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Saying Shemoneh Esrei Audibly

| daven near someone who says Shemoneh Esrei loudly enough that it
disturbs my davening significantly. Can/should | say anything to him?
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A-2.1
How Many People Must Begin Shemoneh Esrei Together?

| daven in a small minyan in which some people daven more slowly than
the chazan, and others come late. There are not always nine men who are
ready to start Shemoneh Esrei with the chazan. Should we wait for ten men,

including the chazan, or are six men enough?
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Practicing Saying “V’ten Tal U’Matar”

How many times is one required to repeatedly practice reciting “V’ten tal
u’matar” (not in the context of Shemoneh Esrei) until, when in doubt, one
can assume he did not leave out this winter insertion?
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A-4

An Israeli Serving as Chazan Abroad Before December 5

Is itacceptable foran Israeli “chiyuv” who is abroad between 7 Marcheshvan
and December 5 to serve as chazan? If yes, does he say “V’ten tal umatar”
during his silent Shemoneh Esrei and chazarat hashatz?
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A-5

Ma’ariv Around the Time of Chatzot

Q

| often work at night. When | have the chance to daven Ma’ariv only close
to chatzot (astronomical midnight), dilemmas arise. If | only have time to
recite before chatzot either Kri’at Shema or Shemoneh Esrei, but not both,

which takes precedence? Is it better for me to daven all of Ma’ariv before

chatzot at home or to go to our loca

I//

minyan factory,” where | will only

make it to a minyan that misses chatzot?

Mo5N - W PID 3 PHN WD MK MY .6
O MK P39 AnM»

TR KON N3P NYBND IR RIM IPRY M N
PADY W T2 99BN° ATY O8O AP0 nsn
95500 AYTY LSRN 2NN NS M2 oY 95ennd
ATNT MN2D 995N KD % nism 3% nvTa
J19%% NN

20D ) PID NINOHID N'on .7
oy 995N PR KPP ATY OR DT pon
129827, 0T RS W ATy 9% nisn %

KDY N a7 myvn ,XIn) .8

O8 NO8 NYHYs OT8 S N%5N PR NN 20 nR
13225 KWI7 (3 FION) MR D02 Wwe3 oW §o
WAT 0P KTIMN ORI QPN [N 239N /0D IR
N9 D291 17 1210 DNWSY OB YTINDN” (7Y D9N)
D2TN) — 199D 7P ANY /1IN0 BRI 8 mY 03
— N2 WP KD — M Y 8D O RV (7Y
12¥2 — 8D T2

www.eretzhemdah.org

) YD D7 7D 0PN NI T INDW .1
,AY20107T NRYD T P ARMP NP Py avnng®
719D RO TP ROPY R N2 DN 09T T TY 1IN

AN T NYY AT Ty

PID T NN NDoN MObN 07apI .2
150 K

Dnynwes oy S %8N PR ODIN B2 RIR NN
SRY 37T 9N }NDW‘?” PRI LNDIOT N0 KON
1980 R0 oY 139 opna - Uavlalatai

)’V Np »d o»n NIK vad .3
LOOTR T9BN T KPYT LT0BNY pEvwn T M
NOR TTNIR DOw RO e 9%enn N Ay o8 1o
N%eN T M%0 nR 19997 95 8% nany n%on jmia

A=)

T "D NP "D N37 PHX 4

...(TZM:I‘?) nnny nosen Y D190 AnR 9% 90 89y ...
LN NN ’pm&‘? RN 29T W HRT mnyI mup‘m
%3 1791 D WDP?'D DI OTP AT up” DMONT
DRMP MR Nowns 950 23 71’1‘?1 fdinlvg DNRMP
TAPPTI MW TIY YW N PIBRT? MR 0w
MY T3 T YD 1797 "D

3 Y 15 97 M3 ,n"y 5

NI 13 ONY, 2P NPBND 1D DY 13NN N I ...
Y oI 27 T AT 1AM D 10 NRMD Y 8T
TR PBY ARTPY 11,9007 A9NY DY N
77 W02 TRY NOMB L NNT T aennd? npt
1D LD WY RO MO oy TN LL20Y N9eN
NOW oW 07O DN BT TA3 NI NIy N%eNT
928 .10 NNy N%HN2 WY KO 70 LD O Wy
AP DIT (277 77D NPT TWPN] 7NN NPT
LT R 0D D PN LLDINT TY RN 000N
2D WY N9 705

Living the Halachic Process Vol. VII



\“f.

Jf

41

ND

A-6.1

Finishing Time for Mincha

Is there an absolute requirement to start Mincha early enough to finish it

before sunset?
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Musaf or Hallel First at Day’s End?

| (@ woman) did not have a chance to recite Hallel or Musaf on Rosh Chodesh
morning. After davening Mincha, | wanted to say them, but | realized that
| did not have enough time before sunset to say both. Which one should |

have said?
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Reciting Aleinu Along with the Tzibbur

If I am in the midst of davening and the tzibbur is up to Aleinu, should |
stop what | am doing and recite it along with them?
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A-9.1

A Kohen and Others Joining for a Minyan “in” a Cemetery

| was in a cemetery with several people (including nine men) at different
graves. A kohen standing on a path 50 meters away and beyond a 2 feet
wall asked that we join with him to make a minyan so he could recite
Kaddish (loudly). Were we right that this constituted Kaddish with a minyan,
considering the distance and the fact that he, as a kohen, was forbidden to

come to where we were?
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A-10

Waiting Between the Beracha and the Kri’at HaTorah

In my shul, it is often too noisy to start laining right after the beracha has been
recited. How long, if at all, may we delay the beginning of the aliya? (I am the
rabbi, so | determine shul policy in this regard.)
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A-11
Dilemmas of a Chazan for Kedusha on Shabbat

| am a frequent chazan. A friend pleasantly presented me with a lengthy list of his objections to
the way | (and others) recite Kedusha of Musaf. One of these objections assumes, as is logical, that
the line “K’vodo malei olam... baruch yomeiru,” which the tzibbur and then the chazan recite
after “Kadosh kadosh kadosh,” is an introduction to the next part of Kedusha, “Baruch k’vod...” He
argued that the chazan should not sing Kadosh in a way that encourages the tzibbur to sing along
and thereby repeat that line after they have already introduced the next section by quietly saying
“K’vodo malei olam...” Rather, the chazan should start his tune with K’'vodo, thereby demonstrating
that Kadosh and K’vodo are separate. He added that it would be even better if the chazan would say

