Pesach 5780

Dear Eretz Hemdah family!

With Hashem's kindness, we started this year the fifth cycle of Eretz /
Hemdah.

In short, we wish to explain with numbers, to some extent, the

enormity of part of the project,

what needs to be learnt and how to prepare for the tests on

"Choshen Mishpat": A
The truth is that it is impossible to explain how great the
task is. However, to put things into perspective, we want
to present to you, the unique Torani assignment that the
Eretz Hemdah rabbis have taken upon themselves. It
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is such a great task that most people would consider L4 ]

it to be well-nigh impossible and believe that few can . 8
complete it successfully. The learning goes on for twelve hours () =
a day for five years. To pass this exam they must have mastered R
three tractates — Baba Kama, Baba Metzi’a, and Baba Batra, tractates "

Sanhedrin and Makot and part of tractate Shavuot along with the early
commentaries — a total of approximately 600 Gemara folios. On top of
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this they must learn 427 chapters of the Tur Choshen Mishpat, along with the Beit Yosef, and 1NOW NNYNTIN X2'PY 111 2NDW NNYRL,"09Wnn NINY™ " [winn NIXp™ Sw
the corresponding 427 chapters of the Shulchan Aruch. These chapters comprise 4,000 sections, DYTn DYNNNNI DYIWXIN NIV'W NK 19N W' DNNAT AN 2209 1IN SV .NID'IN [INaN
to which must be added more than 10,000 subsections of the Sma, the Shach, and the Pitchei PI0'V SW DYW WHW TIV DI'WXN D219 NINN LIT AR'WN DI'0 DV .N5N NII0]
Teshuva. And none of this is enough without a thorough study of the Ketzot Hachoshen, Netivot SITVN aR” Yyl
Hamishpat, comments by R. Akiva Eiger and comments by the Vilna Gaon. N55 .01 YWNNNI NWP Y¥INS NINONN NIDNIWN ,DYTNION NIW) NN NIWJI 2IW)
In order to understand their teachings, one needs to know the method of the Rishonim and 91 YNV YW DYW NJINW qWN1 TN DON T'NON D122 IWOK 'K NTNIN NONIW

Acharonim who discuss these issues. After accomplishing this task, three years of dealing with
issues in the Even Haezer await the young rabbis.
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Again, we praise the young rabbis' wives, who are full partners to this challenging assignment NYSWND .1 NI'NON NN T2INW DXYT SXOX1 [T 20 1p'N 111251 "17ID" NYINI X
that takes a long time. It is impossible to raise a special Torah Scholar during eight years of 12 NL'0YINA D'VOWND D'VJTIVON SV DA N'TA-NTHN YN’ TN NI NWID W'
ceaseless toil, without a special partner. NYINN I, W2AN NN 20 DY NN2WNT WD DIFOYW pin Wi N .3 DN
We will dedicate this newsletter to — a. the Moreno Program and to our dear graduate, Harav 2'N DW AWIVI NP ,10JNIVS NINSWD R¥'W ,NTHN YIN'D NN NN MWD
Hadayan Betzalel Daniel who coordinates the writing. b. the influence that the Eretz Hemdah- YN SW IWXIN ATADN TNON | TAX IWN 210 SW 1201905 .1 .OM 1IN oy T
Gazit network has also on law students in the Bar-llan University. c. the veteran Friday Beit W DJIDWI DWY Y95 NNDIW 23UN MIOW 1NN [N 'WKRI DX ,'NTHN
Midrash. d. acquaintanceship with Rav Eitan Aviner, graduate of the Manhigut Tornit Program JIWIURD 992 DY TN SNIW' DV 9251 'NTRN YN NNDWDN 12 535 09NN N

at Eretz Hemdah, who went on shlichut to Toronto, Canada with his wife Rachel and has great NPTN NITNX .0*2INN 925 NN ANSNNI NNOW NXIDY ,MINN JNIPN NDan NATH

success. e. a letter from Rav Asher Avidan, graduate of the first Eretz Hemdah cycle to the
Institutes Heads, closing a circle from twenty eight years ago.
We wish the entire Eretz Hemdah family and the entire Jewish nation together with all of
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mankind to be able to disinfest us of the coronavirus very soon, and we wish a speedy recovery to all the sick. Let us all join together in a stronger and more significant

unity with the entire Jewish nation and specifically in the State of Israel.

