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The Coronavirus Pandemic! Iynipn 0!
We didn’t give up — we kept what we had 1yDoINI D"'pN YY IDW 0NN
and even added more!

_ s 0 A "NTNN YIN" NN9WN Y1 535
To all members of the Eretz Hemdah family h ﬁ AN P
BIessmgs and Best wishes! V7 D'Wp O'N' JNNND JW1 1IN 1912 DOIVAI SNIW' DV ,OKW' TN
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have all had a difficult year. The pandemic rocked our lives, "R ) D'NWDN 15V 192) 079352 D'WpI NN'AT ,NpNIN  NITTA NI NU'NAN
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Isolation, distancing, caution, and economic difficulties were " - : 2NN N'DWIN ANONNN NNND | TV
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unbearable. Many of our dear ones lost their lives to COVID-19 and £ ’1? 12 TINYUD T2 AWORW AN 9 NWYJ UK 1NN Y03
others continue to suffer despite their official recovery. {

Nevertheless and despite everything, we decided that
we would not give up!!!! The Almighty presented us with a challenge,
and we would do what was possible to meet it.
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To our great disappointment, the beit midrash was closed for much of the past year, as we D'TIN'N NY2INL NINTPANL YNIND TIN'DY NS0 DI'N NIVW DX 95X
followed the Government’s instructions meticulously. Nevertheless, all of the young rabbis, n'np NXIPY NY2INL D'TNIDN DY2IN 1WA X2 2IpAND NODN AN NKIPD
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many sugiyot of Seder Nezikin along with the Rishonim and much of Shulchan Aruch Choshen D2 .DYNANN NINXINA DAl ,NJ2ANNT TIN'N NIR'R SW XW2 DA NAND
Mishpat with its commentators. We are confident that this effort makes a great “impression” ,PIWOTIO [NIT 230 NAnJN NN L' 2717 WD N92pD NY2INA DY INION
Above and will bring down Heavenly assistance both for the quality of the rabbis’ learning and .|0Y WTIN1 DYNANY 1wa
comprehension as well as for their examination results. Those who are learning in the program ,272J'0W pNY' 110 U112 SW AN ANN L,WATHA N'1 AN vl
for the semicha of City Rabbis, headed by Rav Doron Podlashuk, will also take the exams issued N21pN N'WXI 'S1Tan ,'095X pNY' '11) 1710 11T 1pN1 1p'vl D'pOIY
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In Ra’anana, the members at the beit midrash, led by our graduate Rabbi Yitzhak Steinberg, are
focusing on the study of the RIF (Rabbi Yitzhak Alfasi, one of the greatest of the early Rishonim,
who lived in Fez in Morocco) and also studying with members of the local community while
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Nevertheless and despite everything, four new books have either been published or are in e e N ) 11T DY)

the process.
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contemporary halachic solutions, as always, in keeping with “its ways are pleasant ways” — the
halachic path of the great rabbis of every generation.

As an example, consider a responsum that offers a fascinating discussion of the following
question: Is it possible/permitted/desirable to convert an infant conceived from the ovum of a
Jewish mother and sperm of her non-Jewish partner and a non-Jewish surrogate mother?
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Living the Halakhic Process, volume VI, responsa in English, has

been published. It serves as an enjoyable text for studying contemporary
halachic issues. Rabbis all over the Jewish world use it as the basis for
classes in halachah. Source sheets have been posted on the Eretz Hemdah
website for those who wish to consult the authorities on which the rulings
are based.

For example:

There are authorities who suggested/required one to check all the books
in one’s library for chametz crumbs, or even to sell them to a gentile. Is
this the correct halacha or practice? Is it a stringency, or perhaps even an
excessive one?
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Hemdat Moshe, by Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, a volume of lectures delivered in the Eretz Hemdah
beit midrash that probe halachic issues, is now in press and with G d’s help will be published
after Pesach.
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Tsofnat Shmuel — Malchut David, a series by Rav Yosef Carmel about King David, will soon be
available to enhance Tanach study. It delves into the plain meaning of the text and what the
talmudic sages said about it. While focusing on the verses that deal with the figure of David
from his youth until he rose to lead an empire, we will reach practical conclusions for our

own generation about the appropriate way to select a leader and the foundations a sovereign
Jewish state should rest on.
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Morenu - rabbinic ordination that does not include authority to issue halachic rulings B _ KN N 51 AU 23'RO0 T TN
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units are available on the Eretz Hemdah website. S
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principles. Fascinating material on this topic, too, awaits you on the website. oo
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Tzurba M’Rabanan in English

In cooperation with Tzurba M’Rabanan, Torah Leadership for the Diaspora, World Mizrachi, and
Eretz Hemdah, the Tzurba pamphlets are being translated into English, with a supplement of
responsa from the Responsa Bemareh Habazak. These pamphlets are in increasing use among
English-speaking communities abroad. This project, too, is directed by Rav Doron Podlashuk,
the head of the Manhigut Toranit program.