Kadosh quietly. Is my friend right?
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A-12.1

Saying Kaddish when Lacking Full Participation

Can the final Kaddish D’Rabbanan at the end of tefilla be recited when
there is a minyan only if one counts people who are no longer involved in
davening (e.g., they are busy taking off their tefillin) and have not recited
Pitum HaKetoret? Also, is it proper for one who did not participate in the
learning session or the section of tefilla to which the Kaddish relates to recite
Kaddish D'Rabbanan or Kaddish Yatom, respectively, along with others in

shul?
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Chazan Starting with Chazarat HaShatz

Q As we were finishing our silent Shemoneh Esrei, an avel came into shul
and wanted to take over as chazan, without first davening his own silent
Shemoneh Esrei. He davened until Kedusha and planned to continue
silently, but people told him to continue chazarat hashatz out loud. What

was the proper course of action?
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Calling “Kohanim” to an Under-Age Kohen

In our minyan, we sometimes have only one adult kohen and his son, who
is under bar mitzva, performing Birkat Kohanim. In that case, should we

call out “Kohanim”?
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Answering Unsynchronized Birkat Kohanim

In my shul, one kohen regularly finishes each word of Birkat Kohanim after the others. When

should | answer amen?
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Stopping the Kohen Before the Second Aliya

The gabbai did not realize that a levi was present in shul, and he therefore
called on the kohen to get the second aliya in addition to the first one he had
just received. As the kohen was starting the second aliya, the levi made his
presence known. Was the levi supposed to replace the kohen?
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B-1.1

Responding to Devarim Shebekedusha during One’s
Beracha

What are the halachot regarding someone who is in the middle of saying a
beracha (e.g., Asher Yatzar) when she hears Kaddish or Kedusha? May she
answer in the middle of the beracha, or should she try to finish the beracha
quickly enough to answer “amen yehei shmeih rabba..."”?
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B-2.1

Doubt Whether One Recited Birkat HaTorah

| usually recite the morning berachot, including Birkat HaTorah, on the way
to shul. This morning, | was mentally preoccupied, and | have reason to
suspect that | omitted Birkat HaTorah. My doubt arose when | came home,
and | therefore asked my wife, who had not yet recited Birkat HaTorah, to do
so aloud so | could answer amen. Can | assume | have fulfilled my obligation

one way or another?
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Beracha Acharona on Fruit of Non-Jews in Israel
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If | eat fruit grown in a field in Israel that is owned by a non-Jew, should |
conclude the beracha of Al HaEtz with “al hapeirot” (on the fruits) or “al
peiroteha” (on [the Land’s] fruit)?
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Al HaMichya on a Fruit

| ate a fruit that requires the beracha acharona of Al HaEtz but, due to
lack of concentration, | mistakenly recited Al HaMichya. Should | have

subsequently recited Al HaEtz?
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Joining an Imperfect Tefillat HaDerech

When | go on bus tours, the tour guide often has someone recite Tefillat
HaDerech, to which everyone answers amen, before we leave the city
limits of Yerushalayim. | thought Tefillat HaDerech is supposed to be

recited after you have left the city. Should | answer amen when the tefilla
is recited ostensibly at the wrong time? Should | say it myself at the right
time? Also, on a one-day trip, if the person who says Tefillat HaDerech
leaves out the phrase “v’tachzireinu I’shalom,” should | repeat the tefilla

on my own with that phrase?
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A Beracha on Building a Rooftop Fence?

The investment team | am part of is renovating a building that we own. This
includes making the building's roof usable for tenants. The roof already
has a fence (ma’akeh), but we have contracted a non-Jewish company
to replace the existing fence with a new one. Can | make a beracha on
the new fence even though non-Jews are installing it? Does one make a
beracha on a fence that replaces a previous one?
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C-1.1

LED Shoes for Children on Shabbat

On Shabbat, may a child wear shoes that have lights (LED) in the soles that

light up when he walks?
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Garbage Disposal on Shabbat

The garbage collection in my neighborhood takes place on Shabbat.
Is moving the garbage can from near the house to the street so that
the crew will take it a problem of amira I’nochri (asking a non-Jew do
melacha for me on Shabbat), or is there a basis for leniency?
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A Child Riding a Bicycle on Shabbat

May a child ride a bicycle on Shabbat in an area that has an eiruv?
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Use of a Fat Separator on Shabbat

Is it permitted to use a fat separator on Shabbat?
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Separating Challa on Shabbat

My sons were guests of a family in Bnei Brak. The hosts forgot to perform
hafrashat challa before Shabbat. On Shabbat, the hosts separated some
challa to be burnt after Shabbat. Was it permissible for my sons to have

eaten from the bread?
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Sending Packages on Shabbat or Yom Tov

| often send packages with UPS. May | have UPS do a pickup on Shabbat or
Yom Tov, if all of the arrangements are completed before Shabbat and they
take the package without my involvement?
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Use of a Salad Slicer on Shabbat

May | use a salad slicer on Shabbat?
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Using an Hourglass on Shabbat

This past Yom Kippur, | was a few days after birth, and our rabbi told me

that | could eat and drink small amounts of food

“in intervals.” He lent me

an hourglass filled so that it shows the amount of time to wait before the
next eating. Is it generally permitted to use an hourglass on Shabbat and
Yom Tov, or was this a special leniency due to my medical status
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When and How to Cut the Challa