We wish everyone a happy and kosher Pesach, free of not only physical but also and primarily spiritual Chametz.

«Want to go back to the beit
midrash? Morenu is waiting for you!

The path followed by Harav Hadayan Bezalel Daniel, and his wife, Sarah Daniel, was
paved by his parents, who instilled him with a love of Torah and the desire to delve deeply into

it. During school vacations, when other young men find summer jobs, his mother, Shira Daniel, "

encouraged him to stick to Torah study. His father, the dentist Dr. Joshua Daniel, still provides

a personal example by his love of Torah. Bezalel remembers his childhood home as a “house

of meeting for the Sages” (Avot 1:4). Every Shabbat evening, neighbors would come to take 1 1ﬂ 1
part in the beit midrash conducted in their home (some of them have become major figures at R4
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Eretz Hemdah- Harav Hadayan Sinay Levy, Harav Hadayan Ido Rechnitz, Rav Shlomi Shteinmetz, = annn s om0y s nooin NIVSIY NIDT 1N D'N'S DAD ANY) DN NNDJW
and others). The love of Torah, the cholent served at midnight, and the uplifting atmosphere YUY 1T TR 20,19 0 0T 10 T TN YN
played a major role in charting Rav Bezalel’s path in Torah and life. NI¥NA D'TNIYY WAIW VIOT¥A ,NIAN NAAN (TIVI,YDI'OW 'DISW 117
Rav Bezalel attended the Mekor Chaim high school yeshiva and then spent eight years at .D'"'NAI NYINA 12T 2X'WYD 'NIAD PON ' ,ANDIADD DVIINDL DD
the hesder yeshiva in Yeruham. During this time he married Sarah Miller, whose father runs 170NN N2'W'S DWN Y'WNALLD'N PN NYIZN N1'W Y HXO¥1 110
Maggid Books and Koren Publishers. She fulfilled the verse “you followed me in the desert” N5 MWS XWY NIN 1T N21pN1 .0YW NJIDW TWNL TN NI DW ,0NIN!
(Jer. 2:2) by transferring to Ben-Gurion University of the Negev so that her husband could NN1'N11 N2 D'PNN "12TNI "INN JNID” .(TAD-NIP NXXIN "IN 15'n
continue his learning in Yeruham. N2'WA IFTINY P'WNNY 19 TWOKD 121 12J2 |11 ]2 NV'01AYIND 112VH
He attributes his Torah study career to the three rabbis who influenced him most in Yeruham- IN'DX 110 - DN DYNIYNWNA 1921 NWIDWD qpIT XIN TIN'DL 1917 NN
Rav Eliyahu Blumenzweig, Rav Michael Abraham, and Harav Hadayan Meir Kahana. ANJND VNN TR 2201 ,0012K ORI 100 ,21¥NIN
Rav Kahana, a graduate of Eretz Hemdah and av beit din of the Ashkelon beit din, encouraged JI9PWNA 'R N2 T N' AND DI'D [RID1 TN YIN' 1311 ,N)D 1N
him to continue his Torah studies in the dayanut program at Eretz Hemdah. So Rav Bezalel NNOWN .|I2DN DW NUMTR 15001 TINYD 1227 NN J'WNAD INIK TTIY
joined the Eretz Hemdah family and the Daniels moved to Alon Shvut. During their first year ANNDI,ND01 MW WD VAW IN1D NVOJ MW .NIIW [I9KD N2V ORYT

there, Sarah commuted to Be’er Sheva to continue her academic studies, and afterwards
enrolled at the Hebrew University.

