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The Laws of Bishul shiur #

Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food
to the Heat Source on Shabbat

Shiur # 16

In the previous Shiurim we learned about the details of bishul after bishul. We learned that there
is no bishul after bishulfor dry foods once the food has reached a certain level of cooking; we also
discussed the issues surrounding bishul after bishul for liquids; and bishul after baking and
grilling.

In this Shiur we will discuss whether food may be heated up according to Rabbanan guidelines,
even when there is no concern that there may be an issur d’Oraita of bishul.

Placing Cooked Food on the Fire on Shabbat

In Shiur 13 we discussed the issur d’Rabbanan against putting food in a place where it could
eventually reach yad soledet. In that context we saw the following Gemara:
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In that Shiur we saw a discussion about whether food may be placed near a heat source on Shabbat.
The Rishonim learn from the above Gemara that, even in a situation where the prohibition of bishul
does not apply (such as where the food already underwent bishul), and irrespective of the problem of
placing food in an area where it can reach yad soledet, there is a issur d’Rabbanan against placing
food directly on the fire:

2 MY 1 97 NIV NN X”AYIN SVIPN
NPNY NP2 PINND MON 1IN DD HYWAMVY PWIAN 1IN RNT ,2WA0D IXIY 2910 NONR WNHN UND ) DY
.7252 DIYTHN TR RON NI IPNN KDY .PWIND 1PN ,NDPNNID NND 1DV 51 ,NMLP) NN

This is also the Ran’s opinion. The Rosh forbids this for a different reason:
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The Rosh points out that there appears to be a contradiction between the two beraitot. One beraita
states that it is permitted to place water next to a fire, while the other one forbids placing cooked
food on a Kirah (a type of oven).
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat

The Rosh explains that if it would be permitted to put food directly on the fire, then people might
inadvertently stoke the coals in order to strengthen the fire, which would be an issur dOraita of
havarah, kindling. This is also Tosafot's opinion (Shabbat 38b “Pinah”).

We therefore see that there are two reasons given by the Rishonim for the issur d’Rabbanan against
placing food directly on the fire, even if there is no issue of bishut

Rashba and Ran: It is forbidden due to the appearance of bishul
Rosh and Tosafot: It is forbidden due to the concern that one might stoke the coals.
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In the first Shiur of the bishul series, we learned that it is forbidden to effect bishul if the food was not

fully cooked before Shabbat. In the next Shiur we learned that it is forbidden to heat up cold liquids

on Shabbat, even if they had previously been fully cooked, because there is bishul after bishul for
liquids.

Now we are learning that even fully cooked dry foods may not be heated up directly on a fire, only
next to one. This is an issur d’Rabbanan for one of two reasons: the appearance of bishul or the
concern that one will stoke the coals.
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Does this halacha also apply to food that was recently on the fire, briefly removed, and now one
wants to return it to the fire? Such a situation is referred to as chazara.

Returning Food to the Fire (as long as the coals are removed or covered)
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat

This Mishna opens with the laws of shehiya, placing cooking food on an oven before Shabbat so that
it will continue cooking on Shabbat. We will discuss these Halachot at length once we conclude the
laws of bishut.

The end of the Mishna brings a disagreement about the permissibility of returning food to the fire,
chazara, on Shabbat. According to Beit Hillel, who the halacha follows, it is permitted to return food if
the conditions of the beginning of the Mishna are met (either that the oven was burning straw, which
does not produce coal, or it was burning coal, but it was removed or covered over).

Why s it forbidden to return food to a fire that has exposed coals? We find different opinions in the
Rishonim that correspond with our discussion above:
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This is the same Rashba we saw above. He explains that both placing food on a fire on Shabbat and
returning food to a fire on Shabbat are forbidden because it gives the impression that one is cooking.
However, his wording implies that even though the two acts are both forbidden for the same reason,
the extent of the prohibition is slightly different. In a situation where one wants to put food that was
not recently on the fire, onto the fire, then one must be stringent and only place the food near the
fire. In a situation where the food was recently on the fire, and one wants to return it, it is permitted as
long as the coals are removed or covered.