Does one fulfill the requirement of having lechem mishneh if the bread is
cut or the matza is broken prior to the completion of the beracha?
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Automatic Payment on Shabbat or Yom Tov

When | get a credit card bill (in the US), one payment option is for it to be
withdrawn from my bank account on the bill’s due date. May | allow this to
be the default system even though that day will sometimes fall on Saturday

or Yom Tov!?
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A Husband Accepting Shabbat with his Wife

My wife generally lights candles eighteen minutes before sunset, in keeping
with our community’s practice. | generally cease doing melacha then, as do
she and our two little children. Sometimes, due to work, | can make it home
only close to sunset, not candle-lighting time. May my wife light at the usual
time, or should she wait for me? | am afraid that my small children, who are
used to my stopping doing melacha when my wife lights, will be confused.
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Kabbalat Shabbat of Part of the Community

Q

My community has one shul with a small minyan for Kabbalat Shabbat that
accepts Shabbat early in the summer; there is no second minyan at night.
(The daytime minyan is much larger; many daven at home on Friday night

during the summer.) Must | accept Shabbat at the time the early minyan
does, which is sometimes difficult for me?
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Lighting Candles When One Needs to Leave the House

Q

My husband and | were going away for Shabbat, walking to a different side
of the neighborhood to eat with relatives and then sleep in a neighbor’s
empty house. We left late, so we knew we would not make it in time to

light candles at our destination. What should we have done about candle

lighting?
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Eating before Kiddush

| am a nursing mother, and | sometimes get very hungry or thirsty between
when | light Shabbat candles and when my husband comes home from
shul. When this happens, may | eat or drink?
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To What Does Havdala Relate?

This is more of a philosophical than halachic question: Is Havdala a mitzva

of Shabbat or a mitzva of chol?
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C-16

Missing the First Beracha of Havdala

This week, | did not hear the beracha of Borei Pri HaGafen during Havdala.
Was | required to hear Havdala again
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D-1.1

Simanim on Rosh Hashana

Are the simanim eaten on both nights of Rosh Hashana? Should they be
eaten before or after the challa, and how does when we eat them impact

on the berachot made on them?
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Shehecheyanu on Shofar
on the Second Day of Rosh Hashana

Why is it that at Kiddush on the second night of Rosh Hashana, we require
the presence of a new fruit in order to recite Shehecheyanu, but we say
Shehecheyanu before shofar-blowing of the second day without any such

I/helpll?
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Non-Leather Footwear on Yom Kippur

Is it permitted and proper to wear comfortable non-leather footwear on

Yom Kippur?
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Washing Hands with Soap on Yom Kippur

Is it permissible to wash one’s hands with soap after using the toilet on Yom
Kippur, or may one only wash with water?
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Moving Fallen Decorations on Sukkot

| know that the halacha is that sukka decorations are muktzeh throughout
Sukkot because they are set aside for a mitzva. Does this mean that if
they fall down, | must leave them where they fell? If so, do the halachot
apply to both Shabbat/Yom Tov and Chol HaMo’ed?
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Nichum Aveilim on Yom Tov and Chol HaMo’ed

Q May nichum aveilim be done on Yom Tov and Chol HaMo’ed?

X VD 197 "D O»N NIK TV INDIW .6
JI2WTT AR Tpa% 010 101, Nawa ov%aR onIt o
DI % AIN KON 2T 17 IR 072 12 R R
INIWY DD PO NS 12D SINIDT PRIt K1

o%wa

10D NPTPN OY B3N 1ID

D2 P2 22K DM 1N WP NI 1IN
TNIND NOT PIPTY N2 NP Wwwnw s nawd
DAY P70 PN PIWT N 90w

)P0 Ow NN MHwH
STRAMIY DI MD IRWIT DD BN L. — 7197 10 N

) VD 197 7D 0N NIK INDIWN T .7
. DYAR DI D nwd PR DR O 8N,
N2 D9AN DI A NY 130N

»D 3 PHN NYT NI WD MK MY .8

avp

RO 2307 MR POWIN 2P KNI0W T PT oI AN
TRD 70 PDD NP IR LRI KON DpDIDI 1NN
MW 109 2372 o3P 133 KRS 1331w Nnm 2R, opn
NYSINT NYWa 8N 21hh

A MK D720 D PID KX TIO OPNN WA L9

N? 2287 N2% NO%% DMIDWRT DU PN DYDY ..
901 MDY TYIT A2 DN Lo o2 RO Nowa
oo DTIDWNT DI PO — IO WTIT RN 0w

- 19 "D MHYaxy ohn P13 qoy VIPY? .10

2 YO PPN AN

NIPON D72 D3 PN D 9P AN 2 oM Nawa .2
AY9IRT OXN TIPS 8120 P RD N R0
82 928 ,7MAM3 M2T2 DYINTYY D2 DR vPwD 1D
M2 DI 1103 79NN ST IR S oo anke
OMI% N127 INWHRD PRY N N, Nawa KM
M7 DY MR THIND DAY onsd 2o 5w
TN M MY

3PV K» 97 90 ,KIN) .1

W AT TN Y0 N PITY N2 WPON 29 NN
D925 9907 072 12991 2N KREY DTN, D0U W
122091 S%5NMmY PR NRMIP NP T2 12999 NDIon
172 12575 — D928 OrI? D2 pa% AN ... T2

KDY 5 97 1vp TVID ,KIN) .2

D30T TN YW M — 2377 A102 DMWY IO 113p
TWOW D PPOYNND D20 — DMWY DM YN
POPNI N2 12 PPOYNN D27 PN — DN DM
22 9 237,900

3 VD LYY "D YT NI T IO .3
SMINN 23T MRS . TP 22 2302 N 2PN
D %Y A8 N ANMS paw Wowsn apaw nund
DYDY 027 PPN ... MIPINT MY NP 190 RS Py

2372 YTIMAMIW DMWY P3N O30T N WY 12

3’0V - XY 2 97 naw ,XKI) .4

PRMIN PRI L. IR CWYON 12 PYBY 2 R
D21 NI N2 M2T,N2WR PO PPN PR, DYaN
OM39 TN WP NI 30 N LN 99
2w D9 P9 0Y9aN

a’pY 2 97 Navw ,KIn) S
P27 D9AN OIS YNNAM WIS R3320 RN
Jowa oo

ow Y3
APRIDY DD — NN WP

www.eretzhemdah.org Living the Halachic Process Vol. VII



\“f.