One major benefit of Rav Bezalel’s transfer to the beit midrash in Jerusalem was the
opportunity to renew his chavruta with his father. During six of Rav Bezalel’s eight years at
Eretz Hemdah, his father attended the morning seder in the beit midrash. Together the two of
them studied large sections of the Choshen Mishpat and Even HaEzer, and Dr. Daniel became
an integral part of the institute’s student body.

The move to Eretz Hemdah opened Rav Bezalel’s eyes to the world of spreading Torah. Yeshiva
graduates living in the Katamon neighborhood of Jerusalem were looking for a way to continue
the in-depth yeshiva-format studies to which they had become accustomed. This mission 5NN,
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landed on Rav Bezalel, who took it on in earnest. It was a fresh challenge, preparing new study IDIN AN D'WIID TN TYD ,T¥ AW DIDUPR NVTA W [PTA NN
materials, while also studying for dayanut, for use by a large group familiar with in-depth Torah )\, 7xp1 n151an0 NIADS op'y TTIDANY A [NYW [9IN2 2% TINN

study and eager to continue it but lacking the time and concentration available to full-time
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yeshiva students. How could he produce study materials that the group could handle, despite N2 AW SN DI ,ATRN YIN' 1212 XIA D) [PTYD AKX 110 DY T
the limitations, while not sacrificing the depth they were accustomed to? WITNA N'1 'WIAW WA9NY TIN'Y N¥IAp ND0XNA (A'A-ATNN YIX' |*Tn
With the assistance of Rav Aharon Feldman (another Eretz Hemdah graduate and the current N5 pON ,DaNN NIPOAND VYD TN' NTNY NXIAPN .NTHN YIX' W

director of the Eretz Hemdah-Gazit network), a study group began to meet once a week in the TIA'y
Eretz Hemdah beit midrash. Its members studied some halachot related to the festivals and
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some of the halachot of commerce, and fully covered the halachot of milk, meat, and mixtures SW NuY10 |INN [IPN 1p'val ,D'TNISN DVI NT DV AT NIXY'AN ,D'ANI'10Y

of the two. Rav Bezalel took part in the group, prepared the study materials, and learned how
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to convey them to the learners. DY NX MW 7'WnNNY 120N 'WK "V 1D YXIN DDA 'TIN'YD DI'O DY
Trial and error, consultations between Rav Bezalel and Rav Feldman, but above all much DY2Y NIY NIDANWNALNTHN YIR' NIONA ,TIN'DN NIN'D NIYINDRL IRIW!
patience by their wives, produced the foundation for what later became the Morenu program. NUNI NJ15 191V 110 ,312)'0W pNY! 130,507 101' 11 LIT'YD TIDY'W
When Rav Bezalel finished his dayanut studies, the heads of Eretz Hemdah asked him to stay 'KW1 DJIDNNT YV NID'WNS D1AXUADI 12¥''NN D'901) DY) NV
on and serve the Jewish people by developing the program under the aegis of Eretz Hemdah, 190V 1212 NN NISRL,T N2 .AYIWOR 121V 21,099N01 TIN'DN
with the assistance of its rabbis. Rav Yosef Carmel, Rav Yitzchak Steinberg, Rav Ofer Livnat and, NJON2 NI2121 NN NN .NIW NN KWHL ND'PD NITO N'¥IND 1T

from time to time, other rabbis enlisted (and continue to do so) in the tasks of consultation D"0d XIn

and guidance on the topics and content studied, and in editing the study materials. Thanks to
the Almighty, the staff has seen the fruits of its labor. We have had the merit of producing a
comprehensive set of study materials on the laws of Shabbat. A syllabus on the laws of prayer
and blessings is currently in preparation, along with one on the laws of milk, meat, and non-
kosher foods. The plan is that both of these will be completed in the next two years, after
which additional content for theoretical and practical Torah study will be developed.

