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A-1

Set Seat In Shul

Please explain the concept of makom kavua (a set place) in the synagogue and its
origin. My experience has made me question its relative importance compared

to respecting others' feelings.
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A-2

Reading parasha sheets during tefilla

You and others publish parasha sheets that are distributed in shul. You are
probably aware that people read these at various times during davening. Is

this proper?
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A-3

How long to wait for a minyan

We have a minyan for Mincha at work. Although there is a set time for the
minyan, most of the members come from different buildings and tend to be
late, in order to avoid having to wait until the minyan forms. As a consequence,
the actual formation time of the minyan becomes delayed unpredictably. One
solution that has been suggested is to establish a solid deadline of, say, five
minutes after the nominal minyan gathering time, after which the minyan would
be abandoned for that day. That would pressure people to make it on time. Is it
halachically permissible to set such a deadline, or are we required to wait until

it is clearly hopeless?
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A-4

Davening by heart

Should one daven from a siddur or by heart?
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Taking off from work to daven with a minyan

| am a waiter in a catering hall, and | am often unable to daven Mincha or Ma'ariv
with a minyan before or after work, respectively. Should | take time off from my job to
go to a local minyan? | fear that | may lose my job if | am caught or, perhaps, even if |
demand that | be allowed to go. If my boss allows me to go, | am not sure if my pay will

be docked for going.
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A-6.1

Kaddish D'Rabbanan when parents are alive

We had a minyan without a mourner, and so we did not say Kaddish after Aleinu.
We subsequently learned some Torah, after which | recited Kaddish D'Rabbanan.
Some people questioned whether this was right since, baruch Hashem, both of my
parents are alive. Can/should one with living parents say Kaddish D'Rabbanan?
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Kaddish D'Rabbanan when parents are alive
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Going to a place where a group
will miss Torah reading

| am in charge of a teenage group at a religious camp. Every year the group
goes on a five-day camping trip far from camp. We have found that, beyond
the trip's recreational value, it is an important experience for our campers, and
the atmosphere enables us to make real educational gains. We are unable to
bring along a sefer Torah and will not be near any shuls. There will be regular
minyanim. May we go on the trip, knowing that we will miss kri'at haTorah

(Torah reading)?
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Walking in front of someone who is davening

One of our columns in Torah Tidbits stated definitively that one may not walk
within four amot (six to seven feet) of someone during his Shemoneh Esrei. Some
readers inquired whether this is an absolute rule. What is your opinion?
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Latest time to daven Shacharit

| woke up very late one day. What is the latest one can daven Shacharit? Is the
davening at that time the same as usual?
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Number of people needed to begin
the repetition of Shemoneh Esrei

When davening with a minyan, how many people must be finished with their
amida (silent recitation of Shemoneh Esrei) before the chazan may begin the

repetition?
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Hosafot on Yom Tov that falls on Shabbat

On the seventh day of Pesach (which was on Shabbat, this year), the gabbai
called up someone for a hosafa (additional aliya). There was some commotion as
to whether it is proper to make hosafot on Yom Tov. What is the halacha/minhag

on the matter?
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Covering the Torah durin%‘the aliya's
concluding beracha

In some shuls, the Torah is covered after each aliya, before the oleh (one who
has the aliya) makes his second beracha. Doesn't covering the Torah make it
considered as if it is not present, as covering does to the challot during Kiddush?
If so, can one make a beracha like that?
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Tefilla while babysitting
| am a new father, and | often take care of my infant all morning. Sometimes,
after | get her to sleep and am in the middle of davening, she wakes and starts to
cry. If this happens at a time that | am not able to stop, what am | to do?
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A-14.1

When the wrong sefer Torah is opened

On a day that we read from two sifrei Torah, the chazan took the second sefer as
the first. The gabbai discovered this only when the Torah was open on the bima.
Should we have rolled the Torah to the right place for the first reading (it was a
significant distance in the sefer) or covered up the sefer and replaced it with the

correct sefer for the first reading?
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A-14.2
When the wrong sefer Torah is opened
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Remembering the Exodus: Is it from the
Torah? Are women commanded?

Why is the mitzva of zechirat yetzi'at Mitzrayim (to mention twice daily the
Exodus from Egypt) not counted as one of the 613 mitzvot? Also, even if it is
a time-based mitzva, why aren't women obligated to fulfill it, as women are
obligated in the performance of mitzvot that commemorate miracles they were
involved in (af hein hayu b'oto haness)?
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B-1

Teaching berachot over non-kosher food

What does one do about training children in a Jewish school to make berachot
when many of them will be eating non-kosher food?
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B-2

Shehecheyanu the first time
one puts on tefillin

| recently became bar mitzva, and no one told me to make the beracha of
Shehecheyanu the first time | put on tefillin as a bar mitzva. Should | have made

the beracha and why?

NPT Tnen 559 mIwa ovnyd mednnm
JTID DY I KON PP2NPN 1T RO KXNI NON
72005 IR oY IR oxn% 2pnS ond piap mn

hisiARiliatatvaisighiaby Baini i Re minla

B YA N PID MO ON 07N 4

2951 OIDY D D % e R mxn 92
RO MY MEN 95 191,700 A3 79un 8P
TIXD 791 ,TIPYI NN POBM AN N0 19 pup
TN RO T Y 902 NN TN TN TN
17 T 132 0O a0 S g RO mxnd
LI TR NP oY TN

3 P’o 3270 M3 wN .5

XN 5P I TIan PN SON - 11 paa NS
722 DOXOX Y O D% 1S M 82 IRT 10D
PR ,DDYN X 1D T RO AN 0201 19 e
MIPS POB/N WY ON UM IR 720 TN
5722 POV 10T AN R

ow NoYN NN

R 997 722 P 27PD 2703 Y - MY IR
17735 2 ONTID TOMNIST ANT YT .Y 92 Nyt
DONANRAD RO 7D TN YW NPTT NN 30
ST NAPIDDT RNPM IR B WY 10 1PDDT
NP9 9787 DR 0721070 P08 M NPT
1T 029 TIXT D7aRTN0 573 PDID 1TINYAD
SR XY DN Y DN O] I poen 9 ol
DO ON DYXOXTT PP 101 9DID PONT P DN
072197 NPTY ART DT NI YRR 11322 NN
DOO0T Ny TP RS OR IITTE N5 TR PN
N3 97y [QM 2990 DA 729 TAxT 2In
PION MR TXD WA 20NTY WY DI
POV NY PO NIT ON B9 T NN DY Ne?
WY MY INTY ORTID 1NN M0 NN oD
DYD RN DTRY MI¥N 95 9T 020w DpDID T
LAIPTIIR T2 1T D TS

J°VD N2 7’0 YT NP X"HI .1

MDY 9P 1IMAL TI2N NROT YD B W 1N
D2 DI DUAIND) 127 PN R 9 RO 9a8
(REWH T 0

0”nN NNK K7D T 1N .2

NX’VD 327D

D93 NPT IR OO0 VY 12 e nvon M
NPWS TSR WY YRS TS 8O ORI . DRI D000
073 1070) TR Y

N P’D ow Mo

TP 72 RO NNDDIN T - RS 13 e
20D D72 PPN 023 10 anD RS S oran
S7DT KT DWW PO P9'EN 023 03 10 N2
1S ATT X 5P KON 13T 10020 PRY 0D
1T IND NXOXD Y, 3750 D MDD 112 YT
2701 DT D90 P PTD Non mapw oynn
PR 928 21012 MY DY IP IND D D7 7o owa
RO DPXOX D7 0N 8O Y I n Sw neon
POBNI DI PTI RDMHT NAT NIND AN D00
P oM RS 271 KNEDIND ROM NIW ON®T 10
PO LLPPBN DIXNY ANTIP R TIMDY XY
TIPRT OYEa N0 ¥ pYBN2 P2 XD P2
M2 YD TM2 RPET ORI IR 0oy Tiane
DY MY DTN NIEH 505 1!y o1 Mo Ppyd
573013 Than NYNA

3 TWY AY T mmn Xan) .3

SN EYSEIE AT 2NNPRY TR R NN
DM RUXIT N 08D O3 13 I TN
PN IR

ow ”vA9

NOW 70 - 2PN NIman SmpRy TR MR
N30 2PAW IR PR N3N PP T 0 2P0
Rkikiniaivdinimiuiait inielidin i ainhialgiiniini v inl

TV ’N 7T 0w MODIN
mwTnn mnnen v oe%T whand aNan .

