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Contained in this PDF file are source sheets for the
104 responses that are covered in the sefer, Living
the Halachic Process, vol. IV. /

The source sheets contain major sources
related to the answers. This enables the
advanced learner to come to his or her

own conclusion and/or deepen his or

her understanding of the topic. They are
particularly valuable for those who want to
present a class based on the questions in the
book in a text-based format. We welcome
those teachers to make as many copies as they
like and compare and contrast their views with
those in our sefer.

To use the file, simply scroll to the response title
in the Table of Contents, which is approximately
arranged according to the order of the Shulchan
Aruch, and click on the link.

To contact us, please call (972)(2)537-1485;
fax at (972)(2)537-9626;

write to 2 Brurya St., P.O.B. 8178, Jerusalem
9108101, Israel;

e-mail to info@eretzhemdah.org;

or visit our website at
www.eretzhemdah.org
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Shaving Before Shacharit

Q

| heard a discussion between two learned rabbis on the question of shaving
before Shacharit. One took a position, along the lines that you once
outlined, that work should generally not be performed before Shacharit,

with possible exceptions only when in she’at hadechak. The other rabbi
said that shaving is not work, but rather resembles getting dressed in the
morning, particularly for clean-shaven people, some of whom go straight to
work after davening. What is your opinion?
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A-2

Accompanying the Chazan with Singing or Humming

Question: When we sing sections of Kedusha, some people sing along with
the chazan, and some just hum the tune. Is one practice more proper than

the other?
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Davening When Waiting for Tefillin

If I do not have my tefillin with me, but someone will lend me his
during chazarat hashatz, what davening should | say before getting

them?
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A-4.1

Continuing a Minyan with Less Than Ten

| once learned that when a minyan starts with ten men and one or two
leave, the minyan can continue normally. Is this true?
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A-4.2

Continuing a Minyan with Less Than Ten
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Repeating Shemoneh Esrei by Mistake

| was in the middle of reciting Shemoneh Esrei of Mincha when |
realized that | had already davened. What was | supposed to do under

those circumstances and why?
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A Chazan Who Has Animosity Toward a Congregant

May one serve as a chazan, in general, or as ba’al tokeiah on Rosh
Hashana if he hates one of the shul’s congregants for no good
reason, especially if this causes the congregant to have great difficulty

concentrating?
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Standing During Chazarat HaShatz

Should one stand during chazarat hashatz? In my shul, some people
stand, but most sit. Is this a clear halacha or simply a matter of personal

preference?
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Priorities for a Slow Davener

| daven slower than most people in my shul, and, as a result, |
usually miss responding during Kedusha. What can/should | do to

remedy the situation?
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Pre and Post-Sleep Recitations for Those Who Sleep by Day

| work a night shift and therefore sleep in the day rather than at night. What
do | do about saying Kri’at Shema Al Hamita, Elokai Neshama, and Modeh

Ani?
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When During Torah Reading is it Forbidden to Talk?

| know that one may not talk during kri’at haTorah, neither during the
actual laining nor in between the aliyot (bein gavra I’gavra). When does it

become permitted to talk?

370D 1P 7D TN NNK NIV T .4
TIOMINMY RITNT BIHIT 80235 8123 2 P wn
13929 N3ND D3 NPRIY LDTIAN 1AM 1772] A ma
71991 ,I827 MOR] OWRRD MINT DYnD NIT DY NI

AN xp sy

X DY 2D 7T NN KNI 5

R3VT 27 FIP2W I 0PN I DN TP NP
IR BN TN NN T LNAN N2 TR 0T
T2 I AMRT IRMY P NTT - 0 MNT NN S0
MY NIDID VHONT D IHN RN MRT RNIPTD —
DWRT P L,TTN T2 3N — 719NN TN RO
DD 82 830315 — 83T 77N 20

www.eretzhemdah.org

X DY ©Y 9T IID KNV .1

DN — 77N DD TANDIY 71D :NIVT 27 02 N2 N
55 1TRY MDY ANNIY ,71997 D272 19BN eD9
RS O MO NN paieiialvg NON JTMY PN RYR
ST 3P NS Y 9D AT

wp "D 0PN NNX ,7DY N3 .2

(WTAN 929 7177 LT) NIDN2T KDY P2 I 7T 2ND
,MDR N1277,8023% 8123 12 MY INIT 231 %Y AT
2) ARY ;IDDY DK TN DD NI 119 3MPRT
DN RO ,TIDN 9T 199DN 0N 5D DDY B
TPWIT PIWNT ANDIY 1100 KON LTIND ST 1Y 9
90 WMDY TP 995 B0 DN LINWNTT OYHI TN
NIWNT QWD NDYHT NN ANW IND TY — Twen
WD LPTPY TP AR MMTT Ty 8w wrmnd
DPR KON LW0D mNHIY NP 0270 0N 89T NN
71950) 971 072NN M2 O I, NPT KO SR
(17 2"D

) 3’00 1P "D O APK TIW INDw .3
A50% DR TN D02 NP2 NPT SMRIY 1D [2
DR 19BN 80237 8023 190 19K TN 12T 19BN
(TM%% M) DA% DML W IR RNT Down
(D% PIRT 9D) NYT Y Y DRY DN W Lo
QW2 ADY N°2) (TN M2T72) 505 N TN D%
DY W ANININ NN MDD 2NN W R
XY IR PID D TN DD TNHIY DTPY
DTN NPT KON TN DD PIMWS XN N
DRMP NP DN TN NOPH DU AN nmpY
JTID NWNDY MO NWND% P3P 1NN T 901 N
B QPP 0 TN LNOMIRTD WY o
PIITD PIPTD? NN NPWIDT 902w PO NPT

NPT DN QYR NPT N7

D DOV TP NI NP 1O 507 NON [3
5170 79D2

Living the Halachic Process Vol. IV



A-11

Honors for Younger Congregants

How should teenagers be treated when it comes to being given kibudim
(honors) in shul? In some shuls, they receive only “less desirable”

kibudim, such as peticha and gelila.
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A Mistake in a Pasuk with HaShem’s Name

The practice of some ba’alei kri’ah is that when they make a mistake in
reading a pasuk in which HaShem’s Name is mentioned, they repeat the
whole pasuk. Is this necessary, and how should the correction be made?
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Oleh Reading Along with the Ba’al Korei

| was taught to read along with the laining when | get an aliya, but | see
that not everyone does this. Is there a requirement to read along?
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Leaning During an Aliya

| often see people lean on the bima during their aliyot. Is that a problem?

