enveloped in material that adds heat, because that the material
enveloping the pot is in contact with matter that adds heat.

Rabenu Yonah suggests a bigger chidush:

3. The pot is enveloped in something that does not add heat, but it is near something that does.
The pot is not technically enveloped by something that adds heat, but it shows a level of
concern that is similar. Therefore, despite it not technically fitting into the gezera, it is similar
enough in spirit that it is similarly prohibited.

The Ran explains that this is a conflation of 77w and nanwvn. These are separate gezerot. In this case,
the food in enveloped in material that does not add heat, and is left near a heat source. It is in
compliance with each gezera individually, and is permitted. He adds that this is the custom:
The Shulchan Aruch rules like Rabenu Yonah, Rav Ovadia is more lenient:

Partial enveloping

Rabenu Tam says that ‘enveloping’ only applies to something that is substantially covered.

Rabenu Chananel says that inw requires grates, something that will separate the pot from the fire,
implying that food that is in direct contact with the coal is considered 'enveloped’. The Rashba infers
that according to this opinion partial enveloping is prohibited as well. The Shulchan Aruch rules like
him.

The Rema rejects this opinion, saying that this term is paradoxical. Enveloping, by its very definition,
should require the pot to be enveloped, covered from all sides! Rav Abba Shaul says that Sfardim
follow the lenient ruling as well.
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food

The Beit Meir explains that 'partial enveloping' refers to the pot sinking into the coals. If the heating
element\substance is merely touching, but not covering the pot at all, no one would call that
‘enveloping'!

GRSZ says that even according to the stringent opinions, placing on the hotplate is not within the
gezera, for this reason. Rav Abba Shaul proves this from the discussion in unit #23 about cooking an
egg on a hot roof.

Rav Ovadia points out another aspect: the hotplates are not the source of the heat! They are metal
sheets that are above the heating elements!

Though it must be noted that the fire and hotplate add heat. Enveloping a pot that is situated on them
would be enveloping in something that adds heat.

4. Defining 'Enveloping’
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Rabenu Tam says that the gezera applies only to a pot that is fully (or mostly — we will revisit those
words shortly) enveloped.
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In Contact
May one place food in a closed oven before Shabbat begins, or is that considered enveloping?
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Tosafot say that 'enveloping' is forbidden only if the substance is touching the pot, not surrounding it.
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Poskim use solutions that are more novel:
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If the pot is covered by a lid that is too wide for the pot, covering the lid is permissible, since it will fall
around and beside the pot, and will not contact the pot's sides.

Similarly, in a warming hole:
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food
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Top uncovered — the crockpot question
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The Pri Megadim ponders the Rema's specific mention of the top of the pot being kept exposed. He
proves from the Taz that if the pot is sunk in the coals, that too is considered enveloped, even if the
top is exposed. This would also fit Rabenu Tam's description, of the pot being "mostly" covered.

If it is considered enveloping despite the top being exposed, presumably crockpots would be
considered enveloping as well!
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The crockpot is designed to be in contact with the sides. If the top being exposed does not 'save' it
from the gezera, crockpots cannot be used on Shabbat!

Others disagree:

Rav Wozner points out the the Rema said that if the top is exposed it cannot be considered
enveloping:
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Rav Shterenbuch makes a broader point:

If the top is exposed, how can it be considered enveloping? There must be a distinction between the
letter of the law and the spirit. The letter of the law says that you may not fully envelope. The spirit
says that covering in an extreme way shows a similar level of concern. Placing the pot deeply in a coal
pit is just as extreme, even if the top is technically exposed.

If the pot is fully enveloped, there is no room for leniency — it is an overt violation of the gezera.

But if one is proposing stringency based on the spirit, the underlying concerns must be present. This

may be true in a pot that is submerged in coals. But in a crockpot there is no such concern — the heat
is constantly renewed!
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food

Summary:

Tosafot say that 'enveloping' is forbidden only if the substance is touching the pot, not surrounding it.
Therefore they permitted placing food in a closed oven before Shabbat, since the pot is surrounded,
but not in contact.

Based on this, Shalchan Aruch wrote that If the pot is covered by a lid that is too wide for the pot,
covering the lid is permissible, since it will fall around and beside the pot, and will not contact the pot's
sides.

The Rema writes that enveloping can only be considered such if the top is covered.

The Pri Megadim proves from the Taz that if the pot is sunk in the coals, that too is considered
enveloped, even if the top is exposed. This would also fit Rabenu Tam's description, of the pot being
"mostly" covered.