)

www.eretzhemdah.org

Living the Halachic Process



B-3

Berachot on fruit salad

If, outside the context of a meal, | eat fruit salad containing a variety of fruit
including melon, peaches, and grapes, what beracha acharona do | make?
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B-4

Birkat haTorah for one who
wakes up during the night

If | get up in the middle of the night and decide to spend some time learning,

what do | do about birkat haTorah?
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B-5.1

Does Birkat HaMazon cover cake that
was eaten before the meal?

If I have a piece of cake and then eat bread, will Birkat HaMazon cover the

beracha acharona for the cake?

A P’DIVPR D AN YN .3

QTP DRYITD NVT TVTT - ANSnsT S S
0D N2 APORY 257 TS W NIYN? TMYDR
ANDY DIINR PN N7 NON2T D DT NN
RO TMH? BB MO ON ANY NXDPH el
N IPNT P IPON DR IINNN TT1O02 PIY? oI
DTIP NN TON2 0P TI2% TN NXp prawnd
NDN2=) I TAY TP T2 WY DR YD
N7 DI 3 5 mID I TAYTI (NN
YD TIN2 D3 M n 21OKRY NPT ORT
TRD? 15MNS% A8 0N LNNR IMORS nawns
WIPTO ART TINTI 27HY D27 T 1 Y
DTIPH PINL 7D NV R RITTD M5 N
L1770 17 oD Mt AR Myl

ow NoHN NN

1IDYD I PIOND INYTI ONY . - ANDNST Y N2
ND %Y T35 TIX M PIT NT IMYDT TN o)
ARIIND ITMPDIT TN AN NI 0N N2 PIDD
DTIPH Thany naw KON D b2 95
DTN OOINY I DI TNERD 103N ! YD
DN DD AT 01 8PN WNTID N TTYDT TN
T MING I PIPT IOKR L NDOBD YT a8 09D
AMR DM N2 IO TP TIPS P1OND
DT 170 TNRODT ANT N0 TR YRS Pr% e
NBND 538 1PDP D P ANIAND PIDD ND
ARIINDT,PIDID NPT OMOY PINI PHDN PO RO
NID72 PHDT DIEH MM 1D DY N2 Nwda
DPRWN WO PPN D7 DY 173720 PN 10D Spid
11D PINDI WRTID NI Ond o OX 153IYa
N3 ROTORTIZ O7N 3 PYn Oy T12% X781 120
TPTPIDBNT TTIYDT TN I N0 PR DR AR N
5 TINDY PO LW PYH OTOY TN KD DB
5919788 Y7109 NXV TIPTIT DI W D
RT12 OTOY TA2 AOINAT AN .. TN PIDD ND
N YDA DY IRIDNIY N2TI PR PR DI
SOR D7MIRY 1PN P17 JORT INXT 9N R PIYd
MBS MR NP3 MO MY [ NYap o
YN N7 590 KUMAT AR .IMPITND OW Y DN
TN2% TN YD DR TIPS 9018 ANT 2now
57391 N3 RS (MR 1002=) N7

2 <

1970 07N AKX DY N’ .1

Y23 (MRS 7777 :1D) PPON2N TXYD PIDI I T AND
D359 P2 1ON2 DINPB TMYDT MRS DT 02T
WO NIN2T NHNY °I130 DK PTPTL ,DIINRS P2
12 NXTDOIN NDM™T 9O8 DNY,WOW PYN NOmD TN
NDN2 PYB KT I%Y IO 0D DY A8 [ PIT NN
WP 2N 971 NITLAMIN DM NI NN PR P
2O PPN NOMID P2 PN D27 IR RPITT NN
RPN TO2IT (77) NN PRI PRY KM
PR MDY SWIN PP KRS M3 N1ON2 B
RT3 N2DPY TN PO ORT 13NN (.27) NIDNIT M
YMIBNTI FND 172 NBNTI DN RHTITI NS 12,908
JNDY I PN NI MNBNT DN NXY NNTIT 0D
130 DOIMIRY ANWD M (3N T L) T T Y
DIPMI NMAT MO T2 MO DN T 9 Daw NeNY
DT I3TNRTH TIRNI 101 KXY 197 M0 9 13T Y
9P T3 00T ON T 1IN IR YD XY
PRWHT DY WD PIAD 8D JINTI MDD whw
RON DB 9 M OMNOY 1Y TN2% T P T
T3 P DI WRITE IO 10 PP KROT D
SNDT PREN DDA WPT KN NN wOw MY
DBAT NIMIDE T DA T PN T ™D
e TAPTD N 023 DOMIDY P KT, T

PVD N7 7D OYN NNK TV MDY .2
OO DN RO YD NOWD TR TS NoN2
2 D073 2 P28 NMID I DO PN NDYT
5Y DIPPLI P NON2 PO 5P T2 ONE NN
T D272 DA 5P T2 08 UM RYY 18T

. NXY PP 5Y Dppna

Ny pP’o ow M3 mwn

JIT AN M O POWAN Y10 INY 7T - REWT
DONT D 7EN ,DIBNN NPT RET 907 a8
WHN APY NPT NBY NDI NIMK 8N 0
NIMOT YT .ND2 ON D TSR Nona T KO T
NON NommT NPTO KROW DN D W ODN
T NON2 72072 13T N K 55 101 NDMTT
1O 531] DDA NPT RS T RITT 0T N0
[ILID NI NON2 YN PIDYD NB2

N

)

www.eretzhemdah.org

Living the Halachic Process



B-5.2

Does Birkat HaMazon cover cake

that was eaten before the meal?

ow 1551 NIN3

R7IT D2 200w 2712 POy - BIEs% mons awn
NBRI 3T D ANIANT PIDY D2 8T 1D 959 1T
DT PP 170 I QIR 02 RN 1127
a8 NI UND PIDD2 KA ND2 13pHDNT 110 92N
13297 PHDT DM 1371 ,0%02 9pnS pod NannT
AR I R TI20 19 Pomn PN Spnd
YOI TN 1O 1MXMY EIIPI IR ND
PED M39TNT 872D PR PID'D NS 1T Dwn
ND922 0BT KT NI ND 7P 8w 5P’ 13397
YOI TN P00 ND %Y TI2% PR O7Y LRI
DN ROIMRY 1TT] P05 PIDID N ONIT JUNN
RO NI L[ DT ORI IO AT e
TIN2 70T DX MY 272 eNNIn 02T 90INaT
aYD SOIRY N 7O TPRYS paD TyDn
MIPY 19018 0N 19BN TMYDT TN T2 K Dy
9IXY MO MDD DIRMBNT 02T 90N ONY
PO TIN2 9D TIANT [N 128D 1amnn
DD YT 10 2D DIPDIDN 0T YRWNT 10O KD
oINS 7501 T7pYS O ART PN KN30
JOIN MDY KON NI NP PO NN

0”n AKX T 1IN .4

n,t’vo Nop "D

PR MWPPR DD DWIDN ¥ PIDDI INRIT N
DYTPRM DIMARY TPID IN 2T DA DONOnne 0D
N7 PRON BRIPET NPT om L poam
TN R 29T IR W IR WIT 12 2P DY N
IR D170 M N2PN DPB Y RIT,IRDNT PYAN
¥ 10 BN 898,713 ND 8IP3 e 87, DA N9% 1PanT
wynow '[”’p;}‘) PP PN NIMD WIT N 7’53?1 12777 o2
wp% 121 I ) (RN 1Y,y o 7’5:121:11 jognintnl
12 N%210N P2 ,ND NI DREn W @rant npT
PDDID DY D3P0 DAIN DEIPR NTINN IR
0910 1270 5 @ P DIRTPIT DM DN
DD 1INKRY D37 0% DN 22T 108 505
R ihiajalnliyfiulyl

ono L BROIN PP 13 1IN0 NN Nann®
N2 IR TP KON POY T2 KT S
RT3 DTOY TIAN BRI PP TIND DPT 1O
NTMYD P3P ONY O PYH DMK TONIY NI N
TN D D108 ORY I DDA NOXIDT AN oMoy
oIS MON2 DR L TMYDT NN 8O TMYDN
DUINUY DPT PPN DN SaR  DmanRG KO
DO Ampann 235 o%en o oMoy Nnpan

Nigmin)l i glnteiniatai

www.eretzhemdah.org

Living the Halachic Process




~

" Does a mistaken beracha exempt other foods?