Note that the above Rashi also explains that it is forbidden to return food because of the appearance
of cooking. Other Rishonim, however, give a different explanation:
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According to Rashi and the Rashba, returning food to the fire is prohibited because it gives the
appearance of cooking.

According to Rabbeinu Tam and the Baal Hamaor, returning food to the fire is prohibited because of
the concern that one will come to stoke the coals®.

To summarize so far:

It is permitted to return cooking food (referred to as chazara) to the place where it was recently
cooking if the coals are removed or covered.

It is permitted to place fully cooked food (even food that was stored in the refrigerator) near a fire,
but not directly on the fire.

The first condition that Chazal instituted about returning food to the fire is that the coals are removed
or covered over (this is all assuming that the food is dry and already fully cooked, otherwise there
could be a much more serious issue of violating bishul d'Oraita). Later on (Daf 38b), the Gemara
mentions other conditions that need to be met in order to permit returning food to the fire, which we
will discuss in the next shiur. In this shiur we will further discuss these first two conditions and the
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat

relationship between them; what is considered removing and covering the coals and what is
considered “next to the fire."

The Parameters of “Coals that are Removed or Covered”

We saw in the above Mishna that it is permitted to return food to the fire if the coals are removed or
covered, so that the heat that radiates from them is minimized.

Are other methods of removing the degree of the heat source acceptable, particularly in the modern
world where there are typically other ways to reduce the heat source?

% Harchavot — Are we concerned about stoking coals in a gas oven?
Rav Moshe Feinstein writes:
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The Mishna says that removal of coal from the ovens would not suffice. Rav Feinstein explains that in
those kinds of ovens, this was a usual practice, considering the tremendous heat those ovens
maintained. This shows that the parameters of “removal or covering” depend on whether they are
done specifically for Shabbat, or is it possible that they are done for other reasons.

Having defined that, we will explore how the Poskim apply the Mishna's examples to our modern
world. We will define what is considered removing or covering the heat source and what is considered
“next to the fire."

“Fire” that cannot be Increased Beyond a Certain Point

The prohibition against returning food to the fire was instituted in a time when cooking was done
with coals, which could be stoked in order to increase their heat. Our modern stoves, however, cannot
be heated above a certain temperature. Does the prohibition still exist in such a situation?
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Meaning, this is a general prohibition, even in situations that differ from the original situation of coals.

Using a Metal Covering (a “Blech”)

One might think that the idea of a Blech, a metal sheet that covers the flame of a stove, is a modern
invention. In fact, it has its roots in the Rishonim:
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat

The Mordechai is discussing a situation where one needs to distance his food from the flame, and one
therefore wants to take the cooking food off, put an empty pot on top of the flame, and then put the
cooking food back. In order for this to be permitted one needs to fulfill the conditions of chazara,
namely, the coals must be removed or covered. Covering the flame with an empty pot has two
benefits; it distances the food from the flame, and it covers the flame, thereby fulfilling the condition
of chazara.

Most Rishonim understand that it is similarly permitted to cover the flame with a metal sheet.
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Rav Feinstein explained earlier that a flame is considered “covered” only if it is not customary to lower
the temperature that way. Meaning, it is not sufficient to turn the knob of the gas (A0 ND1**) on low,
since that is something that is normally done while cooking. It is not normal, however, to cover the
flame with a sheet of metal, and that is therefore a Halachically acceptable way of covering the flame.

The Chazon Ish, however, disagrees with this approach, and explains the difference between an empty
pot and a sheet of metal:

© P79 1911290 89N NN YWIN N
MM VAN ,N2IN DIND NN LYNN ON T2 DIV TIT PRY NIPY RINT IR 7P NPT PON MINT RN
POAN YN K MINY 1NN I9TT 1OV 531 N2 DY 5551 XN T DD DIND LYNN YN TIAI1DVTY

He continues:
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The Chazon Ish explains that an empty pot is effective, because it has two benefits:
1) It is not a typical way of cooking.

2) The pot significantly minimizes the heat from the flame. He therefore suggests that a Blech does
not sufficiently minimize the heat and is therefore not an acceptable method of covering the flame,
and s viewed instead as merely a cover to the stove.