Living the Halachic Process Study Groups in the United States

There are regular study groups of this series all across the United States, directed by our
graduate, Hadayan Harav Daniel Mann (av beit din in Eretz Hemdah-Gazit). The participants
delve into its volumes and engage in halachic discussions, guided by its author. To join a group,

please contact us at info@eretzhemdah.org.
Semicha and Dayanut Programs Abroad

The semicha program in London, run in cooperation with the Montefiore
Endowment and under the direction of our graduate, Hadayan Harav Ofer
Livnat (who is also a dayan on the Sephardi Beth Din of London), is flourishing.
This partnership has also produced two dayanut groups, one based in London
and a second international group with rabbis participating from all over the
Jewish world: North America, Europe, Australia, Hong Kong, and Turkey.
Members of O.R.D., the association of Orthodox rabbis in Germany, are also
studying with Rav Livnat to prepare for receiving qualification as City Rabbis in
the Diaspora. The group is currently studying the laws of mezuzah.

The classes for the public at large, in Hebrew and English, have been continuing
on Zoom. For a list of the classes, please contact us at info@eretzhemdah.org.

¢ The Eretz Hemdah-Gazit
Network of Rabbinical Courts

The network continues to operate with great energy. Some court sessions are still conducted
over Zoom, and some with meticulous observance of the government directives. The beit

din continues to sanctify the name of Heaven for all sectors of Israeli society — the Religious
Zionists, the Ultraorthodox, and those who do not consider themselves to be Torah-observant.
The Israeli secular courts repeatedly express their confidence in the work of the Eretz
Hemdah—Gazit courts. The network continues to publish halachic policy papers on key topics.
The most recent conference, in cooperation with the Mishpetei Eretz Institute, dealt with the
halachic aspects of copyright. The network’s official position on this issue will be published
shortly.

We pray that we will soon be able to resume all of our programs face-to-face.
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Jerusalem|day

This year, as in the past, we will celebrate
the unification of Jerusalem, the eternal

capital of the Jewish Nation.
(Subject to the provisions of the
Ministry of Health)
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Maran Hagaon HaRav Shaul Israeli zt"

Details about our annual symposium on Rav Yisraeli's
teaching, will soon be advertised.

Mark Sunday Sivan 19t (May 30t)
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Shalom Wasserteil
Chairman of the Board

Rabbi Moshe Ehrenreich Rabbi Yosef Carmel
Heads of the Institute
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IN CANADA
Please, make check payable to:
Mizrachi Organization of Canada
With note: For Eretz Hemdah

IN USA
American Friends of Eretz Hemdah
c¢/o Olympian, 8 South Michigan Ave.
Suite 605 Chicago, IL 60603 USA

IN SWITZERLAND IN ISRAEL

Verein der Freunde von Eretz Hemdah  Donations to ‘Eretz Hemdah' are tax deductible
under Section 46 of Income Tax Ordinance.
Donations via credit card can be done

Mt D. Guggenheim
Hesligenstrasse 24, CH- 8700 Kusnacht,

And send it to: 4600 Bathurst St,, Ste. 316 Our Taxpayer ID#: 36-4265359 SWITZERLAND through our office or website
Toronto, ON, M2R 3V2 CANADA (Account # 20-403-418170)
IN AUSTRALIA
IN ENGLAND For tax deductible donations
UK Friends of Eretz Hemdah via JNF Environment Gift Fund: IN SOUTH AFRICA
Mr: M. Storfer; Japonica House https://wwwjnf.orgau/project-items/eretz-hemdah/ South African Friends of Eretz Hemdah
8 Spring Villa Park FlIr. 1, Edgware, or; please, make check payable to: M Clive Ginsberg
Middx. HA8 7XT ENGLAND Jewish National Fund of Australia Inc. 88 Peglyn Rd,, Glenhazel, Johannesburg 2192
Registered No. 1084816 With note: For Eretz Hemdah, and send it to: SOUTH AFRICA

PO Box 646 Bondi Junction NSW 1355, AUSTRALIA

2 Brurya St., P.O.B. 8178 Jerusalem 9108101 n'bwi' 8178 1°n ,2 NN 'M
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