Someone made the beracha of Shehakol on a food that required a different
beracha (for argument's sake, Mezonot). | know he is yotzei b'di'eved (fulfilled
his obligation after the fact). However, does that mistaken beracha work to
exempt other foods, either those that require Mezonot, like the food he is eating,
or those that require Shehakol, like the beracha he made?
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*” Berachot made by a katan on behalf of a gadol

Can a katan do mitzvot and make berachot to be motzi a gadol?
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C-1

Rules of lighting Shabbat candles

Is there a minimum time that Shabbat and Yom Tov candles must remain lit?
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C-2

Swimming on Shabbat

Is it permitted to swim on Shabbat? If so, is an eiruv required?

Can one use a towel to dry off?
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Use of hearing aid on Shabbat

Is it permitted to use a hearing aid on Shabbat, or does the electrical mechanism
make it forbidden or problematic?
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C-3.2 . .
Use of hearing aid on Shabbat
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“*Kashrut of milk that was milked on Shabbat

Does milk that was drawn from a cow on Shabbat by a Jew without employing
any of the halachic solutions become not kosher because of the violation?
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C-5

Making Havdala on Sunday

My wife did not feel well on Motzaei Shabbat (Saturday night) and went to sleep
before | made Havdala. | decided to wait until she was ready, which ended up
being the next morning. Should I have made a full Havdala on Sunday, including
the berachot on besamim and ner (Havdala candle)?
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C-6 o o .
Grape juice for Kiddush

| have heard that one should make Kiddush on wine rather than grape juice. Is

this true, and, if so, does that mean that grape juice is not valid for Kiddush?
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C-7

Giving a baby a rattle on Shabbat

May | give my baby a rattle to play with on Shabbat?
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Killing mosquitoes on Shabbat

Is it permitted to kill mosquitoes on Shabbat? There are a lot of mosquitoes in my
area. They cause my family much grief and, perhaps, even danger.
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Clearing a table that will not be
used again on Shabbat

How does one deal with dishes and food that remain at the end of a Shabbat meal
when he will not need them again on Shabbat. How does one avoid problems of
hachana (preparations for after Shabbat)?

Y TN 2D Now TION D IND PNT DYBMm
PRY DT (N”D D MK KT a7 wena
nininiilie Iny iyt ol Wvdin i in wain)sin S nitinin v 2 ui el Fahijin)
50%pnn K5 70 IR 2330 K5 KPYT nawa nend
P9 TINDITT AN TTID RIUT 100D neT o

5% 30 N0 DIEn T PN SpSpnn Ko

1D 19°D () - 3) KN NHW NN MW 4
D NTY YT XD PN 7D pRD DU Ve
2PN 092 oMwyd DY oypnn TI07 3NN
5 DI NIMD M TNRS T T TN Y
DR 721 ,70P0R7 POIR IN IPND 5D AT Py
1D TINXY VT IR AR NP THBN TP 1007
PITN PINAD Y70 0N NPT DUHPWN IN D12 137
B0 W 012 105 Dy Tnxe 550 wnd 92
P27 L1 MER WY HLT DWIN P2 IO 13Ny
TTIOMR M2PI? AMNT D27 101,799 120w DOwIN
W Y92 DA IO AD IR o 900 Ao 9x5
R O35 mnn DAyt van Moo S
5 990 MBI IR I7OPD 1IN D K72 DD NN
IPD N7OW YD N7INI RINT TP NI X2
PR DWW NTDD OYnn P7 NS S7ann owa
B eiiv) Al a B VAR IR i bl e (VA i F gl alal

NINI MY DR PORD Y 0Y 090 0 MNwd
225 NN PN P DT DO NN ITTH N DT
O20 P13 MO YNNI PI W NPT
TDIRD WM T ROITT X2 5 090 1E1DT T KM
TTIOM D3 DR NP YT OIIN 199, D2TNMmY I pan
DN 5P KMT0 PIONN OR DN DM DIDIN 1D
QDY KO 935 DM NIND LM M T
L7923 D90 Y PITNNTY

Y VD N3 PID NNSHND Naw NIPHY .1
T IR NI, DTN 227 90 e I
DIDRT DM TN KON 1D PN BN DT IR
RN 90 DO LNTII TIMND P nas 8T ON
55 °%2 7 DI NI ORI NAwS NN Toyea

J129% 0% 90

K2 P”D KoW ”D NN Mwn .2

JIPRY 1X032 595 PNnT KT - 101 Mm% e
YT TR0 AT MON? SR TMYD AN TIES 1
NPOIT NPT I T2 TIDOPD T T RS D
TP TNID KT ON 101D DORD NPT I HNT !
TENI NN TMPDMYD 130M] T2 S e NN
PRT TTEN R 928 [N YD NN 27 e
PIE 191 N0 NS MY NPT O PR DRS
7379 7MY R 0N NPT ON B9 87T NN
DIT DONN TMPD TIXD P B ORI DY 8O
TR MTAY MDNT NI UMY LT NN rnn
TDRY ROW M7 N2 NMTD 23 0V SMwd nonl ROw
PR DN DT S1ORD X PRE D Swrad oonN
WP ADBRY DM TN AP 1003 M NONRS T
N DN 570 TDDIT IND PR IO NDN T PN

. NI 572 5% 1ORD Sovw T

T2 7D N PON PNY N MY L3
(freezer) 85pn TN S0 %] NI a0
% 937 -2 .2 SO - 'R NN poms [hawa
W2 S0IND 7IM LWNPNY T0pna REPIT vy
JARD TP W3 INDPIT P AN B PR NI
DI DI NTY BTN KD TN N IRD PN R
PP ARIDNIN 1 M, 2% B nawn a0
1ITI T 00 DWW 03 PRT (TR D) /N
IO 0TS TNORRY 90T o aRIan? T
TUX IR 130T ,2330 KO N 539 e 1ondnS
AN R Sp%pnn 8O 0T P ,nawd 955
N7 75 ,0%92 ADM0N YIM 2330 RO 1708 9%
JIREPM S 99pna DWIoN I S5popnn 85w 01D

N

)

www.eretzhemdah.org

Living the Halachic Process
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Doing work on Motzaei

Shabbat before Havdala

On Motzaei Shabbat, | have a lot of laundry to do so | can send my children off
to school for the week. It would be helpful if | could start the first load before
my husband has returned from shul. However, | heard that it is a problem to do
serious work before Havdala, even after saying HaMavdil (a shortened Havdala).
Is that true, and does it apply in this case?
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Doing work on Motzael

Shabbat before Havdala
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Eating on Shabbat by midday

| thought that one must make Kiddush on Shabbat morning by chatzot
(astronomical midday). However, | cannot find a source for such a halacha. Does

one exist?
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Making tea on Shabbat

What is the proper way to make tea on Shabbat?
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Making tea on Shabbat
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Taking lactase pills on Shabbat

In order to digest milk properly, | need to take lactase pills. Is it permitted to take
such pills on Shabbat, in light of the prohibition of refuah (medical treatment)?
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Benefiting on Shabbat from work

one by a child

My three-year-old son mischievously turned the dining room lights off and back
on again on Shabbat. Were we allowed to continue eating in the room?
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Is a rock collection
muktzeh on Shabbat?

| have a very extensive rock collection. Is it muktzeh on Shabbat?
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Guest who does not find

re-cut

toilet paper for Shabbat

| was at a friend's house on Shabbat and found only a roll of toilet paper in the
bathroom, with no cut paper. What does one do in such a situation?