GRSZ says that crockpot is designed to be in contact with the sides. If the top being exposed does not
'save' it from the gezera, crockpots cannot be used on Shabbat!

Others disagree:

Rav Wozner says the Rema said that if the top is exposed it cannot be considered enveloping.

Rav Shterenbuch makes a broader point:

If the top is exposed, how can it be considered enveloping? There must be a distinction between the
letter of the law and the spirit. The letter of the law says that you may not fully envelope. The spirit
says that covering in an extreme way shows a similar level of concern. Placing the pot deeply in a coal
pit is just as extreme, even if the top is technically exposed.

If the pot is fully enveloped, there is no room for leniency — it is an overt violation of the gezera.

But if one is proposing stringency based on the spirit, the underlying concerns must be present. This
may be true in a pot that is submerged in coals. But in a crockpot there is no such concern — the heat is
constantly renewed!

n. Thermos

A thermos has an extra layer of glass and vacuum that helps maintain the water's heat. Is pouring into
a thermos this considered 'enveloping'? Especially considering that the thermos is designed
specifically for the purpose of maintaining heat!
The Poskim said that one may use a thermos on Shabbat, for two reasons:
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The Gemara says that the gezera applies to ki rishon, not sheni Why not?
Note that Rasht writes that pouring into a /i sheni purposely cools the water. Can one say that about
a thermos?

The Rambam, on the other hand, says that regardless of what a person is thinking, the gezera was
established about &/ rishon, not shent
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food
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Rav Feinstein says that this would depend on whether we interpret the Gemara like Rashi or the
Rambam.

Covering food
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The Ran says that only a special extra cover is considered enveloping. The regular lid etc. is not
prohibited in the gezera.
For example — can one put food that is in aluminum foil to warm up on Shabbat? Based on the Ran,
he may. Since the foil is used to protect the food, not as an extra layer to maintain heat. Shulchan
Aruch rules accordingly:
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Chazon Ish applies this to a thermos: keeping food in a vessel can never be considerd 'enveloping'":
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Rav Feinstein elaborates: at what point is the enveloping happening? When the water is poured it is
not yet enveloped. Once the water is poured placing the lid on top cannot be considered enveloping,
it is simply protecting the water!
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food

Summary
The double gezera

In Shabbat (34a) Rava teaches us that there are two gezerot:

The first gezera prohibits enveloping the food on Shabbat, even with materials that will not add heat to
the food, to remind us to be wary of how we heat our food on Shabbat.

The second gezera prohibits enveloping in materials that add heat, even before Shabbat, lest it is done
with coals, thus averting the possible temptation of stoking the coals.

Why are we more strict with enveloping than we were about leaving the food on a flame?

Tur based on Rabenu Tam: since the enveloping is generally for the following day, one may be more
concerned about maintaining its heat.

Ritva based on Rabenu Tam: Enveloping implies a greater concern about maintaining the heat than
leaving on the flame. Leaving on the flame is a regular way of heating up.

If the food is fully enveloped, but is not sufficiently maintaining the heat, what is the next step a
person will take? Placing on a flame or stoking coals, etc. But if a person is instructed that the
enveloping not be complete, and the heat is not sufficiently maintained, a person will first say — wait,
why did | not envelope it properly in the first place? That will remind him not to go beyond enveloping
the food.

Half enveloped, half on the fire

Rabbi Zeira (In Shabbat 47b) says that a pot is inside a box lined with wool may not be placed on on
olive waste, which adds heat, though the olive waste is touching the box, not the pot!
The Ramban offers two interpretations:

1. The box has no bottom, so the pot is directly on the olive waste. So the pot is fully enveloped,
partially by material that adds heat and partially by material that does not add heat. This is
sufficient to be considered enveloped by material that adds heat.

2. The pot is in the box. The box is on the olive waste. The pot is not touching a material that adds
heat. This is considered enveloped in material that adds heat, because that the material
enveloping the pot is in contact with matter that adds heat.

Rabenu Yonah suggests a bigger chidush:

3. The pot is enveloped in something that does not add heat, but it is near something that does.
The pot is not technically enveloped by something that adds heat, but it shows a level of
concern that is similar. Therefore, despite it not technically fitting into the gezera, it is similar
enough in spirit that it is similarly prohibited.