Rav Bezalel is working night and day to encourage communities and groups to dive into this
meaningful form of in-depth study. There are two groups in Jerusalem, three in Ra’anana (one 5% 0
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of them a women'’s group), two in Efrat, two in Beit Shemesh, and one each in Ariel, Alei Zahav, NIYYANY D2 1IN2Y [AY DFTHA HID10AT N0JIPN DIV AIAPYW D'AID

and Zichron Ya’akov, with more on the way.

This past summer, four members of the group that studied hilchot Shabbat were granted NN X9DD
Morenu semichah.

Other men and women are currently sitting for the Morenu exams. They demonstrate that
despite the burden of making a living and taking care of children it is possible to also elevate
oneself by studying Torah in depth.

For the participants’ children, there is no better inspiration to lead a life of Torah and mitzvot
than seeing their parents fill their time with Torah study, especially when learning together
with them.

Sarah, Rav Bezalel, and their six children live in the Dagan neighborhood of Efrat.

Rav Bezalel fulfils additional rabbinic functions in the community.

Every year for more than a decade, third-year law students at Bar-llan University have
been paying a visit to the Eretz Hemdah—Gazit beit din in Jerusalem. The students are
participants in the Mishpat lvri clinic, which is one of the legal clinics run by the Bar-llan
Faculty of Law. The clinic’s goal is to give halachah and Mishpat Ivri a meaningful presence
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in the contemporary legal world, both as a developed and up-to-date independent legal 190D ,0'LJTIVON YW KON IN'WA NPYHPN NHVID AT [ITN ADWIN
system that provides accessible and appropriate services to all who seek its assistance, and ['T "N~ N'WNI 'R VOWDA DWI'DI PN |12 NIPAIVDWN NN'T
as a living and breathing legal system that influences the development of Israeli law and -TNN YIN WA YW FT N DWKIAL,N2900 9 SV D'POIDN NUINDY
jurisprudence and contributes to the legal world in general. To realize this vision, the clinic, D91V ~ AW |*TN "N Y92 ADI' 0V DYTTY NAN'D NpYHPN N
with the full cooperation of its students, is active in several important arenas in which Mishpat DTPXN 'VOWDN 1pNNN
Ivri is currently being studied and applied: in the batei din for monetary matters that rule W —— NIN'D1 N1IYN NpY'YPN
according to halachah, and especially those of the Eretz Hemdah—Gazit network; and in . SW 'nIw' 1pNnd 0'Dd

the world of academic legal research. The clinic is involved in the development of tools for
applied research on Mishpat lvri. It produces Torah and academic articles, publishes the
journal Mamon VaDin-abstracts of the rulings of various batei din—and is involved in similar
activities. The clinic also contributes to general knowledge through its unique Maof project-
Mishpat Ivri be-Wikipedia-in which students produce professional and comprehensive
Wikipedia entries about topics in Mishpat Ivri, under the = - =
supervision of the clinic’s facilitators-Dr. Ya’akov Habba, the ' |m

associate dean of the Faculty of Law, and Dr. Shifra Mescheloff, |
the clinic director. The project is headed by Prof. Yitzhak Brand, a
veteran Mishpat Ivri researcher.

The students’ annual visit to the Eretz Hemdah—Gazit beit din

in Jerusalem, which generally takes place soon after the start of
the academic year, includes a meeting with Rav Yosef Carmel,

its av beit din and the head of the Eretz Hemdah Institute.