RIT 0N 71PN 9277 50 LRI 1PN 1T NN
W DT VT LMD TION DIPH 2N I PPN
133°3P3 7997 513307 R M3 PPN 1IN 0N T
BN M0 DO AT NI DM PN PIIP NI
WK T NIT 3NN PIPIL OTI D N2T N 12
PP 9902 M PR D73 %9p5pnT et 950 1upnn
TN DR IR0 ST YD AN AN L. pnd vy
- IPND 7Y PP NITT 20T NIT I wenend 8705

3 TY B 7T MII3 XK .4

STNN2Y RPN 8 [AR] M AvNan mas M
T2 FIXY PR NN PRI TN PR RO PORDN
INRO2 NITD 277 RPN 3 27 AN -
DN KT IRD O 1DMN DN KT (17 0I2T)
RN NN 127 8O3 :RITD 20 NN INTTRAVNNT
ROTIRG 9P 1T0NDN 13307 0 55,19 10N 8D
7337 17 1TI20 DY DN

NPT TV N 5

N’7VD 2w 7D 0”0 NN
PERY MIPY D0 IAN S1O0% 1N N1NAT M0 D
RO O AN TN N0 T IRy 235 onyn?
DOION 1Y DUOTY 1D KD A% T opn 1
MY DEIN AP TP 1D PR DN T 8O mapd
901,12 IMIPY 1282 9093 ORY ;IR NI012 YD
NOMH 12T 07T R IR TN 21T R BN IDNIOD

17799 13N T2 IR P07 20 v a1
™ ORI D7D M) 0UIaN SnONS TN XM NPT R
SO 01 TS DY9RN0n 1PBRT KM (17 273 oM
TN NI TI20 DWNT 13307 DN PO IR NI N1

(P 2D TR AIam S 2%1% P npoIn)

N TY D a7 Ny'a KM .6
DT I ORY Pan MR amin SNe? ond nan
NN RDT.RD - KNYTINTA 528 133072 - M
N9 130N RS 732772 N3 KD NDYINTI N

1 1957 K P79 Naw Hn 073nI .
PIDNME RYTT, 207 PO MY Y10 NPT I ThMT
STOROM RITL 13102 TN 120 AT 1098 NTRd
NON INTHY 11D KO2 N TDHT T TN OR PaN
IO NN DUIPIT .S T T DA W POYNnD
DIDINSD MWNT T I, 1M AN AT A
WA TN 1N 90191, TN Dn 201 1N o
DI 2T DIDNNT 1D NIONN BTN DIPT N YY
12 DIXMD B NI PP Sw DD SWIIT Innmn

20T, N9TT DR 12 MDD IR v

2 VD pY 2D 0PN NIK T IO .2
NI 3R [ AMIT YR PN DANT 2% PN
250 pnnD

K» P’0 0w N3 NN

YOITIND ORT TN 9P TEPM PR MM - 101 93N
MIP% YT DOPIPS I PP ORY ;TN DI 031D B
PP DI 2T, BB TR INDD IN T2 10Xy N8
NOW 2MM S TD2 PPN IPNY 7Y PP RITY
57722 YL YTP DI DPNIT IND DO

ow 1550 N .3
DYDY I DD IMRO ... - DY P PN
RO ORNDN NP DN 201 PN 1YY PNPT TINDT
PID3 DM NONT TP NP DN T2 NI
DD DU 12 T ORY L. 73297 NI Prwn ard
PRI D20 DRI ARNINT 8D 12 0
DOIITIRT 7 TN TXOR TN NP INE Y 2702
9DNIT D272 N AYTMIp TR ROT T NOXTY
SN R PYIT 0939 DUDLN PATNIY I8N
JIN T, T D TAN AN R 1272 89 92N
e TIPIP 273 R YT RTINS INIaNT
TR RDT D W 2T NN T 8IDNDNT N
PYBND 3T R PTIPYD 870 RS nry vy ow
R PIIPRD OUNRM L DR N2 TaX NI
Y T2 NN T IPNY N30T TXT M Ta20n 02T

DI RS NYIPIT ONNM N SpMpn 1N TN

’ " ) ) 7Y
SOG DONY,RIT RONYTINT DD OV NODIN N7 )TN o 87 7Pﬂ$ WYY PR oY e T 85 995 M2

W\ 2T R ITD IR KO Towne T N

a“ e
AL"r!

" www.eretzhemdah.org Living the Halachic Process




C-17

Removing excess milk
from cereal on Shabbat

When | give cereal to my baby, | usually pour enough milk in to make it wet
and soft, but then strain most of the milk out into the sink so that he should
not make too big a mess. On Shabbat, | simply hold back the cereal with my
fingers, as using a utensil is a problem of borer (sorting). Is that sufficient to

solve the problem?
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Encouraging a non-Jew
to buy tickets on Shabbat

| want to attend a sporting event. Ticket sales begin on Shabbat and are expected to
be finished by the day's end. May | ask a non-Jew to buy tickets for himself, hinting
that | will buy them from him after Shabbat for a higher price?
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Sorting silverware on Shabbat

After washing silverware on Friday night, | need to arrange each type in its proper
place. How do | do this without violating the prohibition of borer (selecting)?
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Insulating hot food taken
from an oven on Shabbat

Is it permitted on Shabbat to take hot food in a pan from an oven and transfer it
to an insulated or thermal container to keep it warm?
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" Insulating a warm challa before Shabbat

After baking a challa soon before Shabbat, | like to wrap it in aluminum foil so
that it stays warm. Is this permitted? May | also leave the wrapped challa in an
oven that is turned off but is still warm?

' P’d 13?0 ONI3AK Y .3

PDN N”D 737 D2 N”HT 2T - 2mas Bl
DINIPH Y . DTIID NN PR 1D DO DN
PRI PO MNTRT IO N PPIDNY DIpnaY
J31X DR DN PDOMY AN TNXD MO PInn
AN KPITT I 171 527 0 70T DN
RO PPPT TN PRI NRT PR DN T owd
uON TIA? T DB 12N N (PRI wrn?
1200 1R AT ’DINAY .. TIIND PRBAD INT PN
TR 901 W DM KON T PN 1% 17007 9N
ANXPN DI DI NBAT SR TN pnn

2D PO NI AN YWY L4

TR MDRD PRE 87 550 0D WN PR ON ..
70T DM ANT 0TI DO, oY TR
RPITT M wrn 530 0w M 973 nnne
1N PRBAD MNTT DN DN TN DD 7Y
PHAT? MR PR NI 238 YH02 PHn 8w
DTS wrnd 8% 05T 10T S YppT T
5257 DI NHIT ,NDIZ MT ROT 57 AN oyvn ON
5021 WRT NBA RN T PR 900 SaR mxya
LB D PRRANE BN TN NNpnn Y

N VD 1)1 7D OPN NNK W N .5
TR 37 P DT 12 B 000 1Y MPAN I N
537 P0IBT 9272 RS T PNY 0

3 P’o M 7’0 NN NYN

OO IN TTDD 1PN D 11X - 1T IIRD 1T PINY
WY 9P 93T %Y DI A0 WRTIAY D122 TP
19 7T NDID VTP W ROT MW 17N TP
JNRXY DPnn 9377 D KT ONTT 230 1D
TP 90 TANTRY IXYN 937 19 PR TP AN
. 10T TN BYPAn TN

31K TINY TH 97 N3w K0 .1
272 N2 Yo oIN X 02T oY mewn
A3 AR P9I 1Ny DNy Town oy naw
SRTIT AN PAwYD PN - F2WN 1N PED oW PAD

928 DI AR PRPTH PR D90 AN P a0 PN
DM AN PINY PIIP™ ORBTT NN PawYn
D272 IO PR ATNR D 30N N2 [ANN] N
JPNYY RPN - ewnwn 927 g0 N
TR - DI M DT P 10T R AR 7 NN
03D 837 MNT T DM MT DND Y
D1 TP 12BN 92T P0IBT 92T PINW PN NN
9 MR N%MI T2 RO PRNS PRDY NP T -
DWSMAD FAMY N TN - RN MR

ow w9

DRI ONN PIMMY PRINNI J3NTD - mewnwn
I PR - W OORTY R LTOWT PODT - Npyn
9272 I9°NT 227 Y0 1NE 9372 anhT ohD
T DI 13NTD DR DY TYAN 1PEN - 9277 90N
NPY T3 10 NBa2 KO I PR (2 ,10) /Nawa/
IR TINAMY YWD TIINXIR 0TI N3N
Dowa Swan 83n ,19mn

