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A Rabbi’s Approach to Monetary Problem Solving

[We present a summary of our conversation with a new community
rabbi who sought our help in handling a monetary dispute between two
congregants. We will not focus on the specific dispute and solution,

which he shared with us.]

The scope of a particular dispute, between people who need to interact
with each other regularly, is a few thousand shekels. | was reluctant to
accept responsibility for the matter, both because | do not want to create
resentment between congregants, as well as because | do not “specialize”
in monetary Halacha. However, they want me, specifically, to handle it,
and a rabbinical mentor told me | have no choice. So far, each side has
told me his side separately; | have not met with them together. | think
each one of them is trying to be honest, but each views the situation
differently, both on factual and on legal grounds. How should | handle

the situation?
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