The Subjective Parameters
of Human Dignity

My digital camera enables me to make a picture that puts A’s head on B’s
body. | took pictures at a family wedding with permission from all of the
subjects to make ‘photoshopped’ pictures to share with family members
in an electronic wedding album. Included was a picture of a twenty-three-
year-old male’s head on his seventeen-year-old sister’s body. Their father
(a relative) has suggested that under Jewish law it is improper to include
these photos. He says that the sacredness of the human body is a basic
value in Judaism, based on the Genesis 1 comment that God created
humans in His image, and that deliberately distorting the body in such a
manner deviates from that value. Is he right? Does his opinion matter,
considering that the pictures are mine and they were taken with the
subjects’ consent?
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