Rav Wosner explains why he does not accept the Chazon Ish’s position:

NS 11900 N PHN NN VAV NIV
179N MDY PN DNIT (MMPR) dNIIT NN DY INIAND DY 952 POY PRIWNY DMNIN NDIN XIN DNN
725 NNA PN NNT AN OV NN NOTT PRY NPIN DY 7P NITP DOWNIA )0 PRY 11 ,NITP N Moo
WNXT (URD DYN) VIVVAN DY DIPYNIY DIITHIN OXNY MNNY PTN XIN 19 DX, 0V NPND 927 PRI NDIDN UNRNY

1791 HY 53710 N30 59 Pt

The Chazon Ish is correct that the cover of a stove is not considered a proper cover of the flame, but
that is because nothing unusual is being done to the flame. A blech, however, is not usually used for
cooking, and it is therefore considered a proper cover. The Chazon Ish holds that a proper cover must
(1) cause the cooking to be done in an unusual way and (2) significantly minimize the heat from the
flame. The Shevet Halevi holds that it is sufficient for the flame to be covered in an unusual way.
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat

It is possible that these two perspectives relate to different ways of understanding the above
Mordechai. The Shulchan Aruch Harav (Kuntrus Acharon, siman 253 sif katan 10) writes that the
Mordechal's leniency refers to placing the pot of food into an empty pot. Meaning, the empty pot is in
an upright position, and the pot of food is placed inside. If so, only the width of the bottom of the
empty pot, which is comparable to a metal sheet, separates the pot of food from the flame. The
Chazon Ish, in contrast, seems to understand that the empty pot is inverted, in which case there is
significant distance between the pot of food and the flame.

A Shabbat Plata
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Rav Hadaya (the author of the Yaskil Avdi) forbids using an electric hot plate (Plata) for two reasons:
1) There is significant concern that one will unwittingly plug it in on Shabbat.
2) The entire Plata heats up and is therefore considered the same as a fire.

The second reason recalls the Chazon Ish: that something is only considered an adequate cover if it
significantly reduces the fire's heat. Later, however, Rav Hadaya changes his mind:

N N NI 11350 BN NN T PIN 272y IV NHY

VPNV DT DIVN ,99YNN YVIN NN NDINN NI DNY YWY IYNI N ,NAYA NVRDIN DY NINN MONRD OV ONANd
AU7Y 921NN KDY ,POON DV NWYIY 150V PNNN DL XPIT NI POONA

17 DY — 20 HN NN NN N DX PRI )NV NIV N2 DOVNHNYNI DNOY 1D D29 2D YNINIA NNY MM
NORDY” NMN PP, NIV YIDY DY NDPNNITN MIYY RO I NNISY 19N ,NIDN YT YNNI PNND 1DN0
PMONM) ... MO HY D272 DY WNNYND NI XY ,NAY DPNY OTX 3D 10 N1 3110 ,)oV 1)1PON) ./NaY HY
,DVT 00 YT DY NN DY NN RITY NN NN NN MY OINN WWN N2 PRI, PYD 59 TR NPX UNNY
VAN N ,NONIID IND 12 KD .NYTN ROY 1IN YN MK IOV 51DY 2N DR, NIV DPNIY 1DP0 XIN DOVNT G
DAY ORIV DD DTN DITY INY YO0 IO PR 1IN ,)D DYD MIVYY 119101 ,)9IX DIV NDIIN NIXIND

He goes on to suggest that even the Chazon Ish, who was stringent regarding a Blech, would permit
using a Plata:
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Rav Hadaya explains that a Plata has two benefits:
1) The heating elements are completely inaccessible.

2) It is specifically designed for use on Shabbat, and therefore serves as a reminder that one must not
violate Shabbat while heating food.

As Rav Hadaya writes, the use of the Plata is universally accepted.
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat
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Note the disparity between the question and the answer.

The question is: Is a Plata is equivalent to covering the coals (or perhaps not, since the cover is part of
the object used to heat the food).

while the answer explains that a Plata is equivalent to heating food without any coals, as there is
nothing in a Plata that can be “stoked.”
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To summarize the issue of covering or removing coals:

Rav Moshe Feinstein explains that “coals” are only considered “covered” if the covering is not typical
of the cooking process. Therefore, even if one lowers the knob** to the lowest setting, the flame is not
considered “covered,” since doing so is typical of the cooking process.