Should | tell them not to lean?
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Birkat Kohanim with a Cast

| broke my arm, and it is now covered with a soft cast. | am a kohen. May
| do Birkat Kohanim in this state? (My arm is mobile.)
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Steps to Enable a Kohen to be Ready for Birkat Kohanim

| am a kohen, and | often speed up my Shemoneh Esrei in order to finish
in time for Birkat Kohanim. Someone told me that | could go up and
recite Birkat Kohanim even in the midst of Shemoneh Esrei. Is this true?
In general, | am interested in suggestions regarding how to deal with the

situation.
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Stopping During Tefilla to Use the Bathroom

What should one do if he feels an urge to use the bathroom when he is in
the middle of davening? When should he use the bathroom? When does he
recite Asher Yatzar? From where in the davening should he resume?
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Me’ein Sheva at a Minyan Not Held in a Shul

| was at a Shabbat bar mitzva at a hotel in Israel. We davened in a
makeshift shul (with an aron and sefer Torah) that is often used for
“private minyanim” as well as other functions. Should we have recited
Me’ein Sheva (the beracha that includes Magen Avot) at the end of

Ma’ariv?
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Kaddish HaGadol for Burial and a Siyum

Why do we recite the same special Kaddish at both a burial and a siyum?
After all, one is a sad occasion, while the other is happy.
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Birkat HaMazon After Significant Delay

| interrupted my meal (bread included) to daven Ma’ariv, which, it turned
out, was preceded by a long speech. By the time | returned to eat, an
hour and a half had passed. Could I still have bentched?

D P70 TOP 110 0NN 1Y 3
SPEY TN I0N P K9 Bpn 208w Y P
RUYT ON WPWAT S NI 22P0 T 70 03 70NN 8T
BN PNT OO0 TR OONY TP AT D 2 90 a0
2I8Y NIRRT PN ORY LT Pw? DONpa
NI T2 NPT O ONT LT N0 T vyn

IR NIPION B DS AX T % ANl LN

TN 20PN 70 DM ST DN 710722 Ny

PR D LI YR D YY) IS 1972 7129 o

:2"D

YR "D MY 13N 4
NBDY T DN PP DY THY D ONNAN 1T 2ND
=RiakUnliytnivaliisint Mininn sl ahiinivAR NI sl vilah Sk ol
oM 31774 3 Wit in et b M ) 1 e i ' S 7l
072107 20D {MTAY ,NINID3 M2T PO LMAT 8D
DINY? N 7ORY 8O 1292 any S M T pp
219R% IS NPT KON 1252 na KRS oNY ,Tham nn
IND TP ,TN27 TN PR 1910 DT 90 P PN NN

v TIOWMD 77,0720 P9

” PO TOP PO NN NIYN .5

FI9ORIT TN 212 1120 0 MROT — SP N 1t 8o
AT TINY 2ORD XN ORY LT NoN2 T0EMm
N? 12BN 7NRMTT TN MY OTNAN (T NPT
71902 03 TDBT AT PPN 1T MY NPT mon
719027 MADY 0Y 9D DUINN 1207 228 NN
QN3N NPT MO N 90 DT KO NN

www.eretzhemdah.org

A AT XKIDMN K PY K) 97 MOI73 ,Nvn .1
J'py

PRI PIMAT PPN YT TV 27020 N T e
1R TAT 9D 13m0 TN 220Y PN D iNAR
Riskih i aiainialiie)' sl iel i RE e B vaor il valm b b
T2 MNRT LN A% MmO N2 ann 20 T o
2077 WD W DN M NI DD P 2 e 29
MO = D10P MW I RS WM NN MR 27 R
TND T2 TI9ORD IND NP RO — 19 PaaR o
Dy 79oRa

’YD TOP "D TYN NN TV INHwW .2
TIADY ;PPDIW T 20PN TY 27022 210 N Ty
TIPWITLINOR TNIN NDOD S99 W 1t 5o Ay
SARI% TP 23PN KW B 5P AR, NP SN
DIN'D NN PIPD M3 101 10 13937 I 9opnad
A0 DNIND ORNT KDY R8T 2P W ON P Dnnen

J20PN3 DR apd $999 93 a8 710

2 P aw NMI3 YD

N DO 190X 90 SONW T 901 - 799 P9 1N BN
NOW NON T PIOND yEM tpn 908 ON 92N ,NNH
TOT 92T PWT WPWS TND WP ML NN % 0
NOW NON TINN 1D 03 19 7T A2 11D 2P0 N
YT OTY T PIMPYnT DINANR 1207 1202 A%
Y13 T [(minutes) LN 72 KRYTW] P9 PN TN
T999R 19BN 93PN K9 WNTIAW 020 M T
DYTTXDY DOIINTT 1 W LTI B swa nnym
T NN T2 OTP I DRI 908 508 o8
MNP TN VI AN MT 90PN BN PO PN IIN
T2 MR DD NI MY DD 90 O IRy PO YA
TO2% T PR SN DD NN 91 T Non2
2011 Y 219ROM NPT MO RS DR WA KXW
T2 FIIMWNT NN2DN DY @Y ,ND 0 PN DN DpH
190 TTPITN MW TP I NON2

Living the Halachic Process Vol. IV



B-2

Reciting a Beracha Oneself or Relying on Another
Person’s Beracha

My husband and | went out to eat with my friend and her husband, who
are much more religious than we are. | made HaMotzi on behalf of
everyone, but afterwards my friend’s husband made his own HaMotzi. |
was quite insulted. Is there a halacha that a man cannot fulfill his mitzva by
answering amen to a woman’s beracha?
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B-3.1

The Beracha on Pizza

How can it be that whether or not you wash (do netillat yadayim) before
eating pizza depends upon how much you eat? | would think that either it

is bread or it is not bread!
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B-3.2