Jf

41

ND

D-7

Chanuka Lighting on Motzaei Shabbat by Hosts or at Home?

My family and | will be at my parents’ house for Shabbat Chanuka, and
we will be leaving there for our own home (an hour-long trip) relatively
soon after Shabbat. Where should | light Chanuka candles?
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Lighting Chanuka Candles at a Party

It is popular to light Chanuka candles in public gatherings. My extended
family (about 40 people) will be getting together on a night of Chanuka
in a small hall. Should/may we light with a beracha? (We expect that all
participants will already have lit at home.)
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Where to Light Chanuka Candles at a Guesthouse

My extended family will be at a guesthouse for the Shabbat of Chanuka,
sleeping in separate rooms and eating together in a separate dining room.
The guesthouse staff has told us that we may not light Chanuka candles in
the individual rooms or in our personal family dining room, but only in
the main lobby with the rest of the guests. Can we fulfill the mitzva in the
lobby, or must we find an alternative?
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Dividing Megillat Esther Among Readers

s it proper to divide the reading of Megillat Esther among multiple ba’alei

kri’ah?
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Early Reading of Megillat Esther

| am the rabbi of a small shul with a strong kiruv element. | am working
on a Megilla reading program for Purim evening, to attract non shul-going
families with children who attend public school to join us in shul. This year,
tzeit hakochavim of Purim will be around 8 PM, a time late enough that
it would discourage families from coming. May we read the Megilla for

everyone after plag hamincha
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Joining a Friday Shushan Purim Seuda

Shabbat?
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| live in Yerushalayim, and Shushan Purim is on Friday this year. For the
Purim seuda, | will be hosting my children, who live outside the city.
Are there any limitations on their participation considering that it is Erev
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Language in Which to Recite the Haggada

At our Seder, the participants will have a wide range of Hebrew proficiency
and understanding of the Haggada's texts. What language should we use

to read the Haggada?
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Keeping Foods Cooked in Chametzdik Pots

| have some food that does not contain any chametz ingredients, but |
cooked it in a chametzdik pot. If | fail to finish consuming the food before
Pesach, may | keep it in the corner of the freezer and mark it as chametzdik?

(I try to not sell cooked chametz.)
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Working in a Bakery on Chol HaMo’ed Pesach

| am the only religious Jewish worker in a bakery that is owned by non-
Jews and which has a hashgacha during the year but not for Pesach (as
they sell chametz on Pesach). | believe that if | take off on Chol HaMo’ed,

they will fire me. May | work then?
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The Effect of the Wrong Bitul Chametz

What are the consequences if, after bedikat chametz at night, one recited

the daytime bitul chametz?
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“Ba’omer” or “La’omer”?

Which is the correct version of counting the omer — “... yamim la’omer” or
“...yamim ba’omer”? Is there a content difference between the two options
or only a difference of grammatical nuances?
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Davening Early on Shavuot Night

In a shul with many elderly members who have trouble staying up late, may
we have a minyan for Ma’ariv of Shavuot before tzeit hakochavim?
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Timtum Halev

Is there timtum halev when one ingests non-kosher food in a halachically

valid manner (e.g., based on bitul)?
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Reliability Regarding Kashrut

Does the rule that “one witness is believed in matters of issurin (that which
is religiously forbidden/permitted, including, kashrut)” apply even if the
witness has a personal interest in the matter, such as if he owns a store or
restaurant? Does the rule apply to a woman? Must the person be a yarei
shamayim? How is a mashgiach better than the owner, if the business

pays the mashgiach for his work?
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Double Wrapping Food in a Treif Oven

| heard that when warming kosher food in a non-kosher oven, or a milchig
food in a fleishig oven, we are supposed to double wrap the food. When

is this necessary and why?

) VD DY 2D NYT NI KD T IO .4
TAY PO NN TN WY w2 S Ny
T QW AN R N1 O 9K 1T DT
M2 NN KV LNTNTT OPB TN 2 OB 1N T
DIAT AW TN ORY LT PIDT W Dw T RO 00
D SPW I MW T DWW DM N TIX 102
TN 7D DN NOR LI PIT W PR IDBN DNDW W 1T TP

TPRT Y90 NPY0am v 32 1N 000 M

N P70 DY 70 NN VT NN .5
oYK A3 N2 OYB NS T RST % AR T ..
PoOwAnY TITRT %Y 251 953 ON 30 5w npwa
AW DY DOITT R 0 TR 2! T30 03T N2
251 T3 W22 DWW T ND DR DN a2 190N
2y 9B3W 11D 13MNR N LTI 9P AnwNnD Sosw
TO3 02 DYB TN NI DITAY DI NI T TN
NYWD 9537 10T ,DTIY TNTRAMY YTPY 13T oy
PV LRIN? %o 902 paysn Swsar ,wenan
Swan% 553 VNI (IOWM SWANT 0P NI WpH