The Poskim discuss several contemporary suggestions for “covering the coals:”

I.  One might suggest that if the stove is on the highest possible heat then there is no concern that
one will “stoke the coals” (i.e.-adjust the heat with the knob), since it is impossible to increase
the heat. Still, Rav Moshe Feinstein rejects this suggestion by arguing that the Rabbis instituted
a general prohibition.

Il. A Blech: The Mordechai writes that one is permitted to cover the fire with an empty pot and
put the pot of food on top. The Kaf Hachaim and Rav Moshe Feinstein write that a metal sheet,
a Blech, is also an acceptable way to cover the fire, as the Blech also distances the food from
the fire. The Chazon Ish argues that a metal sheet is only considered a cover for the stove, and a
Blech is therefore not an effective way of covering the fire. The Chazon Ish explains that the
Mordechai permits returning food onto an empty pot because an empty pot both significantly
diminishes the heat from the fire and is also an unusual way of heating food. Rav Wosner
writes that we do not consider a Blech a cover for the stove, since it is designed specifically for
Shabbat, as a way to cover the fire. (It is possible that they are arguing about the Mordechai’s
intention: is he discussing placing the pot of food into an empty pot or on top of an inverted
one?)

I1l. A Plata: Rav Hadaya initially writes that there are two reasons to be stringent;: 1) there is the
concern that one will plug the Plata in on Shabbat, and 2) the Plata itself is a heat source and
therefore cannot also serve as a cover. Later, however, Rav Hadaya is lenient for two reasons:
1) a Plata provides no access at all to the heat source, and 2) it is designed specifically for
Shabbat. Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank writes that there is no comparison between the original
situation of coals and a non-adjustable Plata, and therefore no reason to forbid. Rav Shlomo
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat

Zalman Auerbach is lenient because a Plata is not adjustable, and because it is designed to heat
up food and not to cook.
At the beginning of the Shiur we explained that food that was not cooking before Shabbat may only
be heated near the fire, while food that was cooking before Shabbat may be returned to the fire as
long as the coals are covered or removed. Until now we have discussed the Halachot of covering or
removing the coals, and we will now discuss what is considered "next to the fire.”

On Top of a Pot
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The Rashba rules that placing food on top of a pot of food cooking on the fire is comparable to
placing food next to the fire.
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Rabbeinu Yerucham writes that there are different opinions regarding whether placing food on top of
a pot of cooking water is comparable to placing food near the fire, and permitted (assuming that the
food is fully cooked and dry), like the Rashba, or whether it is comparable to placing it on the fire
itself and therefore forbidden. Rabbeinu Yerucham's inclination is to be lenient, like the Rashba. What
is the Shuchan Aruch’s opinion?
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D57 71279 TIONR 1D N9 PRV AV 12 YWY DOWIAN KIN ON D7D AP IR PYURI ;IDIN NHYY

The Shulchan Aruch quotes the Rabbeinu Yerucham, including his preference for the lenient
approach. Similarly, in siman 253 he quotes the lenient ruling of the Rashba:

990 239 1100 NAY MITN BN NIN Y INHIVY
97 ,1910NY 1N XX WHOTIND 1D 10T DI NIV 27YN HWIANIY DWIAN NIV PN NP 29 DY NNY 9NN
792 9112 TIT PRY

However, elsewhere in that siman, the Shulchan Aruch gives a different impression:

) 9250 339 120 NAY MY 0N NIN TIIY INNHY
177019 DY NP MY NITP NNNDY PONY 91D AN NYTP 19 RN )NIDPWIAN NMTRNY IR 19122 DOVNN
PO NPTPN X2 DY NN PVWANNY NP TPN DI IN)
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat

In this sif the Shulchan Aruch cites the Mordechat’s ruling, which we saw above. The Mordechai,
however, rules that an empty pot can be considered a cover for the fire, and therefore permits
returning cooking food to the fire, but it seemingly is not considered “next to the fire” which would
have permitted even putting food there that was not cooking previously.