At the meeting, Rav Carmel reviews the background to the
establishment of the batei din network and the network’s goals. He surveys the significant
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decrease in the ngmber of petitiqns filed with rabbinic courts in Is_rael oyer the Years as :?1 NIPPTNA SNW AIVDWNA AIN'ON AITIN NP0 [N KIN AWIN ANLD NN
result of the public’s lack of trust in the system and the clear manifestation of this trend in SW [IPX 10IND NXSIND DUWA JWNL HNIW! NJITNA DWW [T 1D
the Amir ruling that rabbinical courts are not empowered to deal with monetary matters not AWK VDR T PODA AT I'ONN HW PRAIDA 10N HVI IT N2IUNI 11NN
related to personal status issues. Rav Carmel tells the students that it was this situation that D'2112 DJ'KW [IDD YWV PIOYY NIPDO 'K D' ' 'NaY D 1NN
led to the founding of the Eretz Hemdah-Gazit network as an attempt to build a trustworthy, |'Tn 'N2 NDpN NX HYNI12 110 A'¥D NNT up HV 'W'NX TNYD BW Niloa
transparent, and professional system whose dayanim are involved in contemporary Israeli life DY"T N1 DAWI'W N'VIXPNI NDIPW NN N2IVUD TOND |1'0Yd NWIn YW
and the challenges of technology and modernity. As a result, the decision to bring a case to DATIDD A2A19U200 MANK AKX NTTWIVA AYDYXIWTD 2NN AK DNYOIDN
a beit din becomes voluntary and empowering. During the visit, the students take partin a NYI¥Y NIFAD N221N TN N2 Y91 12500 ' SV |"TNNY N1'NaN AT |DIN]
“mock beit din” session, usually under the direction of Rav Ido Rechnitz, a senior dayan of the N'1 491 [I'T YW N'XOIN'0 D'VJTIVON D'IIN 1PN JWNNL .AN'XYDI
Eretz Hemdah—Gazit network. Almost all of the students play a role in this mock beit din-as TAN 92 VYND .NWI2 112 |V T,YY21 1TV 110 YN 952 1111 ,'Tn
plaintiff, defendant, lawyers, and dayanim. This simulation exposes the students to beit din D'OJTIVON .DYTI|'T *271V ,VIN) VAN ~ "T'pON° Dapn D'0JTIVONN
procedure-the order in which the parties are heard, the role of lawyers in the proceedings, ,D'TTYN NYINW 1TO ~ *TR "1T0 DIW' [DIN NN N'¥DIN'0N NIVYNNA D'IN
the way the beit din extracts relevant information from the parties, the dynamics among all VTN NN YOND ['TR D' DAW TR 1T 19001 TR D1V DW Ddipn
the participants in the hearing, and how the dayanim weigh the facts and arguments before TV 01N 1'OND DUPNWA 5D ' NWNIADD Np'NITTA ,DTTYAD '0JIOIN
reaching a verdict. At the end of their visit, the students hear a lecture by the director of the D'0LJTIVON D'YNIW DI'N DI'01 .NP'0DA DYIV'VNI NITAIVA NI'PW DT
beit din, Rav Aharon Feldman, who introduces them to the halachic and legal rationales behind NX DNYD 2'¥NNL[DTID K |"T 20 ,|' TN N'A DAUD 'O ARYIN
the work of the Eretz Hemdah—Gazit network, details of the legal procedures followed by the NX,|'TN N'2 DW INI5'VD INKD DYTDIVA D'PINAI D' A2INN DONJI'NIN

batei din, and the reasons for how they were formulated.

The students view the visit to the beit din at the start of the academic year as one of

the meaningful high points of their time in the clinic and as providing them with crucial
background for their activity in the clinic during the rest of the year. The visit and their work in
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the clinic expose them to the contribution that Mishpat Ivri can make to contemporary Israeli 'Ifq?J.Q-J\ g
society. When these students go on to be attorneys in the public and private sectors, there is LI "u

no doubt that their awareness that Mishpat Ivri is a living and relevant system percolates into
and influences broader circles of the legal world.

oHow we have been preparing for
Shabbat every week for already
thirty years?