The Ran explains that this is a conflation of 77w and nanwn. These are separate gezerot. In this case,
the food in enveloped in material that does not add heat, and is left near a heat source. It is in
compliance with each gezera individually, and is permitted. He adds that this is the custom:
The Shulchan Aruch rules like Rabenu Yonah, Rav Ovadia is more lenient:

Partial enveloping

Rabenu Tam says that 'enveloping' only applies to something that is substantially covered.

Rabenu Chananel says that i>nw requires grates, something that will separate the pot from the fire,
implying that food that is in direct contact with the coal is considered 'enveloped'. The Rashba infers
that according to this opinion partial enveloping is prohibited as well. The Shulchan Aruch rules like
him.

The Rema rejects this opinion, saying that this term is paradoxical. Enveloping, by its very definition,
should require the pot to be enveloped, covered from all sides! Rav Abba Shaul says that Sfardim
follow the lenient ruling as well.
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food

The Beit Meir explains that 'partial enveloping' refers to the pot sinking into the coals. If the heating
element\substance is merely touching, but not covering the pot at all, no one would call that
‘enveloping'!
GRSZ says that even according to the stringent opinions, placing on the hotplate is not within the
gezera, for this reason. Rav Abba Shaul proves this from the discussion in unit #23 about cooking an
egg on a hot roof.
Rav Ovadia points out another aspect: the hotplates are not the source of the heat! They are metal
sheets that are above the heating elements!
Though it must be noted that the fire and hotplate add heat. Enveloping a pot that is situated on them
would be enveloping in something that adds heat.

Defining enveloping

Tosafot say that ‘enveloping' is forbidden only if the substance is touching the pot, not surrounding it.
Therefore they permitted placing food in a closed oven before Shabbat, since the pot is surrounded, but
not in contact.

Based on this, Shalchan Aruch wrote that If the pot is covered by a lid that is too wide for the pot,
covering the lid is permissible, since it will fall around and beside the pot, and will not contact the pot's
sides.

The Rema writes that enveloping can only be considered such if the top is covered.

The Pri Megadim proves from the Taz that if the pot is sunk in the coals, that too is considered
enveloped, even if the top is exposed. This would also fit Rabenu Tam's description, of the pot being
"mostly" covered.

GRSZ says that crockpot is designed to be in contact with the sides. If the top being exposed does not
'save' it from the gezera, crockpots cannot be used on Shabbat!

Others disagree:

Rav Wozner says the Rema said that if the top is exposed it cannot be considered enveloping.

Rav Shterenbuch makes a broader point:

If the top is exposed, how can it be considered enveloping? There must be a distinction between the
letter of the law and the spirit. The letter of the law says that you may not fully envelope. The spirit
says that covering in an extreme way shows a similar level of concern. Placing the pot deeply in a coal
pit is just as extreme, even if the top is technically exposed.

If the pot is fully enveloped, there is no room for leniency — it is an overt violation of the gezera.

But if one is proposing stringency based on the spirit, the underlying concerns must be present. This
may be true in a pot that is submerged in coals. But in a crockpot there is no such concern — the heat is
constantly renewed!

Thermos

A thermos has an extra layer of glass and vacuum that helps maintain the water's heat. Is pouring into
a thermos this considered 'enveloping'? Especially considering that the thermos is designed
specifically for the purpose of maintaining heat!
The Poskim said that one may use a thermos on Shabbat, for two reasons:

a. Kli Sheni

The Gemara says that the gezera applies to kli rishon, not sheni.

Rashi writes that pouring into a kli sheni purposely cools the water. Can one say that about a thermos?
The Rambam, on the other hand, says that regardless of what a person is thinking, the gezera was
established about kli rishon, not sheni:
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Unit #26 — 11nvi1 — Enveloping the food

Rav Feinstein says that applying this leniency to a thermos would depend on whether we interpret the
Gemara like Rashi or the Rambam.

b. Covering the food
The Ran says that only a special extra cover is considered enveloping. The regular lid etc. is not
prohibited in the gezera.
For example — can one put food that is in aluminum foil to warm up on Shabbat? Based on the Ran, he
may. Since the foil is used to protect the food, not as an extra layer to maintain heat. Shulchan Aruch
rules accordingly.
Chazon Ish applies this to a thermos: keeping food in a vessel can never be considerd ‘enveloping':
Rav Feinstein elaborates: at what point is the enveloping happening? When the water is poured it is not
yet enveloped. Once the water is poured placing the lid on top cannot be considered enveloping, it is
simply protecting the water!
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