The Beracha on Pizza
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Beracha on Ice Cream for Dessert

Should one make a beracha on ice cream served as a dessert at a meal in

which one ate bread?
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Two Out of a Group Who Want to do a Zimun

| know that if two people want to do a zimun and a third does not want
to yet, the two can force the third to answer. What about if there are four
or more people? Can two of them pick one person and force him to join

them?
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B-6

How to Proceed with Birkat HaMazon after Zimun

| have seen many minhagim with regard to bentching after zimun.
Sometimes, the mezamen recites all of Birkat HaMazon silently.
Sometimes, he waits for the others to finish the first beracha and

then recites the end of it out loud so that they can answer amen.
Sometimes, the mezamen says the entire first beracha out loud. What
are the issues, and what is the proper method?
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B-7

Combining Small Amounts of Foods for a Beracha Acharona

If | eat half a k’zayit of one food whose beracha acharona is Me’ein
Shalosh and half a k’zayit of another food whose beracha acharona is
Borei Nefashot, what beracha acharona, if any, should | make?
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Shehecheyanu on Vegetables

Does one make Shehecheyanu upon eating a vegetable from the new
crop, or is this beracha just for new fruit?
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B-9.1

Answering Amen to an Electronically Heard Beracha

When one hears a beracha being recited over the radio or telephone,
can/should he answer amen? Can he be yotzei a beracha in this way?
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B-9.2

Answering Amen to an Electronically Heard Beracha

no 7o 3 PHn NYT MmN M .8

AinSintuiiviaih L inte i s B Fo Unin i oV intl/nlihé}a) ivin in i) 12
TOWIT ING IR MR 7IRT NuYS ann o
ZNINT DY NI 37 NPT 10 DI 21T ORM 0N
QWIT I TUT AT YOWIT NPT DI 1T meswn
9 8T 9 NUT NON 10N oW on NI pan
PIWS INMTE PNT LRI NIPRPRD Onwn ooy v
AN INY N ONTIAY nemny S nopnn
QP DY ORI PTTT 1ON .2 AN1IanDY L eNIoNa
NITD ,IND% W2 MW 00351 ,1200 PDB3 12T Sw
JII3DY PPN DI/ LRIV N2 WNY 0PNy
TNINIY N2 A0 D AT MR PTYTD YW 928
7N WD DMEINY DMIDH DIPH QYT M2 Y
MYTYLDITRY NISYY RO INNI 0% LT AR
32 5 YN (NI D2 DN NS ST M
e NMVTI0OON

NP WTVT AT DT N U0 pmw evoves
NP IR VTR YD 228 N1 2N IR Y N
DI PIAWS M INIWT NI R NPTV 7000
SNKRT 9N 0T RO RO - N0 0N

5 VD 1) D 0PN NIK T INHW .9

M IDIBN LITEANTRY WD DMIINY TN DIPRA TWY N
NTY RO IS DM W DS 210y oy INY
D010 NTIAY W N oo

www.eretzhemdah.org

v D K PHN NndY NN N .7

AT AR NEPS WY DN 1OV ¢ LTIT NTINN RN O
AIOR DM N7 Y NI Y P 13T NON2
FINT3 WANNRY DMDTT T I 2T DN T
RMTIDIOND NI DOTID NBIT T W TYMwS v
Y MW IO WRD PIND PR 2WNT oM Sw
7IANT 990 NIIYY PRY INAI 1OW 11901 ,AN1 8O T
PRY F1ON2 DY ANY LT NNES M 8T 1002 O
ON PT WHON 1D DI N2 T NRYD 2 prwn
PP DI P TIAD 19IBK IR NDIT N2 T
AN N33 PEY N 5P D0 T Y MDD RY N
L3N 9 NTIDNONK NT T IR NP M7
FINT3 %M YT 0P P DI TIPWD 10 PRY M
131,190 DN 9P IRT 990 MY PN NPT NNy’
PO TN AR PN NI ONIT L0020 BN D
RYTY NINT WWTIIT N2NDN LLOTR DD KO 1372000
DIIYY PRT TIaNT 0P N O % PR DI Ty
AT 10N Oy e

Living the Halachic Process Vol. IV



B-10.1

When to Make a Beracha on the Morning Netilat Yadayim

How can we wait to make the beracha on netilat yadayim in shul (or at
the beginning of davening at home), when it is not immediately after we
washed our hands? Aren’t birkot hamitzva always recited at the time that

the mitzva is performed?
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B-10.2
When to Make a Beracha on the Morning Netilat Yadayim
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The Violation of Shabbat by Small Children

Sometimes | see people encouraging their toddlers, when a need arises, to
do things on Shabbat that would constitute chillul Shabbat for an adult. Is

this permitted?
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C-2.1

Using a Non-Jew to Shut Lights on Shabbat so that a Jew
Will Not

We run Shabbat-long Jewish inspirational programs for non-shomer Shabbat
students at a resort that we rent. The resort does not have timers for the
lights, and participants who turned on lights before Shabbat will in any

case certainly shut them before going to sleep. Participants in our programs
are exposed to the concept of keeping Shabbat, and some decide to try

to keep Shabbat while they are with us. Many of them believe that if they
switch the lights off once, there is no point in keeping the rest of Shabbat.
Are there sources to allow us to either ask or hint to a non-Jew to turn off
the bedroom lights to allow these Jewish kids a better chance at observing

Shabbat?
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Using a Non-Jew to Shut Lights on Shabbat so that a Jew
Will Not
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Preventing a Son’s Chillul Shabbat

Our teenage son, who lives at home, is no longer Torah observant, but
he does not violate basic mitzvot such as Shabbat when he is with us, out
of respect. We were invited out for Shabbat, and we expect that if we go
away, he will be mechallel Shabbat in our home. May we go away, or
would we and/or our house become responsible for the chillul Shabbat

that will likely occur?
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Heating Up Food Before Shabbat

| want to put cold but cooked soup on a hot plate right before Shabbat.