//R' Yisrael Mittelman

My name is Yisrael Mittelman. For more than twenty years | have been learning in the
Eretz Hemdah Friday kollel. | would like to share with you some of my impressions and
experiences of the kollel during that time.

| live in Mevo Horon and am a social worker by profession. For many years | have been
running a hostel in Mevo Horon for persons suffering from mental disorders. With the
help of a professional and dedicated staff, and the environment of a warm and supportive
settlement, we are able to bring light into our residents’ lives and plant important seeds of 11Yn 'O
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For a long time, one of our residents came to the Eretz Hemdah kollel with me. He knew
some of the rabbis who taught there because they had been students together
at the same yeshiva. The weekly encounter made a great contribution to this

man, because, in addition to his pleasure that he was again learning Torah and
being with people he knew from the past, on those Fridays he felt like an equal

among equals, listening to the shiurim like everyone, making comments, raising E)@ﬂoﬁm@ﬁ? J
guestions, and resolving difficulties. He felt that windows of opportunity were
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opening for him, and his treatment by the Ramim and the other students was one of sharing
and respect. After each session he was much stronger for days. Was this what Hazal meant
when they said, “the tablets and the broken tablets were placed [together] in the ark”!

Every Friday | go up to Jerusalem with my good friend Moshe. We ignore the weather, parking
problems, competitions, conferences, and the marathon, and somehow we get there. We do
so because each participant in the kollel knows that he is a member of a special group and it
would be a shame to miss out.

The participants are diverse. Some are from settlements—Mevo Horon, Beit El, Efrat—and
others from the Jerusalem area. They include persons still working and those on pension;
people from every Jewish ethnic community and from a variety of educational backgrounds.
We are all sitting together around the rabbi who is leading the shiur, listening to the content,
adding our own contributions, each in his own way, until the shiur is over and next one arrives.
There is a special atmosphere in the kollel. Most of us have known each other for years. Every
year, in advance of Tu Bishvat, Rabbi Menachem Burstein organizes an educational field trip
to some location that can teach us details of practical halachot, such as the laws of Shabbat
or the laws pertaining to the Land of Israel, or to institutions such as the Zomet Institute. Our
wives come with us, so the group is larger and warmer. Many years of regular attendance at
the kollel have had an influence on our families, too, who know that our Fridays are devoted to
our studies at Eretz Hemdah. When the session is over we go home with the shiur summaries
and often share ideas from the morning at the Shabbat table, where our extended families
listen eagerly.

At the kollel we are kept supplied with hot drinks and refreshments that help us maintain

our focus and make our studies more pleasant. The mix of shiurim provides a good balance
of variety and continuity. Rabbi Tzadok Elias teaches a weekly shiur on Tractate Ketubot.
Rabbi Yoni Cooper and Rabbi Sagi Mazuz alternate in running a shiur on Talmud and halachah
every Friday. After that we break up into groups: one week Rav Yosef Carmel teaches Tanach
(the book of Samuel) and Rav Menachem Burstein teaches practical issues in halachah. The
alternate week features Rav Mordechai Greenberg’s shiur on Parshat Hashavua and the
festivals, from the writings of Rav Kook, and Rav Aharon Feldman’s shiur on contemporary
legal issues in Tanach.

We have nostalgic memories of the Rav Moshe Ehrenreich’s shiurim and pray for his recovery
and return to full functioning, be-ezrat Hashem.

This is the place to thank the entire Eretz Hemdah staff—the rabbis who teach the shiurim,
the women in the office, and the maintenance staff—for providing us with a neat, clean, well
equipped and comfortable place to study, to which it is a joy to return every week and delight
in Torah study. May the Almighty bless you all, and may you continue to sanctify His Name in
public!

oRaV Eitan Aviner is warming

the cold and distant Toronto
with the light of the Torah of
Eretz Hemdah - Eretz Israel!

Born and raised in the New York area, Rav Eitan Aviner made aliyah by himself
right after high school. After some preliminary years of yeshiva study, he went on
to follow his passion for science and earned a bachelor’s degree in Applied Physics
and Medical Engineering from the Jerusalem College of Technology. During his
final year of university, he began his journey into the rabbinate, joining the RIETS (Y.U.) Israel
Kollel, where he received his first smicha. It was while there that he met and married his wife,
Rachel, a native Torontonian, who also made aliyah herself shortly after high school. Upon
completing his studies at RIETS, Rav Eitan and Rachel joined the Eretz Hemdah family in the
then new ‘Manhigut Toranit’ program.

