- N

Various ma'aser kesafim (tzedaka) issues

Some people from Israel came to our door collecting for important causes with
the blessings of a reputable rabbi. My compassionate wife wrote them checks
based on expected, future ma'aser kesafim money. Since our account was quite
depleted, she post-dated the checks. Unfortunately, the checks were cashed
before the date and accepted by our bank, putting our account in overdraft
and causing $120 in bank fees. Can these costs, which were incurred by giving
ma'aser kesafim, count toward future ma'aser or must they be considered a
personal loss? Right now, | am not even sure we are obligated to give ma'aser
due to our financial situation, but | have always preferred to extend myself to put
aside 10% in any case.
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