| have heard that the directive for putting things up to heat at that time is
particularly stringent. Considering that it is forbidden to reheat cooked
liquids on Shabbat, is it also forbidden right before Shabbat?
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Removing Loose Hair on Shabbat

What can | do when | take off my head covering on Shabbat and find hairs
that have detached from my scalp and are lying on the rest of my hair?
May | remove them by hand or in another manner?
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Using a Dishwasher on a Timer on Shabbat

May | set a dishwasher on a timer so that | will load it on Friday night with
the night’s dishes, and it will go on overnight? Can | do the same thing in
the afternoon so that by the time Shabbat is over, the afternoon’s dishes

will have been done?
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Expressing Milk for Medicinal Purposes

My infant has conjunctivitis. A pediatrician | saw in shul on Shabbat morning
suggested expressing mother’s milk directly into his eye instead of using
standard eye drops (although he was totally fine with either system or
beginning treatment at night). Is that permitted on Shabbat?
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Categories of Muktzeh and their Ramifications

While walking with my friend on Shabbat, a digital camera fell out of the
carriage she was pushing. The question arose whether she was allowed
to move it or whether she had to leave it where it fell, with the likelihood

that it would be taken. If it is muktzeh machamat chisaron kis (an object
that is so precious that its owner will use it only for its main, forbidden-on-
Shabbat function), then | assume there was no way to move it. However,
if it is cheap enough that the owner would use it for other things, then as a
kli shemelachto I’issur (a simple utensil whose main use is for a forbidden
activity), would it have been permitted to invent a use for the camera at
home (e.g., as a paperweight) that would have enabled it to be brought

there? (There was an eiruv.)
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How Much of the Lechem Mishneh Does One Need to Eat?

Does one have to eat a k’zayit of the lechem mishneh? What happens if
the lechem mishneh is too small for everyone to get a sizable piece or if

someone prefers another challa?
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Removing Food with a Slotted Spoon

While serving on Shabbat, is one permitted to transfer vegetables or matza
balls from a pot of soup to a bowl using a special slotted spoon?
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Moving a Potted Plant on Shabbat

May | move a potted plant on Shabbat, or is it muktzeh?
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Making Ice Cubes on Shabbat

Is one allowed to make ice cubes on Shabbat?
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C-13

Carrying a Child on Shabbat Where There Is No Eiruv

s it permitted to pick up a child in a place that has no eiruv? A friend told
me that as long as the child can walk himself, one may pick him up.
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A Group Eiruv Techumin

A few friends of mine and | take turns going to a local rural community
outside our techum Shabbat to lain on Shabbat. We have a place to put an
eiruv techumin that will permit us to get there, but we do not want to have
to do this every week. Also, what do we do about the fact that the eiruv is
going to be needed by a different person each week?
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Is a Shofar Muktzeh When Not in Use?

After one has finished blowing the shofar or hearing shofar-blowing on
Rosh Hashana, is the shofar muktzeh from that point on?
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Birkat Kohanim of Ne’ila after Sunset

If it will be difficult to get to Birkat Kohanim (duchening) of Ne’ila on
time, is it better to rush the davening, or should we just omit it under

these circumstances?
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D-3.1

Intravenous Nutrition on Yom Kippur

How does the fact that one can receive nourishment intravenously affect
the laws of eating on Yom Kippur? May one who has trouble fasting
have an intravenous drip? Should someone who needs to eat for medical

reasons use intravenous instead?
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Intravenous Nutrition on Yom Kippur
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D-4

Keeping a Kosher Restaurant Without a Sukka Open on Sukkot

| own a kosher restaurant and would like to keep it open on Sukkot.
However, there is no place for me to put a sukka. May | keep it open
anyway, and, if so, are there conditions | must meet?
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For Which Mitzvot Does Shelichut Work

If a person is in a place where arba minim are unavailable, can he
fulfill his mitzva by asking someone to be his shaliach to hold the arba
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Eiruv Tavshilin and the Second Day of Yom Tov

With regard to making an eiruv tavshilin, are there any differences
between a case in which Yom Tov falls on Thursday and Friday and a case
in which it falls on Friday and Shabbat?
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When and How to Light Chanuka Candles When Returning Home Late

D-7

| will be working late on Chanuka and will arrive home around 10 or 11
PM. Can | light the candles with a beracha when | come home (I live alone)?

If not, can | do it at work?
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Mincha Before Chanuka Lighting on Friday

| know that some people are careful to daven Mincha on Erev Shabbat
before lighting Chanuka candles, but shuls continue to have minyanim
at the regular time, as if it is not a requirement. Is it indeed necessary to

daven Mincha first?
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Are Women and Single Children Obligated in
Mishlo’ach Manot?

many mishlo’ach manot we send suffice for everyone?

Q Should my wife and children give their own mishlo’ach manot, or do the

www.eretzhemdah.org

T V0 O¥IN 70 0N NNX X”H7 .1
oW TR GEND NN MOwnY DEPARS NIINND NSNm TN

LIRS YR TONS

T P'O oW ONIaNX 1D

NPITT WHRY LTI P NNT RS — navm e
T20aWD oW 192 52 1% v TN SaN LTInoN2
SIMTTY WY QP 221,07 132 1107

10 VD 2 PID OND L,(ITN) VTP KIPH .2
DP2PDY D 9P AN ,NNID 32 DT DML W
DT QY2 DTN DTN AR DTN N8 O
DT BT 90 DNIN DD N NI mown nnxna
MW LTI P TN oD DONY D%apn

SIS 9030 1AM 20 7 MINNY a0

Living the Halachic Process Vol. IV



Nz
ot
o

D-10

The Practice of Machatzit HaShekel

Please explain the basis and parameters of giving machatzit hashekel
before Purim. Specifically, how much must | give, and does everyone in

the family have to take part?
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Chametz that Is Difficult to Reach
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Often during Pesach cleaning, | am aware of chametz that is in places
that are very hard to get to. Am | required to make every possible effort
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One who Failed to Recline While Drinking Wine on Pesach

What do | do if | forget to recline while drinking one of the cups of wine at

the Seder?
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Does One Need to Own the Matza That He Eats?