SY1 02PN RIT MWHLT P27 TINDY - 11T AmAT
SN TII0XI MRS wrnd 80091 INT

D912 27PN NN - pRns
W27 Now TOwWnn - BYPMIS M NRY T
95 17522 AN 1 00X S0 owa KROW TR
. DIAPMY IR I TY 100N

YD 1770 07N ANK TV 1IN .2
3 P [0 Y P DITEnS anny PPN
N7 DN 2717 D2 NN DO 27y jolrinh]
527 DD DI oY1 57PN 073223 ID1oN
5am DI QITNNNAY WS NRMD 070 nEY nnnn
DWII D732 PNY PIY2 NI 5o L(TDNY)
TOT AP IR 2 TANN YR W YN TTP2
72 A7) AP TRpne 8o TJ% RinlvaNnhialalni
=ppva - ninkniplyi ralo NI ,nﬁm D72 W mE10 IN
TAN2NIY D277 27Y AN Mpn i 2YSman

A730 D2

N

)

www.eretzhemdah.org

Living the Halachic Process



D-1

Tashlich on Shabbat

When is one supposed to do Tashlich when Rosh Hashana falls on Shabbat?
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Blowing shofar on behalf of women

After davening on Rosh Hashana, | often blow the shofar for women who
couldn't make it to shul for health or family reasons. Are there any special
guidelines for such a situation or issues of which I should be aware?
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" Outlook of one who must eat on Yom Kippur

| have multiple sclerosis, and | take many pills to deal with a variety of related
conditions. Even so, | am relatively happy with my lot in life. | had fasted all of
my life on Yom Kippur, but | am getting older and cannot fast anymore. My wife
has told me, “You are not allowed to fast! The Talmud says that it is a sin for you
to fast!” Where is this written, or is she just trying to make me feel better?
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Children fasting on Yom Kippur

| have children aged ten and below. What should my policy be about their

fasting on Yom Kippur?
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Why

iIs Simchat Torah

celebrated Sukkot time?

Why is Simchat Torah celebrated after Sukkot and not on Shavuot, the anniversary

of the giving of the Torah?

the forty years in the Desert. Preservation of
existence.

Shemini Atzereth. Preservation of the Spirit
of Israel: Commemoration of the spiritual
education and continued infusion of the
Torah-spirit received at Sinai during the
wandering in the Desert. Commemoration
of the spiritual survival in the Desert.
Preservation of life. On this account, also,
the second day, Simchath Torah is devoted
to the Rejoicing of the Law which was
preserved in Israel.
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Taken together, the Jewish festivals
commemorate the period of Israel's creation
and education, from the Exodus from Egypt
until the entry into the Holy Land.

Thus, their significance is as follows:
Pesach.The Foundation of Israel's Body:
Commemoration of the Divine, creative act
by which G-d, true to His promise, broke
open the dungeon of Egypt, and transformed
the family of Jacob into a nation, after it had
grown in numbers in the midst of suffering.
This He did by freeing Israel's body from
serfdom. Pesach, the commemoration of the
Exodus from Egypt, thereafter means for
Israel the foundation of existence.
Shavuoth. Foundation of the Spirit of
Israel: Commemoration of the Revelation
of the teaching with which G-d, Who had
summoned Israel to a national existence by
means of physical freedom, now summoned
the freed body of the nation to be the
bearer of His teaching. This gave spiritual
completion to that which had been begun
physically in Egypt. Shavuoth is thus the
commemoration of the Revelation of Sinai,
the foundation of life.

Sukkoth. Preservation of the Body of Israel:
Commemoration of the physical survival of
Israel that had been freed from Egypt by G-
d. Commemoration of the survival during
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Taking a lulav and etrog to the Kotel

| understand that, after the first day of Sukkot, the main mitzva of netilat lulav is
performed only in Yerushalayim. Should I go to Yerushalayim on Chol HaMo'ed

in order to fulfill the mitzva properly?
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Buying a separate lulav for boys
under bar mitzva

Does one have to buy a set of arba'at haminim (=lulav) for sons before bar

mitzva, or can they share the father's?
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Categories of forbidden work
on Chol HaMo'ed

| know that a lot of things that are forbidden on Yom Tov are permitted on Chol
HaMo'ed. Are all rabbinic prohibitions, such as muktzeh and amira I'nochri
(requesting a non-Jew to do the work), permitted on Chol HaMo'ed?
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Going to work on Chol HaMo'ed

| am a social worker in a (Jewish) old-age home. | have a certain number of
vacation days during the year, and | prefer to take them in the summer. May | work
on Chol HaMo'ed in order to leave my vacation privileges for a different time?
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The validity of artistic chanukiyot

We, in the community of Judaica artists, are confused about the “kashrut”
of chanukiyot. Do the lights really have to be in a straight line in and be the

same height?
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Lighting Chanuka candles away from home

My wife and | will be spending part of Chanuka in a guesthouse as part of a
group. The group will be the only ones on the premises. Part of my family will
be at home. Do | light Chanuka candles where | am and, if so, where?
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"“Does one need a minyan for Megillat Esther?

If one cannot make it to shul for the reading of Megillat Esther, does he or she need a

minyan at home for this purpose?
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Giving matanot la'evyonim before Purim

Can | give matanot la'evyonim before Purim if it will be given to the poor on
Purim? I'm not even sure whether it will be Purim day for us when the matanot

are actually distributed in Israel.
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Rushing to eat afikoman

It seems that every year we have a conflict between those who want to rush to eat the
afikoman by chatzot (astronomical midnight) and those who want to allow the seder to
advance at its own pace. What should we do?
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Rushing to eat afikoman
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An Ashkenazi eating from pots

used for kitniyot

On Pesach, may | (an Ashkenazi) eat kitniyot-free food at the house of a Sephardi
friend if the food is cooked in pots that my friend uses to cook kitniyot, which

Sephardic custom permits? If so, why?
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Chametz found on or after Pesach

In the past, after weeks of Pesach cleaning, | have found chametz on or after
Pesach. Does this mean that | have sinned accidentally? What should | do when

this happens?
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Time of selling chametz for a traveler

Where does one who is traveling for Pesach sell his chametz?
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Can a chazan who missed a day of sefirat
ha'omer recite the beracha?

If one missed a day of sefirat ha'omer and is now serving as the chazan for
Ma'ariv in a place where it is customary that the chazan recites the sefira with a

beracha aloud, may he do so?
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Counting sefirat ha'omer in
a non-standard base system

This sounds like a crazy question, but what is the halachic ruling on counting
sefirat ha'omer in a base other than the standard decimal system? In other words,
could a person say, “Today is one, one, zero, one in base two,” on day thirteen
(1101 in base two equals thirteen in the decimal system)?
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Getting married on Yom HaAtzma'ut or

Yom Yerushalayim

s it permitted to get married on Yom HaAtzma'ut and Yom Yerushalayim?
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Why are there two days of Shavuot?

| understand the reason for celebrating two days of Yom Tov in chutz la'aretz for
all chagim, except for Shavuot. Since we count forty-nine days of sefira and the
fiftieth day is Shavuot, how could there be uncertainty?
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Eating new fruit during the Three Weeks

Why is eating new fruit considered such a pleasure that it is forbidden during the
Three Weeks (between 17 Tammuz and 9 Av)? Also, is it permitted on Shabbat

during that time?
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How to spend Tisha B'Av

Besides refraining from forbidden activities, how should one spend Tisha B'Av?
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Caffeine pills on fast days

On fast days other than Yom Kippur, is it permitted to swallow a caffeine pill
without water in order to prevent caffeine withdrawal headaches?
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Milk and poultry - why is it forbidden?