In siman 318 there is also a surprising sif
T 90V NV 112D NAY MITN DN NIN IV INHIVY

YN Y URD DY NNNNN YD IR ,NNNVN NPTP 22 DY DN 927 )12 YW DD NMIND YT RNT DXV ¥
ION D2WY ,UNN DY NNNNN DD DXY DXVIIN

The Shulchan Aruch cites two opinions that seem to be the same as the two opinions cited by
Rabbeinu Yerucham, and for which the Shulchan Aruch ruled leniently.

However, the Shulchan Aruch does not decide between the two opinions here!
To summarize the various rulings of the Shulchan Aruch:

In siman 253 sif 3, the Shulchan Aruch brings the ruling of the Mordechai that permits returning
cooking food to the fire when an empty pot separates the fire from the pot of food.

In sif 5 of that siman, the Shulchan Aruch permits placing food that was not cooking before Shabbat,
on top of a pot of food that is cooking. This implies that when there is a pot of food that is cooking,
placing another pot on that pot is comparable to placing food “near the fire.”

In siman 318 sif 8, the Shulchan Aruch brings two different opinions about placing food on top of a
pot of hot water, and he rules leniently. There too he is discussing placing cooked, dry food that was
not cooking before Shabbat on top of the pot. Meaning, such a situation is considered only “near the
fire” and is therefore permitted.

In the same siman, in sif7, the Shulchan Aruch brings the same two opinions that he brought in sif8
and does not rule between them.

What, then, is the Shulchan Aruch'’s position?

1. Dagul Merevava — depends on whether it is a normal cooking method

N 7Y V? 41 NAY NIVN 97990 Y 179D
IN 177D 723 DY NIV NN INNY N2 NI WYTRIND 1D 177D 52) DY MOND 1977 PRY NNT 19 D) IWIN)
DNHNTMY D2WA RON NYYI 1IRY NN 12TV ID ¥ PHRLSN XINY DI 5192 5W NDD 1) DY

The Ran suggests that it may be permitted to heat up food directly on a fire (on a Kirah) if that food is
never cooked directly on such a fire, since it is therefore clear that one is merely warming up the food
and not cooking it. This implies that it is permitted to warm up foods “next to the fire,” because there
is not an appearance of cooking. The Ran therefore explains that some foods may be warmed up on
the fire if there is no appearance of cooking. The Dagul Merevava (the glosses of the Nodeh Biyehuda
on the Shulchan Aruch) uses this approach to explain the Shulchan Aruch’s position:

)Y P79 DNIAN PND Y 1759 11350 D229 YT
YITRIAY NI 179N ANIW DYLN TN YITRINL DIPN 991,11 TP PON NN XYT D1DN DIDINA NYTY D)
NN NAY 1 KD T 100NY KON DY NN IDRY 120,77 223 DY IMORY 1977 PRY 72T NI

The Biur Halacha argues with this approach, since he suggests that this explanation of the Ran was
not accepted:

NOW 9D * 179 ) °¥D X9 11350 NOYD INA
NITD 1790 NVOW DY MY NP XD 1aNHNNT 21T PRYT XN
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat

Firstly, the Poskim do not accept this understanding of the Ran, and it is therefore difficult to suggest
that this is the Shulchan Aruch’s opinion. Secondly, even the Dagul Merevava believes that this
explanation will not resolve all of the issues in the Shulchan Aruch, and in order to explain the
Shulchan Aruch in siman 318 the Dagul Merevava cites the Magen Avraham:

2. Magen Avraham — It Depends if the Food is Dry or Liquid

19 PO NV 3P0 DNIAN N

— 99 W 7 PYD 373 YD T 2N WYY NI NAT,PINY 7T PYD DY 12 277 Y7190 KY N9 )0y TN
IDPAN ,NPTP ) DY NID NON HVIAN DA, NN NN NTYT ,NPTP 22X DY NINNIY NN IMN DN NPT
NN NIN IMN PRI ,IP XINYI POY 1N XNDY ININDT 2102 DIVN 1 PRY DN NIN

The Magen Avraham distinguishes between dry grilled foods and cooked foods that have liquid, It is
permitted to place dry food on top of a pot of food on the fire. However, if the food has liquid it is
forbidden out of concern that one may come to violate bishul after bishul

The Magen Avraham himself rules leniently, not according to his explanation of the Shulchan Aruch:

19 P79 NV 11920 DN9AN 1IN
DN 20N DY 11D MW ;NI NI PTY ,NPOIN NPTPNT IPIT D70 YRWNT ,OPnd ¥ DIPN DoN)

The Magen Avraham explains that one may place even food with liquid on top of a pot of cooking
food (as long as the liquid is still warm).