Someone showed me a gemara that says that one has to own his matza
on Seder night. Yet, | have never seen people being careful to acquire
ownership when they have the Seder in someone else’s home. How can
we reconcile the practice with the sources?
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Stovetop Grates for Pesach

How does one prepare stovetop grates for Pesach use?
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Erev Pesach that Falls on Shabbat

What do you suggest that we do on Erev Pesach this year, which is
on Shabbat, regarding when and what to eat?
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Eating Dairy on Shavuot

Does one really have to eat milchig on Shavuot? If so, when is one
supposed to do so, and what steps should he take regarding eating meat
and milk? There seem to be many minhagim and little clarity on the issue.
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Eating Meat During the Nine Days

s it forbidden to eat meat during the Nine Days, or is it just a minhag?
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D-18

Doing Dishes on Tisha B’Av

When | have dirty dishes from the seuda hamafseket and from feeding
children on Tisha B’Av, may | wash them on Tisha B’Av?
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Shofar Blowing During Elul

What is the reason for blowing shofar during the month of Elul, and what
halachot do | need to know about it?
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Kashrut of an Animal Fed Meat and Milk

| have heard that veal comes from calves that are fed a mixture of milk
and meat. Shouldn’t that make the veal forbidden, since the calf is thus
an animal whose sustenance comes from non-kosher food? This case is
particularly severe because the feed is assur b’hana’ah!
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Does Food Stay Pareve in a Cooking Bag?

May | cook pareve food that is in a cooking bag in my fleishig crock pot —
in water or perhaps even along with fleishig food — and still consider the

food pareve?
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E-3.1

Roasting Chicken and Fish Together in an Oven

May | roast chicken and fish together in an oven when they are both
uncovered? (The fish will not be eaten with milk.)
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E-3.2

Roasting Chicken and Fish Together in an Oven
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For How Long Should Hagala be Done?

| have seen books that describe the process of hagala, but | have not seen a

Q

discussion as to how long one has to leave the utensil in the boiling water.
This seems strange, especially since a lot of treif material may have been

absorbed in the utensil over a long period of usage.
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What to Do When Tevillat Keilim 1s Not Feasible

Q

food become non-kosher?
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| will be traveling to a place with no mikveh in which to do tevillat keilim
for the utensils that | will need to buy. If | do not do tevillat keilim, does the
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When Can the Beracha on a Tallit Count for Tzitzit

| am a single kohen living in Israel. | therefore wear my tallit only for
Birkat Kohanim. When | put on my tzitzit in the morning, should | make a
beracha then, or should | plan that the beracha on the tallit will cover the

tzitzit?
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Tzitzit Attached by a Minor

When | was a katan, | made tzitzit for myself. Someone told me that they are
no longer valid, now that | am fully obligated in mitzvot. Is that so? If it is, is
it sufficient to rectify the situation by untying and retying one knot as a gadol?
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Dealing with Loosened Tzitzit Knots

| have a new tallit katan (tzitzit), and the knots keep loosening up. Does
this make them temporarily pasul? If | discover on Shabbat that this has

happened, what should | do?
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Readjusting Tefillin that Has Slipped

My tefillin shel yad sometimes slips out of place and needs readjusting.
Should | take off my shel rosh and put the two on again in the proper order?
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Putting Tefillin on an Immobilized Arm

Q

After upcoming surgery on my left shoulder, my left arm will be
immobilized in a sling for a few weeks. What should | (a right-handed
man) do about putting on tefillin? Should | put them on my left arm

(preferably, on top of my shirt), despite the fact that | will be unable
to wrap the retzuot (straps) on my lower arm because of the sling? Is it
permissible to put the tefillin on my right arm under the circumstances
(with someone else wrapping them on me)? If neither option is viable,
should I put the shel rosh on alone, and, if so, with which beracha?
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F-5.2

Putting Tefillin on an Immobilized Arm
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F-6

Selling Sifrei Torah that Are Too Heavy for an Aging
Community

May a shul sell sifrei Torah that are too heavy for its aging members to lift?

YYD 1P PO TN NINK TV INOW .4

9N NMW NN DD VDN LIHPWS YT DN W
DPY WP NS 9D XTI o 90 vmTa nwy?
NEMS IR TN TIND 10 DR KON DN 1 wn ;00202
Raive

ao ,0) P’ Ow M3 v

FIYOWD 17010 WY 0w 91T OYIT — 799y Thwrs TN (B
NIXYTO ANMDT, DX O PP OWIN TRPHI YT o
1NN I 900 DMTT W TN P Oy

F13p DR TN 5D IBNT DM 120D .. [8D
PubininNnpintpliut bnl7dini ity mnie il ey in i o le inls Favininia)
7109 1T WRRWAY 815Y 107 17005 N7 v
137 DMBD MINYT VY D YT T2 NDW IR
NEMS N TN TINS5 KON TOnS MR TN 190>
9502 1BR NPT N WT N2MT 2N 71D 73 YN

A2 NP D200 WATPIYD M DT WHEN TN

N5 "o wIIN MY 5

VPT OWIN TOPDI PYT DM TP NDN Prw
VPT DMW TIPIW 1D PR T 1D DBRTY PO PR
JPW TN MIOM 2T MNDN SWD T WIR THYNa

a5 P NP "D ONI3AK 1Y .6

SN D PIDMY DAY PIMID I 2P 1Y TN ..
2PTMTI WHNWMY 112 MOP? NDIOT NY2% 1N 190N
FPMN2 FIINT PRI % 7T 12 TINTT N0 O
oM%Y 020 NYYTP N KoY

NX? VD Hp "D 07N NIK KD .7
A0 12BN MRWID M 228 L INWATEN TN AT 8P 0
LTS 090 W 9B LT AP TN

www.eretzhemdah.org

K Y10 TV 3 70Y 10 97 AP0 ,wn .1
PITI PIPY — 1Y OW TN 0N YT 030 s
— DMBD ... 412N PAPYY — NDIT N2 ,NDIOT N
0B P KD — TN MON DR 22N TN e