JIPRN DY M

www.eretzhemdah.org

X YD NP D NYT N K0 T InHw .1
AT O W 1923 w2 Oy WD wa PO PN
ST T DN PR B 9P AN IIN MIN2 IRDD
TIMY DRI NN I9BINT LAN ML INSY oM
DY PRI 21T TINT DR LTI DD 7290
NO® 7292712 DAIDRY N ,MND 1EY DNy Wy
DX2D N TP 0L DT TR DN LTI T D
.. DIND POY TP NIN2 19BN DAY N 10 KRYPN
NNon 8 AT 2T AN DN oW o)l AT 02T MDNT DN
TIDIOMN DI TN 0N 228 .01 DTS ORI TaP1T 19K N

pinlialiepibmlisi i b pil R

°VD 3y »D NYT 7w Trw Inhw .2

OR P20 WRT SXRY TR O n%naw 290 now
TIEMAIT TAID DWW KON TIX PR OWIANT T30 11983
953 ONY .MaND 1953 19ND MM 00385 NYoysnY
D TP VIR 1ETY NYOYHN KT LIPMIT Opna
NN DRI T LIEMT TAID DWW PN 7D 90 2D
TR PN T WANT Y ORY TR Dph
SMPaNT DN T ,DNIY

1 °YD 2y "D YT NI KON W I .3
S SW TR AND 102 NI 2% S onanmn
251 T BN AT JTRNDINY TR P0A Y MY
7T 991 .N2MaY 25T T3 TTPAY MWand oW 11, Namma
ATOPW TP MXY SONMIT I AP TN A2 NI
PNIY QPRI PN NTND T O 95 2P My v on
A2 POW 199 M SO PN DT TN PN DN SaN LTl
DA DR 1O SN TP 13w 891,351 S v Oy wand
WD PRT W NPNI MOTP NWR T TN S 907 ,01N

JTPND W 90 P00 W NN

Living the Halachic Process Vol. VII



Kashrut of a Tea Bag Holder

| have a porcelain tea bag holder (a small saucer on which one puts a tea
bag after removing it from the tea). May | use it for tea bags used in pareve
tea served alternately in both milchig cups (e.g., used for coffee with milk)
and fleishig cups (e.g., used for chicken soup)?

T PO N "D 2 MYAWN NYT 07 0TI 1D 4
NOPTP 2% 902 SWa% AN OR LNIT PR, ..
72 PRT TWTIT AN, DONT SR, Y952 0 N
DR "0 1957 13N 8P pRDY T NINNSNI NN
NOR ST F0TN0Y 5P N Dpn P01 ... 8D NI02
AMOK 25T DY NN TOT 2ND T /YD 700 NI
191 ,779m09% w201 905 1S 10 SaN Lonna
ADRP 27TT PP TR (N7AT) 27T N DN PoD
938,297 9905 TNYY I9MINDY v TaphT Swan
T3 02 OB TN DN 0 R NP 0N Swad

PP 89 29 935 A8 ,oyn

» 7D 3 PHN NYT DI DWHN MK MW .5
190IND YD NPYTT 7PD TR 1D D pnwm
pav = lin'nt I o\ vidia vk R livint Sy bini aler 2l Unin) S M piahimiel
MBT 9aN 10 WO 17221 L,01mN0% N 291 90
"552 525 03 MMDNT N2 DY 2T NINAWnDI DTN
Y12 2917 9902 MY ,Awa Y902 WYY Y10 29n
ON PENDI? WM 3102 RN N2 w1 902 MYn°
PITIDD NN 7Y D RITO 1 ONY LIDW T 03
XY DITIND MBI DN T AT DPHYD 03 8T 10
"S31 15w TN NINNBRI NINNT SPan NI
PIWI TINTI D3 KW A2 905 iy 1o 25n
SINRY R0 W NS 0N L1 0D WMTT oo
19) P21 ,5pT0 @Y IOMNOON PN 13297 8N%H PO RIM
DN A8 PED RDWW w3 953 NPPn% 7D 291 902

RTTY PR ORT DN DTN B

379D NP *D NYT NI T DD .6

AP0 TDWNY Swan 12 NTMD TR PN 90 S o
7D DA DMWY .Swan 13 s 90 S o %aN
NUT DIPD OMT DN BN 00m 13 !oan 1IN
IO WIS MR IR T NDINY 0amy »idan
T Y0P NP2 AN TP 22K LT0nN0% 1272
REiall apiilal

www.eretzhemdah.org

3 'PY K 97 PHIN KD .1

SN0 20K DN DN 27 ,7TPP2 WP DT NN
T3 — TN MR 27 ;TN 190K N K ORI
I3 N2 OPB I3 - NI NN SR NI oYn
VYW DT NNOT MR DD TPIT IDN .. N DYD
FN02 1201R% AN — Typa

3 ,X TPYD ¥ 7D NYT Y N TV w2
TN WD W TR NI N Yowsnm o7 [N
JIO0D DPOKRD AN T2 PIT W oW PRY e
N? DRY RONNTT DY NI N2 DY NS NTT Dwn
AN TR D SPWw wna W ORI X N
JIN102 D9ORS DN DTS DWW TIRG

NN% AN L NA%T NP DD PwANIY N¥a (B
72wANs ON 928 .51N0% 19N NINNT TN NN
JIND2 FIP0KR? DN LTD%p2 19BRY WD oY T2
OPB TN N2 OYPB TN MDND WY N0ND prnmmn W
oY 21DN? KPIT .Y 922 2N TP L0NN0% MORD ATInm
A3 1Y ,9mN0% AN om0 w902 13D 52N XY awam 200
12989 N D S %902 9P PPN 1933 N VwaNI KO ON 1
IDYI0 11 .amxY 251 oY

K P70 ¥ 70 YT N wIN 1D .3

TP VWANI T30 DX RPIT PRI SN Yewasnmw
oowa% N 13N 928 ,9MN0% mn1oa 05oK8% N
D37 2N 197 ,70102 D2ORS NPT 9Y awa 9w nTpa
aov

Living the Halachic Process Vol. VII



E-5.1

How Many Eggs Should be Boiled Together?
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When preparing hardboiled eggs, may one cook one or two eggs by
themselves, or must there be at least three? Also, does it make a difference
if there is an even or odd number of eggs?
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Kashering Frozen Liver