The Magen Avraham explains that the Shulchan Aruch permits placing food on top of a pot of
cooking food as long as the top food is dry, while food with liquid may only be returned to the fire if
the conditions of chazara apply. The Magen Avraham himself, however, believes that placing any kind
of food on top of a pot of cooking food is always considered placing it “near the fire” and therefore
permitted (assuming there is no problem of bishul after bishul).

This also appears to be the position of Rav Dovid Ortenberg (the Rav of Berditchev and prominent
Rav of the Boyaner Chassidut from the 19" and early 20™ century):

N IN X3 1120 NTHD NYNN
NOY NANRYN 723 DY 191,0ITN PRIN MY XD NP NPTP IDINT ,INIIAN

The Magen Avraham focuses on the apparent contradiction between sif 7 and sif 8, while other
Poskim do not seem concerned by this:

)9 PO NIY D 118N WY

, DN NS XD ¥ P XIN IPOY IR NYNIT 12NNN ANOY NNT,012 POND NONNN NXITY DNIAN PN Py
TAN PIYT MLV DNYT NN XD 1) 2ITIN IINN 19D 1) NI PHND DIAN /T PYD ¥I1ON KD 7o
1T PYO DY DI ORP N PYD T NIV NYIIM ,NIN

Most of the Poskim understand that there is no contradiction in the Shulchan Aruch and the Shulchan
Aruch is lenient in all cases, even though he is only explicitly lenient in sif8.

3. Pri Megadim: It Depends on whether the Pot is Full or Empty

3
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat

299 19°0 BN HYN 0N NIIN 821 299
G ,NIY 29YN IDINY NN WITRIO NPT 1) DY JNI UK 7PNIND N2INA 22N WY N TP 22 DY DWINYD
Y1) DY DYIND ) PYD) .ADNNDY G AN NI IONRDD NI XY, DI TIT DT PR L,NDNND MNT 2) DY
,IVPY NI NI P MIN KD N TMIPIY 11D DIPN 9910 INNND DY 7PN GNY,INY NNV NP NP
N TPIY P NONR NINNID DIPN YN

The Pri Megadim distinguishes between placing food on top of an empty pot and on top of a pot full
of cooking food. An empty pot of food is merely considered like a cover, in which case it is permitted
to put food on top only if the conditions of chazara are fulfilled. However, if there is a pot of food
cooking, it is not merely considered a cover, but a successful means of distancing another pot of food
from the fire, as this is not a normal way to cook food. (Perhaps we also hold that the food on top is
being heated by the pot below and not directly by the fire). Therefore, it is permitted to put any
cooked food on top of a pot of cooking food, just like it is permitted to put any cooked food next to a
fire.

The Tosefet Shabbat (siman 253 sifKatan 42) and Mishna Berura rule like the Pri Megadim:

9919 D79 ) PIP0 19 120 NaYN IN*A

,2OVIAN IN PHN NITP 2 DY NTMYA MIMRY N PYDIT NI ,0Y0 202 NOVIPN 1T 2W»Y DITHN 1192 SNNNN
TP NITRPNY MY 1D PRY NN .NAYA NONNDY 1D G NN DN N7 22D DY T0Ivd 555 avn) XD
,TINIVPY NI NI IRWD P N OIT HY NI TOWYI , 0N T2 DD 1PN ROV NN DIN NN DINDY P71 DTN
MM 7PN L,DPVAN N YWY NITR DY Ty OV TN 71PN DX NNNY .NDNNID DPVAN Nava 1Yoy 110 NONRT
9NN NIV GR T NITP RNDDY Y9135 7Py 10D