DITHLM WP K9 — DB

X Ty 12 97 0w KIN)
AP 12 YD Y TN DD NOND I AT KN
MOPS NODT 1D NNDT N ,MOR — 10 0P KROT D
2MT VHY — KIMN KMMY

T V0 1P ?0 TN NPK TV N .2
NIV DM TP DM T MT2 MIp? AN o8
DTN PN DN B

N VD Y7 7D NYT N T INHw .3

ST DD 19 21007 SR AN 90 O WY NIEn
JTN MDD 12T 10 WY I9IERN0NT R 1N ..
WY q99m% YRR (P T SY A S A 19 PR 19EN)
TR NEYS N TN TINGS 528 oK L nspd 1o
1R% AR 271 PN ON RS anmn

) PO VI D YT N T

NS 8B NSNS 1IWNTT 19 W [19nd 19Ny
131 9DIDIT N2 NI 2D WA T ON 7900 e
NI TY VIO NP IWNT 001 ,DMT N3N KON 0N
DPDIBT 90 NPT AP PN 92K L. 2T Dnny o
719 99P1 KROT 10T ... DN NINT NI 1DDNT INNI
QNOM% WNRWT INT TN TN O 0N TNETR2
FTENTP TR NOR

Living the Halachic Process Vol. IV



Leaning on the Shulchan

In one of your Ask the Rabbi columns, you discussed the issue of leaning
while receiving an aliya. | think you overlooked a very important problem,
as there is a definite prohibition to receive benefit from the shulchan,

which is a tashmish kedusha.
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Affixing an Unrolled Mezuza

In some modern, decorative, clear mezuza cases, the klaf is unfolded
so that it can be read while attached. Is this kosher and merely less
preferable, or must the klaf be rolled?
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Hosting a Difficult Guest

Q

We have a friend who stops by for meals often when she is in our area.
Last night, for the first time, she slept over. It was a nightmare! She
received several phone calls in the middle of the night, which woke us.

Also, despite being warned, she tripped the alarm. She now seems to
want to stay for another night and perhaps return in the future. Are we

permitted to refuse her request?
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Veto Power for Parents on Choice of Spouse?

Must a child obey if his parents disapprove of his choice of a spouse?
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Thanking HaShem after a “False Alarm”

If one has indications that he has a life-threatening illness, but it is
subsequently determined that, baruch Hashem, it was a “false alarm,”
should he recite Birkat HaGomel and/or make a seudat hoda’a?
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G-4

A Divorced Woman Reverting to Pre-Marriage Minhagim

I am a woman of Sephardi descent who married an Ashkenazi man, but
| am now divorced. Should | revert back to my Sephardic customs and

rulings?
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Guidelines on Warning People about Forbidden Actions

Can you give me some guidelines on when the mitzva of tochacha
(giving rebuke) applies? For example, if | am not sure if the recipient will
respond positively or negatively, should | say something?
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Calculating Ma’aser Kesafim

If one buys a home for $100,000 and sells it twenty-five years later for
$250,000, should he pay ma’aser kesafim on the net gain of $150,000,
or can he subtract from the net gain for inflation, mortgage payments,

improvements, or other matters?
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Returning a Security Deposit with a Different Currency

Q

Three years ago (2005), | rented out an apartment in Beit Shemesh and took
a security deposit of $1,000 to ensure my rights based on the agreement.
The contract designated that all payments be in US dollars, but, for the

renter’s convenience, | accepted payment of the deposit in shekels. The
rental period is over, and | want to return the deposit. He wants to receive
the same amount of shekels that he gave, which, according to the present
exchange rate, comes to much more than the $1,000 written in the

contract. How much do | owe him?

Clarification: The payment was in cash, although not stipulated in the
contract, because the renter did not have an Israeli bank account and | did

not mind.
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Reframing a Transaction to Avoid Ribbit

My son is buying a house, and | told him that, please G-d, | would

give him a present of $10,000 to help. He now needs an additional
$20,000 loan, which he is unable to receive from banks to complete the
transaction, and | can get such a loan. Am | correct that it is forbidden for
me to take the loan in my name and have him pay the bank the interest
or reimburse me? May |, instead, reduce my intended $10,000 present
to compensate for my losses on the $20,000 loan, considering that | only

made an oral pledge?
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Reframing a Transaction to Avoid Ribbit

www.eretzhemdah.org
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Drying Hands after Netilat Yadayim with a Hand Dryer

After washing one’s hands for netilat yadayim before eating bread, is it
permitted to dry one’s hands with an electric (blow) hand dryer instead of

a towel?
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Jewish Attitude Toward Veganism

The attached literature explains why we feel Jewish leaders, including rabbis,
should take a leading role in promoting vegetarianism and veganism. We
await your comments and feedback, as the rabbinic community is relatively

silent on the matter.

[We, very briefly, will summarize the issues that the question included.
Readers are invited to learn more at www.JewishVeg.com (a site that was
referenced).] The billions of farmed animals produce more greenhouse

gases than human transportation does, contributing to the looming world
ecological disaster including flooding, heat waves, and droughts in places
such as Israel. These animals require enormous amounts of water and animal
feed, much of which could feed starving people. Wasting resources in this
way violates bal tashchit (the prohibition to waste). Jews are not filling their
leadership role of tikkun olam (improving the world). Also, most farming of
animals is carried out in a cruel manner, thus violating tza’ar ba’alei chayim.
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Netilat Yadayim on Paint Stained Hands

During some volunteer painting that | was doing for a tzedaka organization, |
had a mishap that caused a significant amount of oil paint to get on my hand
and arm. After an initial washing of the hand, a significant amount of paint
remained. What am | supposed to do about netilat yadayim?
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Terumot and Ma’asrot on Spices

Does one have to take terumot and ma’asrot (tithes — hereafter, teruma)
from mint leaves or other spices that grow in Israel?
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G-13

Use of Phrase Whose Etymology is from Another Religion

| was surprised to see your column using an expression that comes from
another religion’s writings. Is that permitted?
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A Mourner Davening at a Minyan in the Same Building

If one who is sitting shiva is having difficulty gathering a minyan and
there is a minyan elsewhere in the building, is it acceptable for the avel to

go that minyan?
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May One Be a Sandek Multiple Times for One Family?