If the prohibition of eating meat with milk is based on the Biblical passage: “You
shall not cook a kid in its mother's milk,” why does it apply to chicken? After all,

chickens do not have milk.
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Kashering utensils from meat to dairy

When can one kasher utensils from fleishig to milchig or vice versa?
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Children checking food for insects

If a child under the age of bar/bat mitzva inspects grains or vegetables for insect
infestation, is that inspection halachically sufficient?
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Exchanging non-kosher wine

| received a bottle of non-kosher wine worth about $140 as a gift from a non-
Jewish coworker. Our liquor store will exchange it for kosher wine of similar
value if they can sell mine. May we make the exchange?
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E-6

Commerce with non-kosher food

May a Jew deal commercially with prohibited foods if he has no direct contact
with the food and he has a non-Jewish partner?
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Use of fleishig oven for pareve food

| use my oven for baking fleishig foods. If | haven't used the oven for
twenty-four hours and then bake a pareve cake, may | eat it with milk?
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Milk that fell on hot meat

| was making a roast, and a drop of milk spilled on it. Is the meat still kosher?
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Swallowing blood from a cracked lip

If one has a cracked lip, does he have to be concerned about

swallowing blood?
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What utensils require tevillat keilim?

Is tevillat keilim (immersion in a mikveh of utensils that were bought from non-
Jews) necessary for all utensils that come in direct contact with food?
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Bishul akum regarding pancakes

I was recently ata hotel in Israel, where | saw an Arab employee making pancakes
on the griddle. When | asked him who turned the griddle on, he replied that he
had. Why isn't that a problem of bishul akum?
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Pressuring a business to contribute

Many schools have charity functions for which the parents solicit gifts from
merchants for an auction. Is it wrong to “compel” merchants to contribute by
implying that refusal will hurt their business? Shouldn't the parents buy the items
for the school?
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Adoption - which child has precedence?

Does one who wants to adopt a child have to do so from the closest orphanage
or from a Jewish orphanage before a non-Jewish one, as these preferences exist
in regard to tzedaka? It seems to depend upon whether adoption is a mitzva to
help the child and, therefore, is governed by the laws of tzedaka or is something
that the adopting family does for its own benefit. Which is it?
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F-4

Spending tzedaka money to visit the sick

A hospitalized patient who does not get visitors has repeatedly asked me to visit
him. The hospital is so far away that travel costs are about $100 a visit. Can | use
my ma‘aser kesafim to defray the costs?
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Various ma'aser kesafim (tzedaka) issues

Some people from Israel came to our door collecting for important causes with
the blessings of a reputable rabbi. My compassionate wife wrote them checks
based on expected, future ma'aser kesafim money. Since our account was quite
depleted, she post-dated the checks. Unfortunately, the checks were cashed
before the date and accepted by our bank, putting our account in overdraft
and causing $120 in bank fees. Can these costs, which were incurred by giving
ma'aser kesafim, count toward future ma'aser or must they be considered a
personal loss? Right now, | am not even sure we are obligated to give ma'aser
due to our financial situation, but | have always preferred to extend myself to put
aside 10% in any case.
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Is buying Israel Bonds ribbit (usury)?

What is the rationale for buying Israel Bonds, when it seems to be in clear
violation of the prohibition to take interest (ribbit) from a fellow Jew (or, in this

case, the Jewish government)?
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Proper position of tefillin shel rosh

Where is the exact place to put the tefillin shel rosh? It appears that many men
position it too low in front, and no one says anything!
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Using holy scrolls as art

| want to give as a gift an authentic sacred scroll that is presented in an
artistic form. | think that it will add a spiritual touch to the home of the

recipient. Is it permitted?
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Mezuzot at an office complex
shared by Jews and non-Jews

Two Jewish doctors own a medical practice together with a non-Jewish doctor.
The premises, which include dozens of rooms and employees, are rented from
a hospital group. Do some or all of the doors require mezuzot?
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Mezuza in the workplace

Does a place of business require a mezuza, and, if so, does one make a

beracha when affixing it?
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Making a beracha when

returning a mezuza

| am going to remove my mezuza in order to paint the doorpost. When | put it
back, do | make the beracha for affixing a mezuza?
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Kissing sefer Torah with a siddur

Is one allowed to use a siddur to kiss a sefer Torah as it passes by, or is using it in
a manner other than for its intended purpose considered disrespectful?
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G-7 R R
Fasting if a sefer Torah falls
Does halacha require fasting if a sefer Torah falls? If so, who fasts and
for how long?
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A donor's name above HaShem's Name

An amud (the podium before which the chazan stands) was donated to our shul.
May the name of the donor be written above HaShem's Name (which appears in
the pasuk “Shiviti HaShem I'negdi tamid")?
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Treatment of abbreviations

of HaShem's Name

Are you allowed to throw out a letter that has on it the abbreviation n"a or 1'D2?
Is it better not to write them in the first place?
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Berachot for one who took
the wrong tallit and tefillin

| mixed up my tallit and tefillin in shul with those belonging to someone else.
After a few minutes, | realized my mistake and returned them. When | put on
my own tallit and tefillin, should | have recited the berachot again, or was it
sufficient that | already made the berachot once?
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Changing the name of a sick person

Is it a good idea to change the name of a person who is very sick? How does one go
about doing it? What are the long-term implications of this change?
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Crossing at a red light

Is a pedestrian halachically forbidden to cross at a red light when it is

safe to do so?
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Crossing at a red light
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Interests of the public
vs. those of the individual

| want a rabbinic teaching regarding how one deals with a clash between
an individual's needs and the majority's preferences. Let me illustrate with a
hypothetical situation. For a shul Kiddush, some people cannot eat milchig; some
cannot eat fleishig. Would the Torah say that the majority's preference overrides
the individual's need? | assume that a vegetarian Kiddush, which everyone can
eat, is preferable even if the majority prefers fleishig. | recall a teaching that
reminds me of this concept. We all give up the right to hear the shofar when
Rosh Hashana is on Shabbat lest a single Jew carry it improperly. Can you give
me a phrase that sums up this concept?
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Reacting to bad dreams

| heard that one is not supposed to share his bad dreams. Is that true?

1’VD ND7 7D 0PN NNK T INDIW .4 3 TMY N T MoOI3 ,KI0) .
DIPM 5Y KON NAW3 DO NIPN NEPNTY PRY 8 PRID PR NI 02T DN IV N2 ORIDL 137 NN
DOIPN NEPNTE PR T 87030 NN TR 1372 T KON OIND 1D

PO IO NNNDI DN 1IN PRY Do mon

DIHDI RYMIL DIMIN DAY P TIONY 0 IR

JTIONRT N DIPNN MM IS Sy NN 3 TIOY H T MII3 KD .2
DIMIP IR, IOV NP DM IR AR 7D IR FR19I5 DU TN - D19H
RO IDDR 7D ININT K 1001 PIW IN N2 g
IR OB BN MR 970 L Y1 Npwa

3w PIpnm ooy 03 ,ovyn o
J 7Y M T Mdo33 Xy .3

WHIT DT RN I 027 MWMN NI V27 N
27 MR AN IO 0352 1INDN TP Y
NOR - INTIPH 89T RNTIND won 89T 8O NTOn
AP KD KRNON NS IO 352 1M RPN
NI LRYT NID IO D ONIT KO0 Kpon
TP 105 Pt Paw . and MRS NI e

AN2D N ,NAN N0T R

)

www.eretzhemdah.org Living the Halachic Process



" Asking forgiveness when it hurts the victim

Someone sinned against his friend, but the victim is unaware of what the sinner
did to him and/or will be upset if the episode is raised. Should the sinner raise

the issue and ask for forgiveness?
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H-7.1

Standing for memorial siren

| am disturbed by the refusal of some religious Jews to stand for the siren on
Yom HaZikaron (Israel Memorial Day). Someone told me that it is forbidden to
do so. If true, why doesn't the rabbinate come out against it? If not, shouldn't all

religious Jews stand?
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Building a proper guardrail

How complete does a guardrail on a staircase have to be? How big may the gaps
be? Does it matter if, technically, a baby might be able to fall through?