During Rav Eitan’s six years there, Eretz Hemdah was his second home. Over the course of that
period, Rav Eitan successfully completed all 12 of his written Rabbanut exams, with honors,
and just recently flew back to complete his final oral exam for which he received Rav Ir smicha
from the Chief Rabbinate of Israel. When asked about how he accomplished in six
years what, on average, requires at least eight, Rav Eitan replied, “It was an intense
time period. From morning to night, | sat and studied. But, my wife Rachel is a
woman of vision and pushed us through. She understood that we were given an
incredible privilege — to be part of such a program and in such a beit midrash - and
with privilege comes responsibility. | couldn’t have done it without her behind me
the entire way.”

In his fifth year of Eretz Hemdah, along with his regular rigorous study load, Rav
Eitan completed a master’s degree in Science and Halacha from Bar llan University,
writing his thesis on an interdisciplinary study in the philosophies of Science and
Halacha. It was an opportunity for him to synthesize two of his loves — Torah and
science.

Rav Eitan and Rachel are now in their second year of shlichut in Toronto, where Rav Eitan

is the Director of Judaic Advancement and Israel Guidance at Bnei Akiva Schools, creating
new opportunities for learning and growth for both the school as well as the greater Toronto
community. Rachel, continuing in her field as a mental health professional, provides guidance
and support to the students in the school’s guidance department. Their four daughters have
been no less active on their shlichut, bringing a taste of Torat Eretz Yisrael to their respective
classrooms and friendships.

This past November they welcomed the birth of their fifth daughter to the family.

On reflecting back on his time at Eretz Hemdah, Rav Eitan commented, “They were the most
important and formative years of my life. When | entered Eretz Hemdah | already had smicha.
| was already ready to go out and give back to the Jewish community, but then Eretz Hemdah
‘happened’ to us. Now, my family and | are on a completely different plane. The knowledge
and skills | received at Eretz Hemdah have shown to be invaluable, and | experience it every
day. Eretz Hemdah, with their vision and experience, really are leading the way in Torah
Leadership.”

(Rav Dr. Seth N. Grauer )
Rosh Yeshivat Bnei Akiva Or Chaim in Toronto, Canada — praises Rav Eitan Aviner:
Rav Eitan has been an incredible asset to our school and our community. Finding shelichim
is always a challenge, but finding serious talmidei chachaim who are knowledgeable in shas
and poskim and can act as true halachic authorities is incredibly difficult. We are challenged
within the larger Modern Orthodox/Religious Zionist world with a lack in number of serious
gedolim and serious talmidei chachamim who we can promote as poskim we can follow. Our
community needs these individuals to create a sense of pride within our own rabbanim and
hashkafic way of life as well as simply serving as rabbanim who can answer she'elot. Rav Eitan
is an important step towards this. We are incredibly blessed and lucky to have Rav Eitan within
our community and we thank Eretz Hemdah sincerely for their efforts in helping to make this
happen.

Warm Regards,

RSG Yy

\_
OGoing full circle with gratitude!
Rabbi Asher Yaakov Avidan

To: Rav Moshe Ehrenreich and Rav Yosef Carmel, shlit”a

Some 28 years ago, in Cheshvan 5752, when | was beginning my fourth year of study at Eretz
Hemdah, my mother saw that the Housing Ministry was offering a “special deal” on home
mortgages for young couples with more than 2,000 qualifying points. My mother (who worked
at the National Insurance Institute) checked that it really was a good deal and tried
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to persuade me to buy an apartment with this special mortgage, because it was an 4
opportunity unlikely to repeat itself soon.

Because of the HUGE pressure of our studies and in advance of the Chief Rabbinate’s
exam on the Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat, | told my mother that | didn’t have

time to look for an apartment, run to a bank to obtain a mortgage, and so on. s &

My mother promised she would help in every way she could to spare my precious
time, and | would only need to come see the apartment and sign for the mortgage.
But when we reached to the stage of finding guarantors (acceptable to the bank), |

faced a problem and was two guarantors short. by el

Rabbi Carmel noticed that | wasn’t myself and asked me what was bothering me.
| tried to avoid answering, but he got me to open up and explain the situation,
including that the entire project was stuck because | lacked two guarantors.