May someone serve as a sandek more than once for the same family?
Are there any halachic/minhag issues involved?
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The Date in a Ketuba of an Early Evening Wedding

| am about to have my wedding invitations printed, and | am not sure
what time the chupa should be. The mesader kiddushin is presently not
available. | am afraid that | will make the wrong decision about whether
the wedding should be before or after sunset, which, | guess, is a halachic
decision that he should make. May I set the time without consulting him?
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Holding on to Jewelry after a Broken Engagement

Our daughter was engaged, and her chatan broke off the engagement with
complaints that we know are untrue. We paid for many wedding expenses,
and his side has not agreed to pay their share. The chatan had given our
daughter an engagement ring and other jewelry, and we have received
word that his family wants them back. Are we required to return them, or
may we hold on to the jewelry until we have been compensated for our

expenses?
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Omitting Tachanun in the Presence of the Recently Remarried

We had a chatan (groom) in shul during the week after his wedding, so
we omitted Tachanun on a weekday and Av HaRachamim on Shabbat.
Someone suggested this was incorrect because both the bride and groom
had been married previously. Who is right?
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Responding to a Nondescript Summons to Beit Din

| have a monetary dispute with someone, which | have tried to settle
through compromise. Last week, | received a hazmana (summons) from
a beit din to appear on a certain date as a defendant. | am not sure that

| want to use that particular beit din, and | also do not know the extent
of the claim. If it is reasonable, | may pay to avoid a machloket and a
headache. Do | have to come to the beit din that summoned me without
any conditions, as their letter implies?
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The Morality of Searching for a Thief

there were grounds to suspect a specific camper. We considered searching

Q In our religious summer camp, some items were apparently stolen, and

the camper’s belongings to try to catch him, return the stolen objects,
prevent future thefts, and perhaps educate the offender. We decided not to

do the search, but could we have?
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Buying From the Store That Ordered an Item for You

| have been looking for a specific sefer that a rabbi of mine needs, and
| have gone to a few stores that did not have it. | called a store with
limited hours, whose owner offered to try to order it. Meanwhile, | am
pressed for time, and today | will be in Meah Shearim, with its many
sefarim stores, before the store | mentioned opens. Can | try to buy the
sefer in Meah Shearim, or am | bound to give a fair chance to the one

who said he would order it?
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Difficulty Returning Objects Left Behind

Q

| rent out an apartment, primarily for tourists for short stays. Often when
| straighten up after they have left, | find articles of varying values left
behind. | have spent numerous hours tracking down people and figuring

out how to return items, many of which | know they do not care about.
Do | have to continue expending funds (e.g., mailing, phone calls) and
especially devoting an excessive amount of time?

nw »o © PbN "ON VIV MY .4

NINJ ORI TP DWATD N22 mDNew? NS O
T2 AN LTI N T XM TP PO DXB pm Al
JI3PNT B0 DN J'\i'ip‘? [anm

a9 b 3 phn K7awIn M 5

POMY BRY 2 NON TN PR TN W T PNT
O VT N20 MWOY NI R 2T N0
02, 01D 12 PN 2T 02T R3I89 WVRY K
2T 2w MRS PN IRY

www.eretzhemdah.org

30V D g7 Kw¥p X33 ,K0) .1

ST2PT NWT PI0 NTwn 0389 DY 12732 ‘?N}JDW’ 21
jal il alattin i ot life i SECE G uln b DYTIVTY” FDY 27 30T
Mpa mr - 799 (W) QYD NI9MAY W — "I
AT - AWy DY LaMap v - e 09
SJ3MMY 27 AWRT L DT AW 3% %y — "I N
RON — 7N "7 02 U ‘?}J NON DO 1am RO
‘?}J DT ITNRYAY (RN NON — 213979 NPT O
Niaialaniivie juihiapl 173y N9 ,7n ™M

KX VD N P35 NTIN N NND .2

12908 DI TN 12 2D1Y 2T TN NXWT
FI20T TID PN 02 MR ANT 8D mxpow 12072
Raint Wniihinl e nivdivs)

N 'VD 1107 #D LOWY WIN TV INOW .3
228 S RYT ON D372 VWY 20T TN AR
AT MY INONDDN P13 ORI pDYY T DN
DN A% MR KD AT ARD MY 78 MEm
Sy 913 53190 1MW 12 N3 KON NTOEMY 3T

J12 PO I TTOROM ININD

Living the Halachic Process Vol. IV



N
ot
Tan

Damages to a Borrowed Chair on Purim

My friend borrowed chairs from me for his Purim seuda. One of his
guests, while intoxicated, jumped on a chair and broke it. Does one
have to pay for damages he causes during mitzva-sanctioned reveling?

<<

FTONS) NI TPIONT ON 8Yan KO 9awa noNwe
D TR NP NN IR KON D N
FTONDIIT YIT NN 2T 772 Nwyd e K5 NI
DO TOND 12 WY Y ORY 9nawa oNwe
Rabinialavipl taivil s il Ny pivavdinin valgial bini
FININD 1DRT TN I FTONDI NN NPT 13990
WA 2N TIOR3, N0 wHN TN TN
SN 9D 070 N 9921 o2 12

) YD PY 1D LOWH 1IN TV NI .6
DMADY PO NPT AT T2 1N SN2 SN
DY MW I MDINT NPT NPT N T NN

1P ROT 1T NPID T PP W an JTOND NI TN
DN 19 NDW WHNW TUTT DO NO2 AN MWTT LONSH nmnm
,DY20Y AT NI TN SRWINT 928 LN DWa ) M
DM DINT O N2T TONSD DA M DMApT mooN