LOWN WIN TV 1AW .3

n,n,3’yo1on”’p
FIPYRR MBD 7NN T 2P DINN 712 PRY N2 %

2D KOW 7D DMBH M NIMD PR IPYDT 12
WL YT TIPIT XTI DD XY 51T unn
B0 8 MOy 0N

PP NIXH OB NIOD 12 e Mweon 55
APKIY 77D 9272 WA unn anens 1ond
DT RS DR L(1,T DI2T) I NBEN 10 e
XN S0 730D OO DININT DINWONT MM

(BT D02T) 7ROBT DN 857D o ey

350 K P9 MOI3 5N 073N 4

T MTI STNRNS 2N DTIRY Y Mxn e
TTIONT 991N 2P 71D POEN A0 TN e
L9 001D 90 Oy 20 DTN 8% oW PNIPIn
TS 0,75 PINT NOK IO IR MXn e
YT M NMT A0 OO 201 DIN PRY TP
IR OIIRD P 50 NOwD XN DR KON M ey
PS5 M3 M3 2NN PN DY 2w eDa
XN P2 DIPN% DTN Paw Ty mxn 901, Ipyn
DTIP 0P TN TN NI TINN P2 TN N
Raialblvgspy

LOWY 1WIN LINDIWN TV .5

n’vo 1on "o

P TOW PAID KON N P2 TPYD 21NT ANAI
TA3 2R EIREN? 23T O M 9w 8
VTP PR T NS 8N PYDIN e 115
SR

23 KPS 0’737 25D .1

pPYn v "y

N20% PIn a1 NOR OO0 PR TR0 YD Dy
M9 TN WINPT DT MY DR M2
"7 AN RS 10 DR TNNa DT DR 8RO
ONKRS »vap 723 551 N1an% o2 wad% nae
D TIPPR 1D Y W NP MmN a0 ey
JTIRY DT N2 DTN WO 1DuYn WPYN KT

3 THYID 9T KYpP X33 ,K0) .2
N30 79ORT RO RN 9087 8290 N
S2M2R2 9 3 322 13aan NTY NI MW -
JPIN PPN KD DOM N .RIT TN Mmrd 5o8
- OROLT RPIND NDOINT NIDT D 13D NR N
T2 21T P21 1NN MR 8D R T 1YIp
SRUNT N3 20T NPT PODNRT TP - Y nnen
N2 Y7 250 DTN 97 8O I mIN NI a0
0°927) 270 N3 TN W0 02D T 981 100D

20022 DT DN N9”(27D

ow w9

DOWS DT TINN N 702 10T PNT - NI R
PrIsn

NOR MIDIP T P37 PNT - %222 1% gaan N
J1OMAD PR 9222 oD

250 U7 PRT DT DD DAINN - YsNeN2
1A M

JDIN PN 89 5323 PrI - BYON INY

DI - NPT PR T

N

)

www.eretzhemdah.org

Living the Halachic Process



H-9

Netilat yadayim - Must it be done near bed?

Some people do netilat yadayim in the morning immediately upon waking up,
using water and a basin they had placed near their bed. Is this necessary or
may one wash his hands at a sink outside of his bedroom? If this leniency is
acceptable, please cite sources and the rabbinic authorities who sanction it.
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Cutting down fruit trees

May one cut down a fruit tree that is more bother than it is of value?
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Marketing orla

We bought land in a tropical region to plant noni trees. Someone told us that
orla applies even outside Eretz Yisrael and that we cannot benefit from the fruit. If
this is true, we will have a tremendous loss. Can we work around the problem by
having a non-Jewish partner? We are putting a non-Jew in charge of growing and
harvesting the noni (for a 25% share of the sales); we plan to process and market it.
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Following a father's practices on halachic

Regarding a halachic issue about which there is a machloket (disagreement),
do older children, at least those living at home, have to follow the decision that

their father follows?
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Use of permanent cosmetics

There is an excellent cosmetic system whereby an injection in the eyebrow lasts
for at least three years. Is this included in the prohibition of tattooing (k'tovet

ka'aka)?
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Hatarat nedarim to suspend a good practice

| have always been careful not to eat or drink anything prior to davening, even
on Shabbat. Now that I'm serving as a rabbi on shelichut (an emissary from
Israel), giving a shiur before davening and often serving as chazan, it is quite
difficult for me to concentrate without having eaten. Do | need hatarat nedarim
(nullification of vows) before following the standard halacha? As | understand it,
| can drink water, tea or coffee. May | put sugar in the tea and coffee?
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-1 Public sanctions against one
who refuses to give a get

A man in our shul, who has been instrumental in the shul's operations and
finances for some time, divorced his wife a few years ago. For whatever reasons
(I never asked) he did not give his wife a get. This man is never given an aliya and
is shunned by our rabbi. Although | understand that it is proper to give a get, |
question whether our rabbi has the halachic right to treat him so harshly.
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“ Giving a wedding band before the wedding

Usually a man gives his fiancée a nice, expensive engagement ring well before
their wedding. | understand that it has no religious significance. The wedding
band, though, is traditionally standardized (no stones or engraving, etc.). May
| give the eventual wedding band, which will be used in the ceremony, as an
engagement ring? | would buy the nicer, more expensive ring with stones after

the wedding.
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A woman performing a brit mila

Does halacha permit a Jewish woman to perform a brit mila?

N Ty 12 97 NIt NTI3Y KD .2
MADD NI DAND TP MY I RN
N2 NN AN ANK 297 D 895 12 107
29Y NI RN 9 ST 33 0291 PN
MY ABRT IND TN KRR N man A
IRNDT.NDD - MHEN N2 NN T LRDN
I UK DD AN NN IO M naNT
YT SN MDNT ORI 9P MM - PP I
WD 89T NP DT 21 %Y a8 L RPOR Do)
DIOID IR NN SR AT NN KON DT
- PTINWN ONM2 AN TR TR Mo 89 N
MY TR RIS - I T IRT INND NN
DN - DMH I IR DD I NP P
NPOR ;00a0D Mo M A SR 912
AN NN NOR NTIDTNT INDD DT NOT YN
TWNT 8D - 7NBEN N2 DR TR TR0 TN
MERT NN - 291 TR N I N ING
RO TN IMRT INDD RN M .NIMMT ROTIT NGO
JIPDY 2 00P 9% TN P (T MBY) :2n0m
EOIRS TINKRT NN0NT T2 P Ao 2nom
JTOMNRT TN NN RN DIPRT T NN

SRR TP RONY

VT 1Y XD AW 1IN .1

NX’VD 709 ”D
ORILN S TP MR TP 1PN 7S D Son
DTV D173 ONTLN 0 ONY TP Dr 1NN NN
DI PR (Gin 89 TRt 87 . 0905 0T 81,0
202010 T PON (@8 WS T pam ) 00T
NP TN PR 51 0N .50 7 KD 51 KT 9 DN

T 1300 BN MAD DAYAT 87 AT AN OYD AN
N9 TN 9% A AP 1Y .(7hD Dwa ) a2
87T 275 D2 B7) D131 TAPI 1T, MMOYS A N

((PHNDMR IRIW DT T3 M0 AT QW2 7 MDY |

N

)

www.eretzhemdah.org

Living the Halachic Process



~

-4

Which relatives are invalid witnesses?

What are the general rules of distant relatives serving as witnesses on a ketuba?
In particular, | want to know about the bride's mother's sister's husband (uncle

through marriage).
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Pidyon haben for an adult -
still his father's mitzva?

| am my parents' firstborn son, and my father recently told me that my planned
pidyon haben was delayed because of my illness and was never done. (My
parents were not fully observant.) Is there something | should do now?
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A delayed pidyon haben at night

Our son's pidyon haben (redemption of the firstborn) falls on Shabbat, so it is
pushed off until after Shabbat. Must we do it on Motza'ei Shabbat, which is late
this time of year, or may we do it the next day (before nightfall), when it is easier

for our guests and us?
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J-1.1

When is compromise appropriate?

| am a student who has sold a product to friends on behalf of a businessman for
a percentage of the sales. | mentioned to the owner my concern about a safe
place to keep the sales money until | would find time to give him the money,
but we decided “it would be okay.” | thought that if something happened to the
money, it would be his loss. It turns out that a significant amount of the money
was stolen, and the owner expects me to pay. | told him that | didn't think |
had to pay, and that we could go to a din Torah (rabbinical court case). Then
the idea arose that instead of having a din Torah, we would make a p'shara
(compromise). Which way am | better off with?
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When is compromise appropriate?
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A matchmaker's demand for

a non-standard fee

| was, baruch HaShem, successful in making a shidduch. | don'twant shadchanus
gelt in the form of money or a present. Rather, | want the couple to agree to
(try their absolute hardest to) make a shidduch within two years. | know that
there are people who really need to be set up and are not getting the help they
need and that, often, married couples forget their friends after they are fortunate
enough to find each other. If this couple pays me, they may not work as hard as
| feel they should. On the other hand, do they need to give a monetary payment
in order to get the segula of sholom bayis and children? Also, if they don't
succeed in two years, can | get the money?