The Implications of this Dispute for a Plata

)% NIYN — NIWA HIYIA 3T - H P9 MIYN - 3 PYN 118 IN NIV
NVY92 D) HYWIAND TN YYN ¥ DIPN DN .ANN> XNY DN THOY XY ... DIVPY G DT NS NDIMY NV
.N2v1a DONND DY DY TPY PRI, RV NYTO WIND WM 5INA 75 DAY TITY 11D NS NDINI)

Rav Abba Shaul explains that a Plata is considered a covered fire, and it is therefore permitted to
return cooking food to a Plata, but not to put food on it from the refrigerator. He forbids this, because
such an act would have the appearance of bishul

19 1290 2 PUN NYT NIN? Y
P NITP ) DY NN NIMT,MONYN NVNXD Y1) DY NMINN

Rav Ovadiah’s premise is that a Plata has the status of an empty pot. He therefore concludes:
SNORY WY L. DYDY DD TINYIL NI MV MY DYI0N ... (9PYD NXRANY N1 PNN NNX) DXTHN 2190 2Nd

Since the Pri Megadim and Mishna Berura rule stringently and forbid placing food on an empty pot,
one must also be stringent and not put food on a Plata (if the conditions of chazara aren't fulfilled),
but he continues:

12PAN) NITP 22X DY NAYIA INNDNY IMN ,PIN IDAN WD DOWIANY ... ND H¥AN P2 132 PONN ONIAX PN OIN
NOND DY Y HYVAN NIV NNINY IMN DT 299) (1272 IOPIY DXPDIdNN NND TIY MTIY 2970 XN N ... (NP
V2 NINY DOWIAND NITRD 9NVNN YOIN P P09 NONRIN KW NIM DININ ,1PDNYN

Meaning, a Plata is considered an empty pot.

According to those who rule like the Pri Megadim, it is therefore forbidden to put any type of food
directly on the Plata if the conditions of chazara are not fulfilled.

According to those who rule like the Magen Avraham, in regard to dry food, we can view the Plata as
having the status as "near the fire,” and one may therefore permit heating dry cooked foods even if
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat

they came from the refrigerator. (It is worth remembering that Rav Ovadia considers foods that are
mostly solid as dry).

N9 999 N P9 (VHYN NNTHN) NNIYND NAY NYNIY
D5 5¥12n NI AN ,DOVWAN N2 WOV NPTP NIV NDXNNDY 71POY NNY PN ... NAVYD NTNYH NYONYN NV
NN NANY P INIMID OX IPAN 1N

He later brings a leniency even for those who follow the Pri Megadim:

12 PYO OV
YND DY NPT 22) DY MDY 90N
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Meaning, even according to the Pri Megadim, an empty pot is considered a cover for the fire and can
therefore only be used for chazara, only if the empty pot's function is to reduce the fire's heat. If,
however, the empty pot serves as an unusual way to warm up the food, then we view the food on the
empty pot on the Plata, as being merely “near the fire” and it is permitted to heat up food, even from
the refrigerator, in such a manner.

The footnotes to the Shevet Halevi also permit heating up food on an empty pot on a Blech. This is
due in part to the position of the Tehilla L'David, who rules like the Magen Avraham:

NS 1250 N9 X PYN MYN VAY NIV
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Summary
The Rishonim learn from the Gemara in Shabbat (40b) that even if there is no issue of bishul itself, it

is forbidden to place food directly on the fire, and it is permitted to heat up food only “near the fire.”
The Rishonim offer two explanations for this:

Rashba: Due to the appearance of bishul.

Rosh: Due to the concern that one may stoke the coals.

The Mishna (36b) cites the Beit Hillel’s ruling: that cooking food may be returned to a fire if its coals
are removed or covered.

In addition, it is permitted to place cooked food that is not warm near the fire, but not on the fire.

In this shiur we discussed the rules of removing or covering the coals and of placing food near the fire.
We will discuss other conditions for returning food to the fire in the next shiur.
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Shiur #16 — Placing Food Near the Heat Source and Returning Food to the Heat Source on Shabbat

The Parameters of “Removed or Covered.”

Rav Moshe Feinstein explains that “coals” are only considered “covered” if the covering is not typical
of the cooking process. Therefore, even if one lowers the knob ** to the lowest setting, one cannot
view the flame as being “covered,” since this is typical of the cooking process.