L) 1T NEDD 901, TONTIN

pY "D LOWY yWYIN qOY N3 .7

70 OR NOR 0D 1NY 12T TR 13927 N0 T
PI2T O TP BT WIDN ,7Wnn O8N NP NN
12958 101 7T W D90 ORWT 2NOw 01T pana
DYIAR 02T P2 ;997 09O 2vT 21T DN DINI
1M T SR ON 2R ITOND NP KOW DINIY
O8 228 ;7D 11 T —NWNIT KT N0 72 e
29T T T T2 WA NN W A2 Y omp ann
T LONWT PRIB2 2NOW 1T WO IO pranam .ovwd
TIPIRG IND FTORTD NNON TNNT 3MNNT 8T A
ST IO PN PIM [] 0% NP LINDNY 8002
RYT DWNT IRODT 23 5P A8 2N XY DD N
DD TNN D L0 B72) DN Y I NI YD m
20D YT LIT2] O3 VTN DIPH 20T IRWT TN
TPWHI ND 92K DDIND 2T ONT ONWT O
NI TONDIT FIPRWIW 712 YWD NWH 1N, 2NN
NIXDW DRI AR 70 TN 21205 710 AR
JTONDIT

L YD NYw 7D LOWH 1w wiad .8

NN TP 0 10T ARTPS Do oM
Fainielvdivivgininink Sa b vialk )i yinialvalislini A mhikitalal)
IR DIV TIT NN TN ORYLPI0D 10 1303 R
SR RYT AT TR0 SNWIT PN MR SR 10
23 9 ART % DOWO AN AN KYT DI DN w
TV DWOW SINWIT DT 1D LD MM KIT 0N
DR T TIMBY FTOND DRI TNND Y T 08
AT DWW MO TN anD Yo P Nt Nl

www.eretzhemdah.org

X Y n»n 97 1210 ,XI0) .1
JITIINNN PN A0 NN prm npin T

ow moomn

PR PN N — JTIRY PWRRIW NI T
Q272 PRI S TIMNR PO 7T D9
DD 12 W3 PO KON DYw 00T own N O
DM TNIRD T8N TIPS W .DINMIP D 0 — Y
PYNPT T DY T DMWY NN ARTPY D002 DA
13 O LD [T DD 19 9PPPM N 1han 5w 1Taa
FINN RS PRINNT MO WY TP AT DN Dnnn
e DDA W T DOV D0 990

3’V N¥IN P0 O¥N NIXK K"DT .2

DOWoM D 29999 ARRY 1O 1730 NN TN DY ANT DN N

T, P Ow NMI3 NHwp

192 78p% 2173 PIVT 2 POM 722 — 9% P anT [
MBS ITID PNT PTEPR 2173 PINIDT NN 3 Il
2173 P2

22N FIINW FON WYY D - 29D DR o [
29T PP 0 O

Y YD YN 0 O NIN NN T .3
DT 1T NN TN P ONT DN BT aN0 MY
7190 NO® LAm90 A 8D Ty - DOwOn T oMIp
132012 D221 PWT SITIYIT OMY mMnwS 10 8N piund
WNNYD PWY STYPY D D BEWH W3 M
9 00 MBS DA BN PR Y 95 7127 0
129081 DOWS 2% PRI MDY 1091 ,pID Naw Ty

L7 P7D DTN 1301 QINT PrID 2N NI 12

»D ONIaAK WK O"N NNK OTIN 1D 4
T P’D NYIN

AN 113102 928 113102 89w 13T .OTIAN 1A Y BN
ROWT DM ORWD DD NI ONDT 2T 13m0 P
M NDODH DMIHT 21N 8YYa 302

N VD DY D LOWH 1WIN T INHW .5
711D 1792 IDINIT DOBOMD N TN A SN
MM AT PO PN IV LTIV R DWW N DY
TN NI T2 PN 210D 92 92K TN 122

<<

Living the Halachic Process Vol. IV



-6

Responsibility for Damage by Mysterious Fire

[The following is adapted from part of a din Torah ruling under our beit
din’s auspices in which this author sat as a dayan.] Reuven hired Shimon
to move household items. Due to the large quantity of items, in addition

to the moving truck, Shimon used a trailer-car that was pulled along. The
packers improperly put more and heavier objects in the trailer than in the
truck, apparently beyond its legal weight. This could have caused the tires
to blow out and increased the likelihood of an accident, which would have
caused minimal damage to the load, considering that it contained primarily
non-breakable items. Instead, during the drive, a fire broke out in the
trailer, which destroyed almost all of its contents within minutes, despite
diligent efforts to put out the fire and save the items. Neither side was able
to provide a logical explanation for how the fire started. Does Shimon’s
negligence (p’shiya) regarding one element of his work obligate him to pay
for a likely unrelated eventual damage?
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Was Payment Made?

In my yeshiva, there is a madrich who is the middleman between a
laundromat and students; he pays the laundromat and is reimbursed by
us. He keeps a ledger of how much we owe, and we usually pay after
they return the laundry. He then crosses out the entry in the ledger.
Recently, | used the system and although | am sure that | paid, he did not
erase the debt. (I think the ledger was not available when | paid.) He is
certain that | did not pay. Must | pay a second time, as he requests?

| am asking this with my madrich’s blessing. While we may work things
out on our own, we want to know the halacha.
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A Roommate Paying for Failing to Lock the Door

My roommate, Reuven, and | disagreed regarding whether it is necessary
to lock our dorm room when leaving, and he often does not bother or
remember to do so. Recently, some things were stolen from our room
after he left it unlocked. | think he should pay me for them, as his attitude
was proven overly optimistic at my expense. While | am not going to sue
him, | would like to know if | have a right to ask him for compensation.
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Systems to Make a Will Binding

| am working on composing a client’s will in a manner that it should be
halachically valid. He wants the contents of his home to be divided among
his children in the following way: They should divide the contents by
consensus. Regarding items about which an agreement is not reached, a
system of drawing lots should be used, whereby whoever wins the lottery

gets the object.

How can this be phrased so that it will be halachically binding, as there
seems to be a problem of bereira (retroactive determination) when giving
objects to an as of yet undetermined person?
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Using Other People’s Religious Articles

| give a handyman a lot of work and pay him at a generous hourly rate,
trusting him to report the hours. It has now come to my attention that he
charges me for things that | do not think are right. This includes the time
he spends asking experts how to do things and the time and “wear and
tear” on the car when he picks up things for me. | told him that | thought
that those things, which are not his work itself, should be on his account,
yet he keeps on charging me. Can he do that after | told him that he

should not be charging?
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Finding a Credit Note

| found a credit note of an (Israeli) supermarket in that supermarket. May

| use it?
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