If a piece of not-kashered liver was frozen for a few weeks, may it now be

cooked and roasted?
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Products Containing Minute Quantities
of Non-Kosher Food

| want to use a homeopathic allergy medicine that contains some apis
mellifica, which is trace quantities of crushed honeybee. Is this permitted?
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Tevillat Keilim Before Giving a Present

| often give glass salad bowls as presents. Is there any problem with doing
tevillat keilim on them before giving them, to save the recipients’ time or
out of concern that the recipients might not do tevilla themselves?
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Maintaining a Possibly Grafted Tree

| bought property that has a nectarine tree on it, and | do not know if it

was grafted. What do | do with it?
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Color of the Inside of the Retzuot

Until recently, | had only seen tefillin retzuot (straps) blackened on one side,
but when | went to buy tefillin for my son, the sofer suggested retzuot that
are black on both sides. He says these are now common and preferable, and
the price difference is modest. Which type is better to buy?
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Tefillin in Pre-Dawn Hours

| work at a hospital, and depending on my shift, | am sometimes unable to
wear tefillin during the day. May | put on tefillin before its regular time if |

will not be able to do so later?
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Tefillin on a Semi-Permanent Toupee

| am balding at a young age, and this is having a major effect both on
my dating and on my self-image. | am considering getting a toupee that
is glued down to the scalp, which lasts for three to six months. Would
this pose a problem of chatzitza (separation from the body) regarding my

tefillin?
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F-4.1

Mezuzot on Both Doorposts?

| am unsure to which doorpost to affix a mezuza. May | affix one on both
sides, or is that prohibited as bal tosif (adding on to a mitzva)?
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Respect for the Elderly

Is one required to show special respect to an individual between 60 and 70
years old? | remember learning that one should stand up for those over 70.
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Delayed Chanukat HaBayit

We moved into a new house four months ago. Are we still obligated to
make a chanukat habayit, or have we missed the opportunity? Also, what
does the obligation of making a chanukat habayit generally entail?
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Tricking a Cheater

If someone asks me for an answer during a test, may | tell him the wrong
answer? (I prefer not to refuse others’ requests. | do not want to suffer socially,
and | am happy for the cheater to get what he deserves.)
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Paying Earlier than the Payment Plan Prescribed

My company pays suppliers (including Jewish ones, to whom the laws of
ribbit apply) with payment plans that we establish with each supplier in
advance. Occasionally, after the transaction is complete, a supplier makes
a request that we pay earlier than already agreed in exchange for a cash-
purchase discount we work out. (“Cash” in this context does not mean it
is paid with physical currency as opposed to checks, credit cards, etc. The
point is that the payment is immediate. By credit, we likewise do not mean
using a credit card, but rather arranging a delay in payment and/or with
installments). Is this like a regular cash discount, which is permitted, or is
this discount for earlier-than-agreed payment a case of ribbit?
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G-5

Returning a Loan Affected by Currency Fluctuation

Q

Two years ago, Reuven, an American, sent $4,500 to Shimon, who lives
in Israel, to convert the money into shekels (15,400 NIS at that time) and
then to lend it to Levi, a needy Israeli. Levi returned a quarter of the shekel

sum every six months and believes he has finished repayment. Shimon
now wants to return the money to Reuven, but the amount he has received
is now worth only $3,990 (as the value of the dollar in comparison to the
shekel has gone up in the interim). Should Shimon give Reuven $4,500
or the present-day dollar equivalent of the 15,400 NIS that Levi received?
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Taking Ribbit from a Non-Jew in Israel

| understand that the reason it is permitted to take ribbit from a non-Jew is
that we live among non-Jews and cannot avoid conducting business with
them. May one who lives in Israel rely on such logic, which seemingly does

not apply there?
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Receiving Credit Card Benefits on a Purchase
for Someone Else

Q

Reuven paid for Shimon’s plane ticket by using Reuven’s credit card; the
arrangement was that Shimon would later reimburse him. Reuven received
benefit from the payment in the form of credit card points that he earned

from the transaction. Is this situation considered as if Reuven lent money to
Shimon, such that Reuven’s benefit is considered ribbit? Also, who deserves
to get the value of the points? Should Reuven somehow share with Shimon
some of the benefit from his credit card gain?
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Inheritance Without Ma’aser Kesafim

My parents are planning their will and want to divide their estate evenly
between my brother and me. They believe | give ma’aser kesafim too
broadly, and when | told them that | indeed think that it should be taken
from an inheritance as well, they objected and insisted it is enough that they
will leave some money to charity. They told me that if | cannot figure out a
way to avoid giving ma’aser from their estate, they will give the entire estate
to my brother. Is there a permitted way for me to obviate the obligation of
ma’aser, or should | stand on principle in the face of losing a lot of money?
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Ma’aser Kesafim from Proceeds of a
Damage Suit Settlement
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| was injured in a car accident a few years ago. The accident has brought
on, and will continue to bring on, high medical expenses. | just received a
large damages payment. Should | give ma‘aser kesafim from it?
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Approach to Kidney Donation

Is it a requirement, an appropriate practice, or an improperly exaggerated act
of chesed to donate a kidney to someone with whom the only connection

is that you both are Jews?