The Poskim discuss several contemporary suggestions for “covering the coals™ :

1. One might suggest that if the stove is on the highest possible heat then there is no concern that one
will “stoke the coals” (i.e.-adjust the heat with the knob), since it is impossible to increase the heat.
Still, Rav Moshe Feinstein rejects this suggestion by arguing that the Rabbis instituted a general
prohibition.

2. A Blech: The Mordechai writes that one is permitted to cover the fire with an empty pot and place
the pot of food on top. The Kaf Hachaim and Rav Moshe Feinstein write that a metal sheet, a Blech, is
also an acceptable way to cover the fire, as the Blech also distances the food from the fire. The Chazon
Ish argues that a metal sheet is merely considered a cover to the stove, and a Blech is therefore not an
effective way of covering the fire. The Chazon Ish explains that the Mordechai permits returning food
to the top of an empty pot, since an empty pot both significantly diminishes the heat from the fire and
is also an unusual way of heating food. Rav Wosner writes that we do not view a Blech as being
merely a cover to the stove, since it is specifically designed to cover the fire on Shabbat. (It is possible
that they are arguing about the Mordechai’s intention - is he referring to placing the pot of food into an
empty pot, or on top of an inverted one?)

3.A Plata: Rav Hadaya initially writes that there are two reasons to be stringent; there is the concern
that one will plug the Plata in on Shabbat, and the Plata itself is the source of the heat and therefore
cannot also serve as a cover. Later, however, he is lenient for two reasons: there is no access to the heat
source of a Plata, and it is designed specifically for Shabbat. Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank writes that coals
and a non-adjustable Plata are not comparable heat sources and there is therefore no reason to forbid.
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach is lenient because a Plata is not adjustable, and because it is designed to
heat up food and not to cook.

The Parameters of “Near the Fire” — On Top of a Pot

The Gemara in Shabbat (51b) brings a beraita that permits placing a pot of water on top of a cooking
pot of water or a pot of food on top of a cooking pot of food.

The Rashba writes that such an act is defined as being “near the fire” and is always permitted.
Rabbeinu Yerucham, however, brings that this is a matter of dispute.

The Shulchan Aruch in siman 318 sif 8 brings the two opinions from Rabbeinu Yerucham, and rules
leniently in accordance with the Rashba. In siman 253 sif 5 he writes something similar.

In contrast, in siman 318 sif 7 he brings two opinions regarding a parallel issue and does not decide
between them. Similarly, in siman 253 sif 3, he permits returning food onto an empty pot only if the
conditions of chazara are fulfilled, implying that, otherwise, doing so would be forbidden.

We learned three different understandings of the Shulchan Aruch:

1. Dagul Merevava: He explains, based on the Ran, that anytime one is warming up food in a way
that is unusual for that food to be warmed up, then it is defined as “near the fire” and permitted.
Therefore, siman 253 sif 3 is discussing a food that is normally cooked on top of a pot, and therefore
only chazara is permitted, while sif 5 is discussing a food for which cooking in such a manner is
unusual, and it is therefore permitted.

He writes that, in order to explain the contradiction in siman 318, one must refer to the Magen
Avraham:
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2. Magen Avraham: A dry (cooked) food may always be heated on top of a pot, while a food with
liquid may be heated on a pot only if the conditions of chazara are fulfilled.

3. Pri Megadim: An empty pot is viewed as a cover for the fire, and therefore only chazara is
permitted. A pot full of food creates a situation of “near the fire,” and food may therefore be heated up
in such a manner under any circumstance. His view is accepted by the Biur Halacha.

Rav Ovadiah defines a Plata as a fire with an empty pot covering it. He therefore writes:

According to those who follow the Pri Megadim, only chazara is permitted.

According to those who follow the Magen Avraham (such as Rav Ovadiah himself), dry food may be
heated up on a Plata under any circumstance.

It is brought in the name of Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach that even the Pri Megadim views an empty
pot as merely a cover only if the purpose of the pot is only to prevent the fire from burning the food.
However, if the purpose of the empty pot is to heat up the food in an unusual manner, then it has the
status of “near the fire.” One may therefore heat up food on a Plata that has an empty pot on top.
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