And then, with matchless generosity, which | could never have imagined, the rabbi \_
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said more or less as follows:
“What’s the problem? I’'m willing to sign as a guarantor!”
“But | need two guarantors!”
“Don’t worry,” he replied. “I'll speak with Rav Moshe Ehrenreich.”
He spoke with him and he agreed as well!
The apartment was purchased and the 28 years of the mortgage passed, after which we
received a short letter from Mizrahi-Tefahot Bank that we had made the last payment on loan
number so-and-so!
This is the place to express our gratitude, my own and my wife Tamar’s, for an act that was
certainly not to be taken for granted!
Most people try not sign as guarantors, even for close family members. But in this instance
it again became clear to me that the rabbis of Eretz Hemdah considered their students to be
their sons (and maybe even more than their sons).
Once again, thank you! (And the rabbis can take note for themselves that this act of generosity
has been completed!)
May it be Hashem’s will that He fulfill all the desires of the rabbis, shlit”a, and their families for
the best — health, spreading Torah, and pride in their families and
in the entire Eretz Hemdah family.
Your student,
Asher Yaakov Avidan
and his wife, Tamar Avidan
Moshav Zerachiah
(Rabbi Asher Avidan is serving as rabbi of the moshav since 1994).
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Jerusalem|day

This year, as in the past, we will celebrate
the unification of Jerusalem, the eternal capital

of the Jewish Nation.
(Subject to the provisions of the Ministry of Health)

Mark the date
Thursday lyar 27" (May 21*)
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*  Please, make check payable to:

Mizrachi Organization of Canada
With note: For Eretz Hemdah

American Friends of Eretz Hemdah
c/o Olympian, 8 South Michigan Ave.
Suite 605 Chicago, IL 60603 USA
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Maran Hagaon HaRav Shaul Israeli ztm

Details about our annual symposium
on Rav Yisraeli's teaching,

will soon be advertised.
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Rabbi Moshe Ehrenreich Rabbi Yosef Carmel

Verein der Freunde von Eretz Hemdah
Mr. D. Guggenheim
Hesligenstrasse 24, CH- 8700 Kusnacht,
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Shalom Wasserteil
Chairman of the Board

Be Our

Partner )

IN ISRAEL
Donations to ‘Eretz Hemdah’ are tax deductible
under Section 46 of Income Tax Ordinance.
Donations via credit card can be done

And send it to: 4600 Bathurst St, Ste. 316 Our Taxpayer ID#: 36-4265359 SWITZERLAND through our office or website
Toronto, ON, M2R 3V2 CANADA (Account # 20-403-418170)
IN AUSTRALIA
For tax deductible donations

IN ENGLAND
UK Friends of Eretz Hemdah
Mr. M. Storfer, Japonica House
8 Spring Villa Park Flr. 1, Edgware,
Middx. HA8 7XT ENGLAND
Registered No. 1084816

via JNF Environment Gift Fund:
https://wwwijnf.org.au/project-items/eretz-hemdah/
or, please, make check payable to:
Jewish National Fund of Australia Inc.
With note: For Eretz Hemdah, and send it to:

IN SOUTH AFRICA
South African Friends of Eretz Hemdah
Mr. Clive Ginsberg
88 Peglyn Rd,, Glenhazel, Johannesburg 2192
SOUTH AFRICA

PO Box 646 Bondi Junction NSW 1355, AUSTRALIA

2 Brurya St., P.O.B. 8178 Jerusalem 9108101 n'>win' 8178 17N ,2 NN ‘M

580120780 "On nNnIwWI NNINY

Fax: 972-2-5379626 :0po

Tel: 972-2-5371485 :'50

info@eretzhemdah.org www.eretzhemdah.org
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