7 D VN MYON Y .3

fntabuin) s Lrjn BN o 22 n DWROIMT YO TMNY B
TN L8 RYT 9D 0P AR ,OTRD DMNNIDT DMARTD
NDNDI 0 9P 2TINAY PN 10 93 130D pHDa NND2
S aM 93D 10 ON NOR LNRT P3SN RN
N 2T PTITD PNY OMIR WOmY DT DN
YN IRIT A1, 2730 WHI NI PHDI PO

9 20 07270 MNYHH N PHN AT MY 4
TN TOBIT 2P TP KOW 7Y RS 9502w YTy M
2922 130D poDY MXY DYDY M IINRY KON 1IN
STIOPT O 82 RO IR 1T whs X2 22N mn
NNR M ,298719 297 130D pHD ROWNT Dpna 19N
IR ONTHT 9N TN pHDT O Dph 2omy e
LY PHDI 1IBRT 12T NN DINTP MY MonS 20
SDN PID TTT RDTT DT ORDT WD DON? 297 1N
PIOM 1IN POOT DR SN 1OV PIND TIITT KT KT
2) N2y 2% K1 1oNDY 8D NI 0N ON TN NON

SIYN 0T 9 Tnyn KRS

O "o L3 NN L5

1D DINS 2V PR YD RN O 2T 0 OO
T AR STID KXV 0D NRNT FIPTN 2R 8T
SMBRD GNNT PO 9 9P ARY ,DTINT A2 wInnnd
NT? YT ST D3 WY URITDN NTR7 D ON .20 NP
JETED TIPS S100 1 WRY NN 1A

179D LOY PO OYN NIK TIW INOW .6
I8 MDY 9P N2 ON ORI Dy 5p s omoy
LB PDY OP IR NAWT AR ooy pOS PN
DR OTOY PO 11 9902 OOy DINXY ,DND 19BN
9 NON N2 RO WBR DS oW 1YY N
89 19881 N 2V NN OMYY POOhn LW 1an poYy

N2 DN RON YTY IND

www.eretzhemdah.org

(3) fDN) 1990 D X PHN AT MY L]

Qa8 PEPD 0 M ORI PRSI TR DN ... NONR
VLTI SR DN IR LUNR DD RN TN
o DI IR DWYT N2NT PRSI0 2w DN
MNT DIN 1O NawT Na8 NIoD% .. meswn
N 928 N2 TIMT D28 NIoD PR 10 N
2 RMOYT AN AP K89 T30 135D 1YOY DINT NI
RIY 2 70N TOWIT PRY 9D 9P AN Q28 Nonn T
PIAID M OTT DT ORMY NN 71207 0T 10N 8Y
N3O0 KP 228 A3MN2 1DRT0 21T 23 5P AN .. BN
955 MNT RTT LN NAR NIoDT PIN .. M
12BN DITM2TH DY DKM 922 nawn NN ooy
TREY OIS ONT ONT” 2T A SN o Sy
TR LR 9T OR DO 1T 13NN oYY
DN TINMS W I DR NP0 DTN I uNYT 9 Ao
TN AN TO0IT AT AN I MO 10 00 N T
Som M WO MWK L NITDN NTY KON LT 0 oy
TOMT T O L NI N3O0 PED W ONY LTI Ty
JTNAMT ONTIN QTP T NPODT M

X VD 190 "D LOWN WIN TV NI .2

W 0D PR D% N LD P AN NN TR
QDY N 1AXYI RTINS 9100 10 AR Y N
B A2 198 D272 NIV .. DT NP, 900 o
M 2T By mapn 8

3 P’0 Ovw Y"PD

N0 NPIMNHD NI D Tmpn NP Sy asy
130D pBD2 mx;: D’JDH“} 129D TIIXT PR MO
AIMWPS 2NN L2 YD ADY NI NI T Y
Ty LpED NI vx‘n SO 0IDH RYT DPBIY SRR
WY FTDY 57T DT AN WMWY T 03 a0 18D
NS NN YR Q7R AT QP0IBT 119D D
7D 03 YT 17T DWW LD WA

Living the Halachic Process Vol. VII



G-11

Reflecting on a Socio-Religious Trend

| ask myself — What religious trends have | been noticing, both through
questions received, and by personal observation, and what should our

reaction be toward them?
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Unintentional and Innocuous Deceit

| ordered something and had it delivered to my parents-in-laws’ house. |
forgot to mention it to them, so when it arrived, they assumed it was a gift
for them and thanked me for it. Is it permissible for me to “play along” and
pretend it was intended for them from the beginning?
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Improper “Table” Manners?

Q

| was at the home of very fine friends, who have a few-week-old baby.
Soon before the meal, they put a changing pad down on the dining room
table and changed the baby’s dirty diaper. | did not say anything, but |

found it surprising and distasteful. (I imagine that most people would.) Is
it also halachically forbidden, and should | say something about it so that

they not continue doing so?
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Animal Experimentation

| am working for a medical researcher, and a lot of our work includes
experimentation on rodents, whose lives are not always pleasant during
our experimentation. Is such work permitted, or is it prohibited due to
tza’ar ba’alei chayim (causing pain to animals)? How should | feel about

my involvement in this research?
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Netilat Yadayim from a Chipped Cup

| have a cup for netilat yadayim that has a few small chips on its top. Is it

kosher for that purpose?
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Halachic Consequences of Use of Medical Marijuana

|//

After years of unsuccessfu

conventiona

Ill

treatment for debilitating pain,

the medical marijuana my doctor has prescribed for me has proven more
effective and has lesser side effects than anything else. My license is only for
“leaves,” not pills or oil. Obviously, | cannot smoke on Shabbat, so | bake
a batch of “cannabis brownies” to eat, which take effect about 90 minutes
after ingestion. May | eat one of these brownies before shul? If so, should |
make Kiddush first? Also, as a kohen, may | do Birkat Kohanim while using
medical marijuana (although it affects my coordination slightly and | have a
slightly strange feeling in my brain, it does not make me “drunk,” nor does
it significantly impair my cognitive ability)?
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Hatarat Nedarim for a Pledge that Affects Others

If someone committed himself to a certain amount of Torah study, in order
to win a special aliya, may he do hatarat nedarim on his commitment if he
now finds it unreasonable to accomplish that which he pledged?
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Altering an Oath Made at a Time of Need

Your recent article about hatarat nedarim reminded me about a related
question involving an incident that happened to me. | was recently in a
dangerous situation involving an Arab mob. At the time, | decided that if
we would make it through safely, | would stop taking part in situation X.
Baruch HaShem, no one sustained worse than a minor injury, and | am
happy to show my thanks to HaShem. However, X contains three elements
— elements A and B are harmless, positive, and important to me. It is C
about which | have had a guilty feeling for some time. Had | had more
time to think clearly, | would have committed to refraining just from C, but
under pressure, X in general came to mind. | am willing to live up to any
obligation | am bound to, but may | do hatarat nedarim or otherwise switch
the neder to something more appropriate, e.g., just refraining from C?
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Whose Responsibility is it to Make a Proper Fence?