O P70 ) D VN 1K NN NND .3
ND W I PN POPY ANIOTY 03T 21T N2 Y
TIRD MR 1DTE NP NPT PRI T 2ow a
YO DM D7EYR DI N%E TR TP TN
DI IR TINON2 950 TP waw o PR oY
IO PR KON INNI 8D 27T Yypnws 105 b

5500w %

VD NBP D LOHYWH 1IN K"HVT .1
MO TIXIN 1T DT MDD WD N DTN S
T RS XY DN DOPAM  MIDTR 0w TR 1%
DT LITIN PRY QIPHIT IO TN 0N PRI
DR I3 TP 0 05WH X PR D1pnat.opan oy
19 05wOn D5y DD MIDTT Shann 112 1
TN INT DD N3N 9P NI 1IN 10 DR KON 10w
MRITS 22N DIPDD) (72 1T 12N T 1% oS

(2D

N’VD T PID ) 72 1wIin 'Nno .2
DOD MO 5502 (TIA T) MNDIDY NuDTY
DI A3 D7 MIT T ML BT

www.eretzhemdah.org

Living the Halachic Process




J-3

If and how to make children pay

for household damages

Two of my children (who are above bar mitzva) caused damages in the house,
entirely by their recklessness. | think they should cover the cost of the repairs,
which is significant. Each child works around the house and gets paid for it.
May | dock their pay and in that way receive payment for the damages?

YT N W N .3

n,7T’V0 NI

D10 ,7TDOMY B0 PN 198N [ T2D TN
120NN DBRY AIDY DD N2D2 17 1IN KOXIM
DO WIPI MDY 3D 15 NI e o 553
T2 AN PN PaN Ponn N ,TB’H? 121 a0
PR 29 5}] DYDY 2T AT AN WP 270 PAN X W
R=iiinini=] nrm% AR AN 7Y TS DO 19 A8
hRivdnlivall .(’?3‘)2)11’1 PENTPT PH I KAL) N0 D51;J oms
27 WD wRwnw 2027 N2

PR ONTIO B DR, DR IN W0 PEn 190N M
5100 AT T DD VAR NN o1 2% e aRD
NN DORT DMNDT 2P MY 29T IR 120 PN oMY
TIDTE 1S 21N 7N PP N0 2MINNT 8 AN
PYB AT 27071 ,WUNAM §7I977 092712 10 AIN3T 72T 200 1))
PR DINONY MO TIRD 820,030 1T DR B (PP
BP2T PP NN 2727 DTN NITAT) o pIs mynn
nn D% DAWnN D37 D32 1% ¥ ONY (TR YT
DYPPT DI2NMAD ,DNIY INXPDT DY 1NXPn ONY oo
DT AIRIOM DI DY DN M5 NN nawn) 2%
513 70 TINRY H7PN 191D 17209 20 PAN (v
DONT NPT 0TRSO MO TInxn ANOROHN
RS 9 OR SaR R0 NI IR M 1%

DOTINDT 5 M N8N P17 2N

VD TON "D LOWH 1IN T 1N .1
okt R inlnivdalni Al iolph i)l vaR vinlginln) intat
TN RN WANT MpENIR D7PN DMID
Yoy nywaw 05w DoaNT DN upT Tam

ST 320 NS ona

PVD D D YN AR T INDIW .2
TN RIONTR MARYY AU 2Y9D TR WNT
SIS 2

(Rrii-B-1-drirhint~-F alrrdn]

T2 ONY DXP PR - MRISNRGD TRwYY nys
W NS SR N2V TONDD nywa KOw
VI EON OO K7D PODD IR TN NI
TN N3 TN D90 AR TR ond
JIOROD NP KOW 1DDN puwn

DY N W

WD Y TOY - 2D MmN
TWHNT NP DR D3N ON 09D 1Nawy nRwna
TN D% N ROT RN DYY W D ANT
DY PRI 8P1T 8RSTIN ,DMYY NN

www.eretzhemdah.org Living the Halachic Process




~

Non-refundable enrollment fee

Our daughter was accepted by a seminary, and we paid $1,500 as a non-
refundable registration fee to hold a spot. She decided to attend a different
institution. When we informed the first seminary, they refused to return the
money. Given that another girl has already replaced our daughter, do they have

the right to retain the money?
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Charging a fixed rate which
may prove inaccurate

| do editing work for papers that are being presented for acceptance by scholarly
publications. | am trying to work out a system for charging that is fair both to my
clients and to me. The problem is that it is very difficult to anticipate how long a
given paper will take to edit. The most equitable system is to charge by the hour,
but most clients demand a fixed rate in advance. Therefore, | usually charge
according to a system | have developed for estimates. However, sometimes |
receive significantly less than | deserve because the work was more difficult
than anticipated, while, at other times, the opposite is true. | feel bad taking
more than | deserve, but if | return money when | came out ahead and don't ask
for more when | estimate to my detriment, I'll be losing out. What should | do?
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Damage payment on
an already damaged object

My car got a deep scratch in the door when it was parked. The offender drove
off without leaving a note. We decided to leave the door as is because it was
expensive to fix it. Some time later, a similar damage occurred, but this time
the person responsible left a note. He is willing to pay to have it fixed if he is
obligated. Once the door is removed, there is little difference in price between
fixing one scratch or two. Can | make the second person pay for the repair of the
door, including the first scratch, or do | figure out the further damage he caused

after the first accident?
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Receiving full pay for reduced work

| was hired by a school to work as a speech therapist. They promised that |
would be paid for a minimum of twelve hours weekly. During the course of the
year, some students left the school, and now there are a couple of hours a week
during which | have nothing to do. The school continues to pay me in full. Is it

right for me to take the full pay?
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Jewish education as a profession

The gemara in Berachot quotes a baraita in the name of Hillel that states the
following, as explained by Rashi. During an era of machnisim (Torah is not being
taught sufficiently by talmidei chachamim), one should take it upon himself to
teach Torah. In contrast, during a time of mefazrim (when many scholars are
teaching), it is best to refrain from public teaching. Rashi explains that this latter
course promotes k'vod HaShem since it displays avoiding assuming a position
of authority unnecessarily. Is today a time of machnisim or a time of mefazrim?
Is it appropriate, nowadays, to aspire to a career in teaching Torah?
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Jewish education as a profession

» PI5 HaIM NMY MOHN 07ana .3

2 155N

DY NP2 SR PN NOMIS NS or 8RS !
DO IS 7 AN Ay ST e NN
APRILY D00 DPTET PHEWH DWW PO
197297 79795, POR LN TN 2P0 e 1Y
RO ,ORLN AR TArON oMY K MY 0NTH
DT 9 O N5 D18 Mo xS o 8% oM
DA% oW RIWT TN NI MM M 27 anNIw
2IROM TPOM AR NI

» 195N

DO IND D00 BRI BN 50 KON 7292 NS naw 8
D% MNP ST TN WM MK I 1273 WS
TP 1D L TOM Y DR YT TS Inaws »
TN D30T DN NP RN P paDt DTN
WY QWP BIP BTPNI TN, DTN 32 W2
%219 1o oSy neHye 255 wnonm pon
T 97,2095 003770% 1ot 1015 PYBDnT D27 M
29703 PEIN TINR DI PO NI Y AR 1Y

)

www.eretzhemdah.org Living the Halachic Process