Q

The house we are renting has a somewhat elevated (up to a meter in some
places) mirpeset, with a fence (ma’akeh) around it which is only 50 cm

high. Is raising the ma’akeh's height our obligation or is it the obligation of
the landlord? (We do not want to invest money in a house that we do not
own.) If it is his obligation, may we use the mirpeset before the ma’akeh is
heightened, or are we forbidden to do so until then? If it is our obligation,
may we simply decide not to use the balcony or would we be obligated to

block it off?
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H-1

Is Raising Children a Mitzva?

Is it a mitzva to care for one’s own children: feeding, changing diapers,
teaching manners, etc.? If so, what is the source? Does it apply equally to
men and women? If it is not a mitzva, wouldn’t any mitzva take precedence

over such activities?
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H-2.1

Nichum Aveilim by Phone and by Email

If it is difficult for me to do nichum aveilim in person, may | do it by phone
or by email? If so, is one of these two ways better than the other?
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H-3

Whose Minhag About Being Chazan Should
an Avel Follow?

Q

| was in an (Ashkenazi) shul on Rosh Chodesh, when a visitor who is an
avel asked if he could be chazan for Shacharit or whether there were
other aveilim. The gabbai said that there were no other avelim but that

normally avelim are not chazanim on Rosh Chodesh. The avel said that he
received a p’sak that he may serve as chazan on Rosh Chodesh, which he
proceeded to do, up to but not including Hallel. Was that the right course

of action?
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Daf Yomi During Shabbat of Shiva

| understand that an avel may do standard learning, such as shnayim mikra
v’echad targum, on the Shabbat of shiva. Is learning daf yomi also permitted?
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H-5

Serving as Chazan on the Shabbat Before a Yahrtzeit

Q

How important is it for someone to be chazan on the Shabbat before a
yahrtzeit? |s the practice just for parents’ yahrtzeits, or also for grandparents/
in-laws? Some people in my shul feel that people use it as an excuse to

“grab the amud.” | am asking as the shul’s gabbai; we have no rabbi.
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Should a Chatan Daven in Shul?

| have heard that a chatan during his Sheva Berachot week does not need to
daven with a minyan. Is there anything to that, and what would the reason be?
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Answering Monetary Questions outside Beit Din

[We present a discussion that emerges from occasional questions/complaints
we have received.] People often ask us questions about financial disputes
they are involved in. We respond that our policy is that we do not get
involved in practical monetary situations that affect another side whose view
we have not yet heard. Most take this response in stride. Some, however,
take offense. One disgruntled querier pointed out that our site contains
practical monetary questions that we indeed have answered. Therefore, |
decided to discuss our approach to the matter in greater detail.]
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A Rabbi’s Approach to Monetary Problem Solving

[We present a summary of our conversation with a new community
rabbi who sought our help in handling a monetary dispute between two
congregants. We will not focus on the specific dispute and solution,

which he shared with us.]

The scope of a particular dispute, between people who need to interact
with each other regularly, is a few thousand shekels. | was reluctant to
accept responsibility for the matter, both because | do not want to create
resentment between congregants, as well as because | do not “specialize”
in monetary Halacha. However, they want me, specifically, to handle it,
and a rabbinical mentor told me | have no choice. So far, each side has
told me his side separately; | have not met with them together. | think
each one of them is trying to be honest, but each views the situation
differently, both on factual and on legal grounds. How should | handle

the situation?
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Supermarket Manners or Halacha?

| was in a supermarket and saw a person (woman #1) take the last packages
of a certain item, put them in her shopping cart, and walk off to other
shelves. Another person (woman #2) saw the empty shelf and the items in
the cart, and took some of them from the cart and put them in hers. Was
that just bad manners or was it actually stealing (i.e., had woman #1 already

acquired them)?
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To Whom Should One Sell One’s Apartment?

| want to sell my apartment, and both the apartment’s present renter as well
as my nephew are interested in buying it. Do laws of precedence apply
here? If so, does it make a difference if one of them offers to pay more than

the other is willing to?
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Paying for Another Person’s Theft

Q

| was at a coffee shop, and an ostensibly religious Jew (Reuven) left intentionally
without paying for what he had ordered. | heard the angry reaction of the
proprietor (Shimon) and decided to pay in Reuven’s stead, hoping to reduce

the chillul Hashem. Did my payment exempt Reuven from needing to pay?
Was there a need to pay kefel (double payment for covert theft)? Were the
berachot that Reuven made on the food ['vatala, when it turns out retroactively
that he had effectively stolen it? Also, how did my actions affect the teshuva
process that Reuven will hopefully undertake?
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How Fast Must a Guarantor Pay?
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Must an arev kablan (a strong form of loan guarantor) pay immediately
upon being asked to? If not, how much time does he have?
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Taking Unwanted Things against the Owner’s Will

During my service in the IDF, | witness many things being thrown out,
whether food or other items that people no longer have use for. My
understanding is that the army does not allow people to take excess food,
due to concern that someone might get sick from it and sue the army as a
result. Regarding non-food objects, | understand that if people get used to
taking things that are about to be discarded, some will take things that the
army still needs. If I am fully confident that something will be thrown out
without being used again, but it has not yet actually been thrown out, may
| take the item for myself, in @ manner that is technically against the rules?
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Paying for a Job he Refused to Pay for

My child’s friend (under bar mitzva) has joined my son in helping me with
various chores and projects around the house. He has asked many times
if I will pay him and | always say, “No.” | have never asked him to help,
although | do appreciate it. Now he has come to me with the claim that |
owe him money for all he has done. Might he have a halachic right to be

paid, or may | just brush it off?
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